
Wildlife Alert Assignment Instructions  

Purpose:   

The purpose of this written assignment is for you to describe the ecology and conservation status of an animal species of 
concern. In this context a species of concern can have any level of state, federal or international protection. The paper 
should include four sections: Vital Statistics, Natural History and Conservation Status, Recommendations for Future 
Conservation and Management, and a Bibliography. A sample paper is provided, and your wildlife alerts should follow 
this general format. When your paper is complete, please have it proofed by the Writing Center staff 
https://blogs.nvcc.edu/asc/writing-center/ before you submit the final version to Canvas. After you have made edits 
suggested by the writing center, you can begin the second part of this assignment, the presentation. Please create a five-
minute presentation that adequately summarizes the major aspects of the animal’s biology and conservation situation. 
Your instructor will allow you to share your screen in Zoom so that you can present your slides (using Powerpoint, 
Keynote or equivalent program) during lab.  

Citing Sources:  

Your sources should be reputable and should objectively present information without anthropomorphizing (attributing 
human characteristics to the animal).  You are required to also cite at least one primary source. This means that you 
must have cited at least one peer-reviewed journal article in your paper. Overall, you should have at least three 
citations, and the citations and bibliography must follow CSE citation guidelines (library staff explains this to you here).  
Your paper should also include at least one helpful image that is supported by an underlying caption. Since you are 
submitting the assignment on Canvas, put your last name in the title of the file that you upload (for example, 
“SMITH_TREEFROG”). The font should be 11 point Calibri or Times New Roman. The paper should also be single spaced 
and at least 1,200 words (excluding the bibliography).  A draft of the paper must be proofed by the writing center staff 
before you submit the final version to Canvas. The writing center will provide you with a proof of review (POR). Include 
that POR when you submit your paper to Canvas. If you have any questions about conducting research, or citing sources, 
please contact the Public Services & Instructional Technology Librarian, Ms. Kristin Snawder.  

 

Grading 

Vital Statistics (2.5 points) This section must include (1) the animal’s taxonomic classification from phylum to species, 
(2) the species’ geographic range, (3) habitat, (4) numbers remaining, and (5) conservation status.   

Natural History and Conservation/Ecological Status (5 points): This section should describe the general aspects of your 
species’ biology and ecology, and should adequately describe how those aspects are specifically impacted by the 
environmental threat.  

Recommendations for Future Conservation and Management (5 points): This section should include peer-reviewed 
techniques/strategies that are being employed to help prevent extinction of your species. Hypothesize on the long-term 
effectiveness of these techniques/strategies and provide your instructor with any ideas that you may have to help 
prevent extinction (both under ideal circumstances and considering realistic limitations).  

Bibliography and In-Text Citations (2.5 points):  This section should include a list of works cited according to CSE citation 
guidelines. Please note that your paper should also have in-text citations throughout (author, year). Every statement 
that contains information that is not exclusively from your own mind should be cited.   

Zoom Presentation (5 points): Your presentation should be between five minutes long. Remember, your slides are not 
being used for a lecture—they are being used for your presentation. Consequently, they should not be text heavy; they 
should only contain enough text to prompt you to tell your story. The last slide must include the bibliography. If your 
presentation is less than (or longer than) five minutes, then you will lose points.  
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