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August–September 2016 
 

Paralegal Student Association 
NOVA Alexandria Campus 

 

Join us at the September 26 PSA meeting, 11:50am-12:50pm, 

featuring two certified, senior-level paralegals on the topics of 

technology, certification, legal fields, regulation, and more. 

 

Mock Interviews 

Beginning in the fall 2016 semester, mock interview sessions will be 

conducted to help students prepare for a job in the legal field. 

More information will be available after the fall semester is 

underway.  

Notary Commission 

One thing you can do now to add to your paralegal resume is to 

become a notary. Notary services are frequently needed at law 

offices. “A notary acts as an official, unbiased witness to the 

identity and signature of the person who comes before the notary 

for a specific purpose. The person may be taking an oath, giving 

oral or written testimony, or signing or acknowledging his or her 

signature on a legal document. In each case, the notary attests 

that certain formalities have been observed. … The key function is 

to be certain that the person appearing before the notary is who 

that person claims to be.” (Source: Virginia Notary Handbook) 

To be eligible to apply for a Virginia Notary Public Commission, you 

must be at least 18 years of age, be able to read and write English, 

be a legal resident of the United States, live or work in Virginia, and 

have not been convicted of a felony. (Nonresidents may be 

appointed as notaries if they are regularly employed in the state 

and perform notary services in connection with their job.) 

Virginia is a “self-certifying state”—there are no classes or testing to 

qualify to become a notary public. You can apply on line, but 

must pick up your notary certificate in person. The application fee 

is $45, and the certificate fee is $10 (cash only). More information 

on becoming a Virginia notary can be found here.  

 

Next PSA Meeting  

September 26, 11:50am-12:50pm: 

“Your Paralegal Career—The 

Profession, Certification, and 

Regulation,” location TBD 

 

Calendar  

August 22—Fall 2016 classes 

begin  

September 5—Labor Day, college 

closed 

September 8—Last day to drop 

with a refund (16-week class) 

October 1—Last date to apply for 

fall graduation 

October 10–11—Fall Break, no 

classes 

November 1—Last day to 

withdraw without a grade 

penalty (16-week class) 

November 24–27—Thanksgiving 

holiday weekend, no classes 

December 18—Exams end (16-

week class) 

Suggestions, Connections? 

Do you have an idea for a PSA 

meeting or program? Know 

someone in the legal field who 

may be interested in presenting 

at a PSA meeting or event? 

Please email your suggestions to 

psa.nvcc@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://commonwealth.virginia.gov/media/6260/2016-july-1-2016-handbook-update.pdf
http://commonwealth.virginia.gov/official-documents/notary-commissions/
mailto:psa.nvcc@gmail.com
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Limited License Legal Technicians 

A new legal professional position is the “limited license legal technician” (LLLT). This new position 

was created to increase access to legal services. The first state to adopt and regulate LLLTs was 

Washington State in February 2015. Other states that are considering LLLTs are California, Oregon, 

Colorado, New York, and New Mexico. (Virginia is not considering LLLTs at this time. A brief 

summary of the Virginia State Bar Future of Law Practice Study Committee can be found here.) 

An LLLT differs from a paralegal in that the LLLT works directly for the client and does not require 

the supervision of an attorney. Whereas paralegals work for their supervising attorney, and all work 

a paralegal does is subject to the review of his or her supervising attorney. *An LLLT is not an 

attorney; an LLLT is limited in the services he or she can provide to clients. 

In Washington State, LLLTs are “trained and licensed to advise and assist people going through 

divorce, child custody and other family-law matters in Washington. … Think of them like nurse 

practitioners, who can treat patients and prescribe medication like a doctor. Licensed Legal 

Technicians bring a similar option to the legal world, making legal services more accessible to 

people who can’t afford an attorney. While they cannot represent clients in court, Legal 

Technicians are able to consult and advise, complete and file necessary court documents, help 

with court scheduling, and support a client in navigating the often confusing maze of the legal 

system.” In Washington State, LLLTs can set their own fees and even become partners in a law firm. 

(Source: “Legal Technicians,” WSBA)  

Articles on LLLTs can be found here and here. 

American Bar Association (ABA) Membership for Paralegals 

The American Bar Association offers a membership for paralegals and student paralegals. The 

membership gives you access to discounts associated with the paralegal certification. There are 

many other benefits as well. Annual membership dues for student paralegals is just $26/year. For 

more information, go to the ABA website. 

Fairfax Bar Association (FBA) Membership for Paralegals—It’s Free! 

The FBA offers free membership to any non-lawyer who is not an accredited paralegal who is 

currently enrolled in and actively attending an approved ABA-accredited paralegal studies 

program. Click here to join the FBA online. Click here to learn the benefits of FBA membership. 

National Capital Area Paralegal Association (NCAPA)  

The National Capital Area Paralegal Association is a non-profit organization for paralegals living or 

working in the District of Columbia, Maryland, and Virginia areas. NCAPA offers several types of 

membership, including one for students. For more information, go to the NCAPA website. 

http://www.vsb.org/docs/valawyermagazine/vl1015-ed.pdf
http://www.wsba.org/licensing-and-lawyer-conduct/limited-licenses/legal-technicians
http://www.2civility.org/future-or-folly-limited-license-legal-technicians/
http://www.sandsmckinley.com/legal-technicians-across-the-us/
http://www.americanbar.org/groups/paralegals/resources/benefits_of_aba_membership.html
https://fairfaxbar.site-ym.com/general/register_member_type.asp?
http://c.ymcdn.com/sites/fairfaxbar.site-ym.com/resource/resmgr/MemberServices_Files/benefits_fbamembers.pdf
http://www.ncapa.com/

