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April 2017  
 

Paralegal Student Association 

(PSA)  
NOVA, Alexandria Campus 

Psa.nvcc@gmail.com  

 

Mission: To provide students with educational opportunities, field 

trips, volunteer work, and fellowship.  

 

Did You Earn a Certificate of Participation?    

This semester we began providing certificates to active members for 

the sole purpose of resume documentation. If you have been active 

in at least two PSA activities or meetings, please contact Stacey 

Feindt for your certificate, srf2916@email.vccs.edu or 

psa.nvcc@gmail.com .  In your email include the name you want on 

your certificate, your LGL professor’s name and which two 

activities/meetings/events you have participated in. Your certificate 

will then be given to your professor for delivery.  

Volunteer Work: Legal Aid Supply Drive Was a Success!   

Thank you for participating in our legal office supply drive.  We have 

stocked Legal Aid Works with two trunk loads! Professor Fiorentino’s 

Trial Practice class won our 

classroom competition by a 

landslide! They donated: 40 reams 

of paper, 450 manila file folders, 20 

legal pads, 250 pens, and 6,010 

post it notes. In addition they 

collected $57.00 in cash donations 

which they used to buy supplies.  

 

 

Inside this Edition: 

Page 1:  Certificate and Supply 

Drive Announcements  

Page 2-3: Student of the Month 

Page 3: Court Room Visit 

Page 4: Information on Visiting a 

Court on your own, and This 

Semester’s Accomplishments  

Page 5: Summer Classes 

Calendar: 

April 24: Fredericksburg Court 

Visit 9:00 AM (Late arrivals slide in 

quietly.) 

Students Wanted! 

    Would you like to volunteer next 

semester? We have three current 

needs:  

▪ Meeting coordinators to 

secure speakers and 

manage PSA 

meetings/events   

▪ A newsletter and flyer creator 

▪ Volunteers to coordinate 

refreshments for our 

meetings 

Interested students please email 

Stacey at: 

srf2916@email.vccs.edu or 

psa.nvcc@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Winner! 

Professor 

Fiorentino’s Trial 

Practice Class! 
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The goal of this column is to strengthen our community’s 

 ties, as we learn more about one another.  

 

Meet Melissa, a determined mom and persistent  

student!  

 

Interview between Stacey Feindt (S)  

and Melissa Guerra(M): 

 

S: NOVA is a community comprised of traditional and  

non-traditional students. Which type of student do you 

 consider yourself to be, and why?  

M: I would consider myself to be a non-traditional student. I have been working on my degrees for a 

long time now, taking a class here and there for years. Life gets in the way, you know? I didn’t know 

much about college after I graduated from high school. I didn’t even know what I wanted to major 

in. I am a first-generation college student so I’ve had to figure things out on my own; I got lost quite a 

bit. I am also a single mother so my time is extremely limited. I only have the time that he’s in school or 

in bed to study and do homework. 

S: How far along are you in the paralegal program? 

M: I will have completed the paralegal program after this semester, but I need one more class in my 

general studies program to graduate. 

S: What inspired you to enroll in the paralegal program? 

M: My son inspired me to enroll. My first real taste of law and legal studies was going through custody 

court for him. I had to do much of the legal research on my own since I didn’t have the money for an 

attorney. It was REALLY difficult for me since I didn’t know what I was doing, but I found I wasn’t doing 

too bad at it and it was actually really interesting. I was originally pursuing another degree but I felt 

that this program was my true calling as well as a more realistic career choice. I originally just wanted 

to complete the degree so I could better support my son but the more classes I took the more I 

wanted to go further.  

 

S: What are your future goals? 

 

M: I would love to transfer to a university for my B.A. and eventually to law school. I don’t know if 

that’s possible for me but I’m definitely going to try. 

S: Has college brought up any particular challenges for you? If so, are there any helpful tips you         

might be able to offer students facing similar challenges? 

   

Student of the Month: 

   Melissa Guerra 
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B: TONS. Finding time for everything is really the biggest challenge. First, check in with an advisor in 

your degree field every semester to make sure you are on the right path and that the classes you are 

taking will transfer. Second, find a fellow student that is further than you in the degree and ask them 

what you should know about the courses you still need. Third, Google calendar saved my life, I 

seriously have no idea how I kept track of everything before. Lastly, give your number and email to 2-

3 people you sit beside on the first or second day so that if either of you have to miss a class, you can 

give each other a recap and notes of what was missed. It also makes things much easier around 

group project times. 

 S: Thank you Melissa for sharing your story, relatable challenges, and words of wisdom. I know it 

feels good to have your degree almost in hand. Best of luck with your adorable son and future 

education goals.  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

*If you would like to be featured in a future article please contact the PSA at psa.nvcc@gmail.com. 

Don’t be shy! We want to hear your story and you will become an active participant in the PSA.  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Last Event of the Spring 2017 Semester: Courtroom Visit  

We would like to fit in two courtroom visits. One for students who commute from Fredericksburg and 

another for students who live closer to Alexandria.  

We have a scheduled visit for Fredericksburg, but we need one volunteer to lead a visit to a court 

near Alexandria.   

Scheduled Trip to Fredericksburg Circuit Court 

When: Monday, April 24, 2017 at 9:00 AM (Late arrivals can slide in quietly.) 

Where: 701 Princess Anne Street, Suite 100 

           Fredericksburg, VA 22401 

Please RSVP for coordination purposes to srf2916@email.vccs.edu or psa.nvcc@gmail.com 

 

Northern Courtroom Visit (No trip is scheduled until we have a volunteer.) 

Please contact the PSA today if you can commit to being a point of contact for students interested 

in going to a northern court and be present for the northern court visit.  

Proposed court and date (Volunteer can propose a different one): 

Arlington Circuit Court, 1425 North Courthouse Road Arlington, VA 22201 

Criminal Cases at 9:30 AM, on Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

mailto:psa.nvcc@gmail.com
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When Can You Visit a Virginia Courtroom on Your 

Own?            

Visiting a courtroom can be a little intimidating. Here is 

a great webpage which states what proceeding are 

off limits, and it provides links to Virginia courts which 

you can then search for cases by date in order to see 

what is featured on any given day:  

http://www.dmlp.org/legal-guide/access-virginia-

court-proceedings .  

In general you may visit any proceeding with the exception of most juvenile related cases and 

grand jury hearings are always off limits. Visit the above web link to learn why these are off limits and 

a few other cases which may feature restrictions.  

When you view a Virginia court’s webpage to see the events of a given day, look at the menu on 

the left. Click on “case status and information”. Then use the search box selecting “criminal” or 

“civil” and enter a date. You do not need to fill out the whole form if you are merely looking by 

date.  

When the cases pop up, you can then see which type of proceedings are featured, the time, and 

even click on cases to learn more about them.  

Remember court schedules can change, so check the schedule the evening before you go.    

 

What We Have Accomplished This Year:  

 Supply drive for Legal Aid Works 

 A meeting featuring a screening of The Perfect Victim, a documentary about how the 

absence of a battered women’s law affected three women charged in Missouri for killing 

their husbands. In 2000, a new law went into effect and the women were granted a new 

parole board hearing.  

 A meeting featuring Ann Kloeckner, an attorney with Legal Aid Works. We learned that there 

is no right to an attorney in civil cases, and the impact free legal aid makes in the lives of low 

income litigants. We were inspired by her passion to help members of our community who 

cannot afford an attorney.  

 A meeting featuring Michael Razavi, with the United States Patent and Trademark Office. We 

received an overview of patents, trademarks and copyrights. In addition, we learned that an 

inventor needs to patent their invention because a copycat can actually beat them to the 

patent office and sue the original creator if he continues to produce the item.  

http://www.dmlp.org/legal-guide/access-virginia-court-proceedings
http://www.dmlp.org/legal-guide/access-virginia-court-proceedings
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Summer LGL Classes  

Congratulations to everyone about to graduate! It should 

feel good to ignore this message!  

For those who are still charging on with their studies, 

please consider the following summer offerings and keep 

up the hard work. You are getting closer every day! 

Check off some requirements by enrolling in one of the 

following:  

 

Hurry! The summer semester starts May 22, 2017.  

  

 Torts (LGL 215) Mondays/Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. 
 Estate Planning & Probate (LGL 225) ELI 
 Real Estate Law (LGL 115) ELI 
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