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Happy 2020, PSA Members!        
Seeing how fast the month of January flew by, 

we won’t waste any time telling you what to 

watch for this semester! 

 >>> FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21 <<< 

Complimentary LinkedIn Headshots                               

Time: 3:00-6:00pm | Room 158 
In today’s job market, employers are turning to LinkedIn to 

scout out future employees and judge incoming 

interviewees. Their first impression is often your profile picture. 

A professional picture is a great way to show your best self 

to a potential employer. That is why the PSA is offering 

complimentary headshots, taken by our very own 

professional photographer, Elyse Porter! 

 

Reserve your photoshoot time ASAP by emailing 

psa.nvcc@gmail.com! 

Documentary Screening & Talkback                               

Time: 7:00-10:00pm | Room 196 

Watch HBO’s gut-wrenching documentary, I Love You, Now 

Die: The Commonwealth v. Michelle Carter, followed by a 

friendly debate about whether “virtual presence” should 

count as murder. 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, March 1, 2020 

Last day to apply for spring 

graduation 

Monday, March 2, 2020 &                     

Tuesday, March 3, 2020 

ABA Site Visit 

Monday, March 9, 2020 –                      

Sunday, March 15, 2020 

Spring Break 

Monday, March 16, 2020  

Second 8-Week Session begins 

16-Week Session                          

Census Date: Fri. January 31                      

Last day to withdraw without 

grade penalty: Wed. March 25 

14-Week Session                          

Census Date: Tues. February 11                      

Last day to withdraw without 

grade penalty: Mon. March 30 

Monday, March 30, 2020 

Open registration for summer 

classes begins 
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The American Bar Association (ABA) will conduct 

a Site Visit on Monday and Tuesday, March 2-3. 

The team will meet with Dr. Anne Kress, the College 

president, along with other members of the faculty and 

administration. They will also observe day and evening  

 

Several times a month, new relevant jobs & internship 

opportunities are posted on the program website! 

Visit: https://blogs.nvcc.edu/allegal/jobs-and-internships-2/ 

 

 

 

classes in session. Most importantly, the Site Team will meet                                                                                  

with current paralegal students on Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. in Bisdorf Room 475. 

If you would like to attend this meeting, please contact Professor McMillan at 

jmcmillan@nvcc.edu for details. 

 

 
 

From the American Bar Association at americanbar.org 

The mission of the American Bar Association’s Standing Committee on Paralegals is to 

improve the American system of justice by establishing ABA standards for the education 

and training of paralegals and by promoting attorneys’ professional, effective, and 

ethical utilization of paralegals. 

The Standing Committee on Paralegals and Approval Commission carry out this mission 

through extensive investigation of self-evaluation reports prepared by the paralegal 

programs as well as through on-site evaluations of program operations to verify that they 

operate in compliance with the ABA’s strict Guidelines. 

The guidance and direction of the ABA through the Standing Committee and its 

Approval Commission has led to the development of superior paralegal education 

programs designed to raise the competence of those individuals who assist lawyers in the 

delivery of legal services. 

For more information, visit https://blogs.nvcc.edu/allegal/  
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February 2020 PSA Newsletter (cont.) 

Professor Cecilia Galloway is an Adjunct Faculty member who 

currently teaches Legal Writing and Estate Planning & Probate. 

This semester marks Professor Galloway’s 10th year of teaching at 

NVCC – her alma mater! After getting her Associate in Paralegal 

Studies, Professor Galloway advanced on to George Mason 

University to study communications, conflict analysis and 

resolution, where she earned her Bachelor’s degree. Now she 

works as a professional paralegal and contract mediator in  

 
Northern Virginia. But before Professor Galloway was, to use her words, “catapulted into law,”                   

she originally studied theatre and dance in college!  So, we had to ask… 

1. What drew you to the law and ultimately mediation?                                                                                      

A confluence of life circumstances, opportunity, and a bit of good luck. I worked for a startup law 

firm while in school, moving from office administrator/secretary to paralegal. By the time I received 

my NVCC degree, my work and life experience led me to conflict mediation. Estate cases and 

guardianship cases can tear families apart. I saw the adversarial style of traditional litigation 

sometimes caused heartbreak and destruction in families. Mediation offered a gentler, kinder way 

to try to resolve legal conflicts. Its focus on interpersonal communication skills and understanding of 

relationship dynamics serves me well, both in formal mediations and in my paralegal role. While my 

paralegal career has focused primarily on Estates, Trusts and Elder Law, my mediation work is 

primarily family law cases. As you probably already know, every area of law connects in some 

way. I find my mediation skills are useful in my paralegal practice and my legal knowledge informs 

my mediation.  

2. What is your favorite legal movie, television show, documentary, book, author, podcast, or case 

to watch, read, or listen to?  

I am a murder mystery “junkie” for leisure reading. I love John Grisham novels. His stories are rich in 

their storytelling, social justice and commentary, knowledge and understanding of law. I find his 

books captivating. 

3. Having spent more than 30 years helping people with wills, estates, and trusts, what is the 

strangest item you have heard or witnessed descendants fight over?  

A few times families have fought over disposition of their loved one’s body. One case I recall 

caused a delay in funeral or cremation for several weeks. Another case was a suit against an 

executor for having the body cremated. Most heartbreaking in both of those situations is the 

incredible discord among family members. Disagreements and anger happen with the loss of a 

loved one, but to resolve them exclusively in litigation feels like a war fueled by misdirected grief 

and damaged family dynamics. 
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February 2020 PSA Newsletter (cont.) 

Gesundheit! 
Whether it’s a new strain of the flu or the coronavirus, there always 

seems to be some sort of contagious illness lurking behind every corner. 

The Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommends 

taking the following measures to stay healthy throughout the season: 

1. Wash your hands frequently with soap and water, especially after: 

 Blowing your nose 

 Coughing or sneezing into your hand 

 Shaking someone’s hand 

 Handling someone else’s cell phone 

 Riding public transportation 

 Touching bathroom stall door knobs, locks, toilet and faucet handles 

 Using shared items like computers and pens in libraries and classrooms 

2. Avoid eating or touching your face with unwashed hands, as respiratory virus germs love easy 

access to your eyes, nose, and mouth. 

3. Disinfect frequently-touched surfaces and objects, like cell phones, laptops, desks, and 

writing utensils. 

4. Avoid close contact with people, such as hugging, shaking hands, and sharing beverages. 

5. Stay hydrated! 

6. Stay well-rested! 

7. And stay home!...if you do not feel well. 

 

 

 

 

“TAKE FIVE” WITH PROFESSOR GALLOWAY CONTINUED 

4. What is the most touching act you have heard or witnessed in a will? 

One client gifted her estate of more than $2 million to organizations she believed embodied the 

spirit of the best of the U. S. She was an immigrant from Belgium who fled to the U.S. in the early 

WW II years in search of safety and a better life. She and her husband thrived here and became 

U.S. citizens. Her wish was to “give back” to this nation that gave her so much. Perhaps more 

memorable than the Will itself is her personal story. What was special for me was having a hand in 

making sure her wishes were carried out because our law firm served as executor of her estate.  

5. What advice do you have for Paralegal Studies students graduating this May? 

Approach each paralegal or other job in law with an open mind, a strong initiative to learn and 

grow your “toolbox” of skills. Every skill you learn in one job will increase your value in the next, 

whether the job is a new task for one employer or a new job in a different place. Also, continue 

your legal education (CLE) throughout your career. Law evolves. There are many CLE programs in 

all areas of law available. Maybe take courses at the undergrad or graduate level that can 

enhance your knowledge. 

 


