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June Newsletter 
 

Paralegal Student Association 

(PSA)   
NOVA, Alexandria Campus  

PSA.NVCC@gmail.com  

 

Mission: To provide students with educational opportunities, field 

trips, volunteer work, and fellowship. 

 

Employment Outlook 

Many students enrolled in Paralegal and Legal Studies programs 

are looking to either begin their career or change their career. The 

compelling pull towards paralegal studies is not only illustrated on 

television and in movies, but also in suspense thrillers such as The 

Paralegal, by Daniel Easterling. As exciting as how these venues 

portray the career of a paralegal, the draw to this profession is far 

more basic to human nature—the paralegal field is growing and is 

projected to continue growing.  

The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics projects that employment of 

legal assistants and paralegals will grow eight percent from 2014 to 

2024. Furthermore, the profession has diversity that few other 

professions enjoy. Paralegals can find themselves working in estate 

planning, civil or criminal law practice, state or federal court, large 

international corporations, or local non-profit organizations. 

Government is also a large employer of paralegals; however, 

private law firms are the largest employers.  

The paralegal career began to develop in the 1960s and is not 

showing any sign of decline, unlike other careers. Just one 

example is postmaster positions that are projected to decline over 

20% in the next eight years (www.bloomberg.com). As the cost of 

litigation continues to rise, so shall the demand for paralegals. 

Source: www.nala.org    

 

Upcoming Events 

May 1 

Fall registration began for all 

students 

August 22 

16-week and 8-week classes 

begin 

September 5 

14-week classes begins 

 

Important 

Announcement 

Summer is here! According to 

the Huffington Post there are 

five important safety tips to 

keep in mind during these 

hot summer months. 

1. Use sunscreen and avoid 

sunburn. 

2. Swim smart – don’t take 

unnecessary risks. 

3. Wear bug repellant – bug 

bites can make you ill.  

4. Stay hydrated!  

5. Never leave a child (or 

pet) unattended in a car! 

It can be fatal!   

 

mailto:PSA.NVCC@gmail.com
http://www.bloomberg.com/
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IRL Paralegal 

When changes in life led two different women down the same path to 

careers in paralegal work 

Interview between NOVA paralegal graduate Nancy Swanson (N), a 

lead paralegal who is employed for a Private Investigator in Richmond, 

Paula (P), and a sole paralegal working for a criminal defense attorney 

in Leesburg, Katy (K): 

(N) Please tell me about yourself, your education, and who you work 

for? 

(P) After my son graduated high school, I attended a local community college and went on to 

graduate at VCU. I majored in social psychology and started my second career as a legal 

secretary for a private investigator.  

(K) I already held a BA in public communications, but after my youngest left home, I did some 

research and decided to obtain a certification through NALA. I believed that the certification 

would make me more marketable, and it did. I work in a very small office for a criminal defense 

attorney.  

(N) What are your responsibilities? 

(P) I assist the PI with paperwork, file keeping, interviewing, and background investigations.  

(K) I run the office, do research, prepare court documents, file documents with the court, assist 

with discovery, and generally anything that prepares the attorney for a criminal defense, such as 

preparing a trial notebook.  

(N) What drew you to the paralegal field? 

(P) I was drawn to the investigative side of being a paralegal; I like the things that I learn about 

people.  

(K) My father, grandfather, and father-in-law are attorneys. I have always been interested in the 

law, but I had a family and law school was too expensive.  

(N) Where would you like to go from here? 

(P) This is my second career during my life and I have been here twenty years. From here, I will 

retire.  
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(K) I wish that I knew the answer. I have been here eight years now, and the attorney needs me. 

His previous legal assistant did not have a paralegal degree or certification, so for now my plans 

are to stay here.  

(N) What is the work dress code at your office? Do you have suggestions for interviewees and new 

hires? 

(P) An interviewee needs to market themselves. It has always benefitted me to volunteer for legal 

offices or organizations, which eventually opened doors to full time employment. At my small 

office, I normally dress in a work casual manner. Slacks, sweaters, or blouses are always a safe bet.  

(K) The law profession continues to be conservative, so be sure to dress up for an interview. A skirt 

with a blouse or a dress for women, and a button down jacket, tie, and slacks for men. Since I do a 

lot of running around where I work, I do not wear heels, but I do wear skirts or slacks. Interviewees 

should remove any unusual piercings and cover any tattoos.  

(N) Is your company looking for interns or people at this time? 

(P) The PI will be retiring soon, and I shall probably follow along that same path.  

(K) At this time, my office is not. However, I want to stress to paralegals who are looking for 

employment to be willing to take a position that you may not think you want. Try it anyway 

because you may change your mind once you realize how exciting it is.   


