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***Summer LGL Classes with Low Enrollment*** 

If you have not yet registered for your summer LGL classes, 

please do so ASAP. The following LGL classes may be canceled 

due to low enrollment:  

LGL 117  Family Law (Tuesday/Thursday at 7:00 p.m.) 

LGL 215  Torts (2d 6-week session; Tuesday/Thursday at 7:00 p.m.) 

LGL 217  Trial Practice (Monday/Wednesday at 8:50 a.m.) 

LGL 218  Criminal Law (2d 6-week session; Monday/Wednesday 

at 7:00 p.m.) 

LGL 235  Legal Aspects of Business Organizations (12-week 

session; Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.) 
 

Next Year … 

As with many organizations, the future of the PSA depends on its 

members. Because students can complete NOVA’s paralegal 

program in two years, retaining student leadership and support is 

challenging. If you want to contribute to NOVA’s PSA, whether 

once or on a regular basis, please contact us at 

psa.nvcc@gmail.com. 

Tips for the Entry-Level Paralegal 

Many of us began looking for work or related opportunities almost 

immediately after starting the program. However, we’re at a 

standstill, facing “looking for experienced paralegals only” in the 

employment notice requirements. Let’s face it, you’re not 

experienced and you need a job. Searching “entry-level paralegal 

jobs” can get you closer to the opportunities you want and need. 

Also, adding “entry-level paralegal” to your LinkedIn or other 

accounts will make it easier for employers to discover you.  

Additional tips for looking for a job include the following:  

 Use LinkedIn to showcase your marketable skills. Include a 

professional photo as part of your profile. 

 

Next PSA Meeting in the Fall 

 

Calendar  

May 2—Open Fall 2016 

registration begins 

May 8—Spring 2016 exams end  

May 14—Commencement 

May 16—Summer 2016 classes 

begin 

August 22—Fall 2016 classes 

begin  

Suggestions, Connections? 

Do you have an idea for a PSA 

meeting or program? Know 

someone in the legal field who 

may be interested in presenting 

or otherwise support a PSA 

meeting or event? Please share 

your thoughts with the NOVA 

Paralegal Student Association at 

psa.nvcc@gmail.com. 

Legal Terms—Practice 

Studying for one of the 

paralegal exams? How do 

you define the following 

terms: mens rea, punitive 

damage, procedural law, 

prima facie, tort, contract, 

statute, law, and cause of 

action? 
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 Use job search sites, such as Indeed, to look for jobs. 

 Contact employment agencies that specialize in legal positions, such as Robert Half Legal, NRI, 

and Kelly Services (there are many!). 

 Visit the websites of firms or businesses of interest to you. Read the 

mission statement. Review the job announcements and the job 

qualifications. 

 Develop and practice your 60-second “elevator” resume so you are 

always prepared to market yourself. 

 Join a professional organization (such as FBA, ABA, NCAPA—see below). These organizations 

offer benefits that may help you in your job search as well as offer continuing education. 

Paralegal Certification 

NOVA’s Paralegal Studies program is one of five educational programs in the state of Virginia 

approved by the American Bar Association.  When you earn an AAS in Paralegal Studies at NOVA, 

it is an advantage for you because it is an ABA-approved program. However, the AAS in Paralegal 

Studies does not also include a professional certification. Paralegal certification is not required to 

work as a paralegal (nor is a degree), but there are opportunities to earn certification from the 

National Federation of Paralegal Associations (NFPA), the National Association of Legal Assistants 

(NALA), and NALS. The requirements, timelines, and fees vary. Check out this comparison chart to 

see if there is a certification that interests you. NFPA and API offers 7-week online review courses for 

PCCE and PACE. Course dates and more information can be found here. 

Study guides for the NFPA and NALA certification exams are available in the Alexandria campus 

library. Additionally, NOVA’s bookstore in Tyler sells LGL course-related study cards in criminal law 

and other topics. Great for studying for NOVA classes or paralegal certification exams. 

Fairfax Bar Association (FBA) Membership for Paralegals—It’s Free! 

The FBA offers free membership to any non-lawyer who is not an accredited paralegal who is 

currently enrolled in and actively attending an approved ABA-accredited paralegal studies 

program. Click here to join the FBA online. Click here to learn the benefits of FBA membership. 

American Bar Association (ABA) Membership for Paralegals 

The American Bar Association offers a membership for paralegals and student paralegals. The 

membership gives you access to discounts associated with the paralegal certification. There are 

other benefits as well. For more information, go to the ABA website. 

National Capital Area Paralegal Association (NCAPA)  

The National Capital Area Paralegal Association is a non-profit organization for paralegals living or 

working in the District of Columbia, Maryland, and Virginia areas. NCAPA offers several types of 

membership, including one for students. For more information, go to the NCAPA website. 

http://www.paralegals.org/includes/get_asset.asp?asset=3168
http://www.paralegals.org/default.asp?page=101
https://fairfaxbar.site-ym.com/general/register_member_type.asp?
http://c.ymcdn.com/sites/fairfaxbar.site-ym.com/resource/resmgr/MemberServices_Files/benefits_fbamembers.pdf
http://www.americanbar.org/groups/paralegals/resources/benefits_of_aba_membership.html
http://www.ncapa.com/

