
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark Your Calendars! 

Upcoming PSA Meetings 

Monday, December 16 

6:00-10:00pm | Room AA-196 

You’ll have another chance to 

win $20 playing Kahootz Legal 

Trivia! A special guest speaker 

and local lawyer will share 

what he looks for when hiring 

and what he expects of a 

paralegal, followed by a Q&A. 

Then we’ll toast all of our 

December grads! 

Friday, January 24 

6:00-10:00pm | Room AA-196 

Starting in January, the PSA will 

host a legal movie night the 

third Friday of every month. 

Join us in January for popcorn 

and Legally Blonde! 

Important NVCC Dates 

Monday, December 16 

Examinations End 

Monday, December 23, 2019 – 

Wednesday, January 1, 2020 

NVCC closed for Winter Break 

Monday, January 13  

Spring 2020 semester begins! 
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Happy Holidays, PSA Members! 

Whether you celebrate Hanukkah, Christmas, Kwanzaa, 

or nada – here are some gifts EVERY STUDENT can 

celebrate! Just register with your NOVA nvcc.edu email. 

Amazon Prime Student 

All of the perks of Prime for less! First 6 months FREE, then 

50% off thereafter. 

www.amazon.com/Amazon-Student 

Spotify + Hulu + Showtime 

Enjoy music, podcasts, movies & more! First 3 months 

FREE, then $4.99/month. 

www.spotify.com/us/student 

The Washington Post – Digital Subscription 

Sick of clicking on Washington Post articles for research, 

only to have a pop-up box prevent you from reading 

because you’re not a subscriber? Now you can get 

digital access to it all for $5/month. 

www.subscribe.washingtonpost.com/acqlite/edu-offer/ 

The New York Times – Digital Subscription 

Ever try to read a New York Times article but it says 

you’ve met your “5 article limit?” No more limits with the 

$4/month student rate! 

www.nytimes.com/subscription/education 

Traveling Greyhound or Amtrak? Heading to the 

movies, or out to eat? 

Always have your NOVA ID on hand and ask if there is a 

student discount…don’t be shy! You would be surprised 

how many places have one but don’t advertise it! 
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1. As a graduate of American University, what would you say are some of the benefits of studying law and/or 

paralegal studies in the Nation's Capital? Any drawbacks? 

The D.C. area is home for me, so coming back here after college (in Pennsylvania) was an obvious choice and was 

basically not related to the fact that it is the Nation's Capital. That having been said, it is - in some ways - a good 

place to be in the legal field since there are regular jobs for lawyers (and paralegal!), as well as all of the 

opportunities that having the seat of government here present. The only drawback is that there are a heck of a lot 

of other lawyers too! In many ways, the paralegal job market here is a lot easier to crack than the lawyer market (so 

you are in luck)! 
 

2. Is there something you routinely see Paralegal Studies students not taking advantage of that you would 

highly recommend? 

I always suggest to students that they take advantage of any and all opportunities to practice researching and 

writing. Legal research and legal writing are skills that get better when you practice them and wither when you do 

not. Use Nexis Uni whenever you can (for example, even to look up or find news articles), so you can tell 

prospective employers that you are competent at researching on LexisNexis. Follow the basic outline and tenets of 

proper legal writing form whenever you have an expository or a persuasive writing assignment - even if it is for a 

History or an English class. If you ever have to choose a paper or a presentation topic for a class, chose one that is 

related to the law and research it like it was for a Paralegal class. These skills will all serve you well! 
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Look over there – it’s a bird! It’s a plane! No, it’s Professor Meyer! 

Professor Meyer has been teaching at NOVA for 10 years! She teaches 

both online and in-person, and she has taught almost all of the classes in 

the Paralegal Studies program at one point or another. Next semester, 

Professor Meyer is scheduled to teach Legal Research, Legal Aspects of 

Business Organizations, and Real Estate Law. If you are not taking one of 

her classes, you can catch her at a PSA meeting or outing! 

 

 

Of course, as we know from the PSA field trips we have been 

discussing, I am also a big proponent of experiential learning too! 

I can't wait to go to the Library of Congress with you in the Spring 

semester. I am glad that a few of us could meet at the National 

Archives in November. In fact, anticipating that I was going to 

be in the December newsletter, the above selfie is one that I 

took at the Archives under the portico facing Constitution 

Avenue and the National Mall. 

 

3. What advice do you have for Paralegal Studies students 

graduating this December? 

Always, always, always bring a pad of paper and a pen to 

meetings and always, always, always take notes. I often see 

students in class who just listen and don't take notes. Listening is 

good, and no doubt some of you learn quite efficiently that way, 

but the work world is another scenario altogether! Your 

supervisors will rely on you to be another set of ears at the very 

least and quite often you will be the one who will officially 

capture what was said in the meeting for the whole legal 

team. Taking notes is a skill like all others! Practice it!  

 

Professor Meyer & PSA Members 
National Archives, November 2019 



   

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s been a fun semester! 

 

From meetings to movies, and trivia to trips, we have 

had a fun semester! It all went by too fast. If you could 

not make it to anything this semester, join us next 

semester! 

 

“TAKE 5 WITH PROFESSOR MEYER” CONTINUED 

4. What is a unique holiday tradition the Meyer family does this time of year? 

My parents and most of my siblings and their families live close, so luckily we are able to get together for holidays. 

One unique tradition that we started a few years ago, when my mother accidentally planted the idea while she 

was asking a few questions from a Christmas Trivia game while we were cooking, is to play a game called 

"snapdragon" on Christmas Eve. Apparently it is Scottish in origin and players try to fish raisins out of a flaming pan 

of brandy. The one who gets the white raisin wins! Though my mother has rued the day she suggested it, it’s been 

a funny pre-dinner activity ever since! 

 

5. What is your favorite legal movie, television show, documentary, book, author, podcast, or case to watch, 

read, or listen to? 

Gosh, there are so many! I do listen to quite a few podcasts and there are some great legal ones out there. 

My newest obsession is Unprecedented, which is about the First Amendment and comes from WAMU, our local 

NPR station. There are only a few episodes so far, but they are so good and interesting. I sort of wish I had waited 

until the end of the season to start listening, so I could binge a whole bunch at a time! 

 

December 2019 PSA Newsletter (cont.) 

PSA Secretary, Elyse Porter, shares 8 legal podcast 

recommendations for your travels over the holidays! 
 
Unprecedented 

By: WAMU 

About:  Hosts Michael Vuolo and Matthew Schwartz, along with appearances by NPR’s 

Nina Totenberg, tell the raw and emotional stories of ordinary people who defined the 

limits of our First Amendment rights.  Cases featured include Tinker v. Des Moines and 

Morse v. Frederick. 

 

Pro Say 

By: Law360 

About: Hosts Amber McKinney, Bill Donahue, and Alex Lawson bring listeners a recap of 

sensational stories and hidden gems from the world of law with the help of expert guests.  

 

Legal Wars 

By: Wondery 

About: Host Hill Harper puts the listener inside of the jury box of 

some of the most famous court cases in American history and 

contemplates the real-world impact these cases had on our 

society long after the final verdict. 

 

Undisclosed 

By: Audioboom 

About: Launched on the heels of the wildly popular podcast 

Serial, host Rabia Chaudry examines wrongful convictions and 

the US criminal justice system by taking a closer look at the 

perpetration of a crime, its investigation, and the trial, while 

uncovering new evidence along the way.   

 

Boom Lawyered 

By: Rewire.News 

About: Hosts Jessica Mason Pieklo and Imani Gandy explore 

important issues coming up in the courts, how the legal system 

works, and what the case outcomes will mean for us all.  

 

What Trump Can Teach Us About Con Law 

By: Radiotopia 

About:  Hosted by acclaimed podcaster Roman Mars (99% Invisible, 

co-founder of Radiotopia), this show is a weekly Constitutional Law 

101 class that uses the tumultuous and erratic activities of the 

executive brand under Trump to teach us about the US Constitution.  

 

Strict Scrutiny 

By: Melody Rowell 

About: Hosts Leah Litman, Melissa Murray, Jaime Santos, and Kate 

Shaw bring their mixed backgrounds as legal scholars and practicing 

attorneys to give a well-informed analysis of the Supreme Court and 

the culture that surrounds it.  

 

Short Circuit 

By: Institute for Justice 

About: While most legal podcasts focus on rulings of the Supreme 

Court, this show breaks down the week’s most intriguing decisions 

from the federal appellate courts with a unique brand of insight, wit, 

and passion for judicial engagement and the rule of law.  
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December 2019 PSA Newsletter (cont.) 

While the Paralegal Studies program is sad to say goodbye to this 

straight-A student whose kindness, optimism and ambition have 

stolen the hearts of peers and teachers alike, we are happy to add 

Chloe to our list of promising alumni, and we cannot wait to watch 

her take the legal field by storm! 

 

What are your plans for the future, Chloe? 

  

This past summer, I started a full-time job at Oblon, McClelland, Maier 

& Neustadt, L.L.P., an Intellectual Property law firm in Alexandria. So 

far it's been a good learning experience but I have decided I need 

to do work that's more fulfilling. After graduation, I'd like to get back 

into doing some interviews and seeing what sticks! I received my 

 

 

Remember to email Professor McMillan at jmcmillan@nvcc.edu to fill out a graduate 

survey, and please keep in touch about your post-graduate adventures in the legal world! 

And to the rest of you…we will see you next year!! 

bachelor's degree in Industrial & Organizational (I/O) Psychology in 2016, so for the moment I will be done            

with school. But I am still open to the idea of law school and I would be interested in pursuing that direction 

after getting some more work experience first. 

 

Any law school would be lucky to have you, Chloe! 

 

To all our December grads… 
 

 


