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March 2017  
 

Paralegal Student Association 
NOVA Alexandria Campus 

 

Mission: To provide students with educational opportunities, field 

trips, volunteer work, and fellowship.  

 

What is the Paralegal Student Association (PSA)?   

The Paralegal Student Association (PSA) is a group just for students in 

the paralegal program. It is not a formal NOVA club, and therefore 

it is run by student volunteers. You “join” the PSA by showing up to 

monthly meetings, events, and participating in volunteer activities 

like our supply drive (announced below). There isn’t any 

membership paperwork to fill out, and never any dues to pay.  

This semester we will begin providing certificates to active members 

for the sole purpose of resume documentation. Attending at least 

two meetings/events or one meeting/event, and participating in 

the supply drive, will earn you a certificate of membership. 

Alternatively, volunteering to work at home creating a flyer, 

contributing to a newsletter, or contacting potential speakers or 

event venues, are all additional ways to earn a certificate. Contact 

the PSA with any questions: psa.nvcc@gmail.com 

Volunteer Work: Legal Aid Supply Drive and Class Competition  

On March 20th we will kick-off an office supply drive to support Legal 

Aid Works, an office providing free legal services to low income 

individuals in the surrounding areas. To add a little incentive, the 

class who has collected the most 

as of April 18th will win a tasty prize 

and bragging rights. Items 

needed: 

 Reams of copy paper 

 Legal pads              

 Boxes of manila file folders  

 Packages of pens           

 Sticky Notes                             

 

 

Inside this Edition: 

Page 1:  PSA and Volunteer Info 

Page 2-3: Student of the Month 

Page 4-5: Information on Future 

Meetings  

Page 6: Tutoring  

Calendar: 

March 13- Free Tutoring Begins 

March 20- Supply Drive Begins 

March 29- Meeting with Speaker 

10:30-11:30AM 

April 7- Meeting with Speaker 

10:00-11:30AM 

April 18- Supply Drive Ends 

Students Wanted! 

    We currently have two needs: 

▪ A representative from each 

class to collect your 

classmates’ donations 

during our supply drive.  

▪ A student to be featured in 

our next “Student of the 

Month” article.  

Interested students please email 

Stacey at: psa.nvcc@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Place donations in the 

designated box in your 

classroom. One of your 

classmates will secure 

the box at the end of 

class. 
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We are starting a new tradition! Each newsletter will  

now feature a section highlighting a paralegal student. 

 The goal is to strengthen our community’s ties, as we  

 learn more about one another.  

 

Our first student is Bill, common name, uncommon guy! 

 

 

Interview between Stacey Feindt (S) and Bill Clark (B): 

 

S: NOVA is a community comprised of traditional and  

non-traditional students. Which type of student do you 

 consider yourself to be, and why?  

 

B: I have been both. Forty plus years ago, I was a  

traditional student in that I attended university full 

time from ages 17-21; but, I was a non-traditional 

student in that I worked 60 hours a week. Currently, 

I attend NOVA full time, but do not work. I suppose 

that classifies me as traditional. However, I’m 65, 

not the standard; so, likewise, I’m non-traditional. 

 

S: How far along are you in the paralegal 

program? 

 

B: This is my first semester. I’m taking twelve credits: 

Family Law, Introduction to Law, Legal Research, 

and Sociology (a paralegal program core 

requirement). As a sidebar, I’d offer a shout-out for Sociology 201. As a military aviator, logistician, 

defense attaché, and civilian Director of the Defense Attaché Service (military personnel stationed 

in American Embassies around the world), I didn’t realize I was a practicing, if amateur, sociologist. I 

suspect that the knowledge one acquires in Sociology 201 translates later on to better performance 

in leadership/followership positions in the workforce. No matter the career field, more often than 

not, leaders/followers find themselves in the people business. 

 

S: What inspired you to enroll in the paralegal program? 

 

B: I’ve always thought that I would pursue three careers in my working lifetime. Thus, I’m now 

preparing for my third. Why paralegal? Numbers of reasons. First, the subject matter interests me. 

Whether I work as a paralegal or not, the knowledge is really useful. Second, I like winning, and I 

gravitate towards work that produces tangible results. Clients’ wins, “on offense or defense,” in or 

out of court, represent tangible results. Third, like the study of mathematics, paralegal studies also 

Student of the Month: Bill Clark 

It doesn’t matter where you go...you 

can’t avoid multiple choice questions. 

Which adult is Bill Clark? Pick the WRONG 

answer.  

a. The adult in the top photo.  

b. The adult in the bottom photo.  

c. The adult in both photos.  

d. All of the above.  

e. None of the above. 
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teaches one “how to think.” Logic serves one very, very well in working life. Fourth, lifelong learning 

is where it’s at! 

  

  S: Has college brought up any particular challenges for you? If so, are there any helpful tips you         

might be able to offer students facing similar challenges? 

B: No real challenges to date, but I see one coming. Frankly, I’ve always been one who would 

rather “play outside” than “fly a desk,” so I see big challenges ahead on the technology front. I 

border on computer illiterate. I have to do something about that. I think the very best paralegals 

are highly knowledgeable in their field, but likewise know how to “wield” technology.  

Tips? Most people procrastinate. I have figured out, with life’s many built-in interruptions, if it takes 

two hours to complete a homework assignment or prepare for a test, and I delay until I’m able to 

cordon off a two hour block of time, it doesn’t translate to end success. Instead, twenty minutes 

here and twenty minutes there is usually necessary to get the job done. I call it nibbling.  

Second, participate in class. It’s not a one way street; it’s a two way street. Professors rely on the 

“exchange” to progress the class. Trust me, (the once upon a time painfully shy, introverted to a 

fault guy), you don’t own the question you ask; your classmates are wondering the same thing. 

And, your two cents are worth every bit as much as the two cents coming out of the guy’s mouth 

on your left or right.  

Third, ask for help, or tutoring, if you need it. Don’t bypass this resource.  

Fourth, network, network, network-- starting yesterday. For instance, join the Paralegal Students 

Association. It’s been my experience that most people get jobs (definitely their second and third) 

as a direct or indirect result of their network. Interestingly, it’s generally not a member of your 

immediate circle that makes it happen. Usually, it’s a random person on whom you left a lasting 

impression.  

  S: Thank you Bill for sharing your story, relatable challenges, and words of wisdom. You definitely 

have an interesting background, and an adorable family. I appreciate all your work on this very first 

“Student of the Month” article.   

Final note: Stacey guesses that the answer to Bill’s multiple choice question is “E”, unless he has an 

identical twin brother, and it is a trick. The next time you see Bill, go ahead and ask.  
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Upcoming Meetings: March 

 

Our March meeting will feature the guest speaker we had scheduled for February. For 

those of you who were not able to attend, the speaker had an emergency and had to 

reschedule.  The speaker, Ms. Ann Kloeckner is the director and an attorney for the legal 

aid office, Legal Aid Works. Our supply drive will benefit this non-profit legal group. 

Information is on flyer below. Please RSVP.  
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Upcoming Meetings: April  

 

Did you know? Attorneys and paralegals play an important role in the patent and 

trademark process. Some help individuals and businesses navigate through the 

application process, while others defend and challenge patent and trademark 

infringements. We have a speaker lined up to help us understand this complex, yet 

interesting area of law. So bring your confused mind, and you might just leave enlightened 

and with a desire to work in the intellectual property field.   

 

Who: Mr. Michael Razavi, with the United States Patent and Trademark Office 

What: A lesson on patents and trademarks, their importance, how the application process 

works, and then Mr. Razavi will open the floor up for more targeted questions.  

Where: Alexandria campus, Tyler building, room #123  

When: Wednesday April 5, 10:00-11:30 AM   (This is a date change.) 

 

Refreshments will be served, please RSVP to: psa.nvcc@gmail.com  

mailto:psa.nvcc@gmail.com
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  Be the best student you can be! Take advantage of FREE tutoring by a NOVA paralegal 

grad, and current paralegal. Tutoring starts March 13th. There will be a sign-up sheet 

located in the Tyler building soon. Contact Professor McMillan with any questions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


