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Professor Janet Fiorentino has twenty-four years' experience practicing law as well as 

teaching a range of classes for both paralegal and law students.  Besides teaching with the 

Paralegal Studies program at NOVA, she is a Legal Writing Instructor at District of Columbia 

David A. Clarke School of Law. Moreover, she is licensed to practice law in the State of 

California. She has free-lanced as both a paralegal and attorney,, working in a variety of fields 

including Family Law, Landlord-Tenancy and Estate Planning. Using her family law practice 

experience, she has served multiple times as a judge for the National Moot Court Competition in 

Child Welfare & Adoption Law. Lastly, she is a novelist and has published three short stories 

and a novel through Kindle Direct Publishing. 

 

Chris Hutton is a Virginia native who always felt a calling to practice law and has a drive for 
litigation. During law school Chris focused extensively on family law, criminal law, and trial 
practice. Chris traveled for his school’s mock trial team to compete against several other 
students, sharpened his trial skills through countless hours of mock trial, and litigated several 
criminal and family law matters while still in law school. 
Chris has taken that drive and passion into each and every case and has aggressively 
represented his client’s interests. 
During his free time Chris spends most of his time with his family and his dog, Oliver. 
EDUCATION: University of Richmond School of Law-2015-2018 
Virginia Commonwealth University-2011-2015, Graduated cum laude 
PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS-Virginia Trial Lawyers Association 
Affiliations: Jeanette Limpan Family Law Clinic Student, Trial Advocacy Board 
 

Gwen McCrea, Learning Specialist 

Gwen’s background is in lifelong learning, from outdoor learning for children to adult education. 

She has worked in academic support services at NOVA for 7 years. She earned a PhD in 

Geography from the University of Minnesota, and she also teaches online for Western New 

Mexico University. In her current position at NOVA, Gwen oversees the academic skills 

workshop programming, works with students individually as an academic coach, and works on 

other student success initiatives. Her other interests include travel (once that’s safe again!), 

outdoor fitness, gardening, reading, and writing. 

 
  



Professor G.D. McMillan has taught at NOVA for approximately 15 years. He is a professor of 
Criminal Justice and Sociology. He is a retired Special Agent with the Department of Justice. 
During his 30 years employment with the DOJ, he was assigned as an instructor at the FBI and 
DEA Academies in Quantico for eight years.  Professor McMillan holds a Master of Science 
from Central Missouri University, and a Master of Education from the University of Virginia. His 
hobbies consist of: fishing, cycling, painting, and grilling. Professor McMillan has a wife, two 
sons, and six grandchildren.  
 
Tara McMillan is an associate in the corporate practice group at Akerman LLP. She focuses 
her practice on securities transactions, mergers and acquisitions, private equity, corporate 
governance, and other general corporate matters. Tara represents clients from a broad 
spectrum of industries, including healthcare, utilities, automotive, and correctional facilities. Her 
experience includes technology-driven transactions involving intellectual property assets. Tara 
currently serves as a Council Member of the Akerman Racial Justice Initiative and the Co-
Leader of the Akerman Black Network Group. 
Tara received her Master of Laws and Juris Doctor degrees from the University of Miami School 
of Law (Miami Law) and her Bachelors of Law from the University of Technology, Jamaica. 
While at Miami Law, Tara served as staff editor for the Race and Social Justice Law Review and 
was a Dean’s Merit Scholar. 
Prior to practicing law, Tara was the compliance director for a group of financial institutions in 
Jamaica. 
 
Tammie Y. Moore, Esq. 
Ms. Moore is a diversely skilled attorney of 25 years, currently in private practice. She is 
licensed to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court Bar, the Southern District of Texas, the 
Eastern District of Texas, and the State Bar of Texas. Prior to private practice, Ms. Moore held 
significant public sector/federal law enforcement agency experience, to include experience as a 
Special Assistant United States Attorney and Regional Agency Counsel with the USPIS.  Most 
of Ms. Moore’s experience has involved federal criminal and employment cases in federal trial 
courts and before federal, state, and local administrative agencies. In addition to holding several 
real estate related certifications/licenses, Ms. Moore is also a real estate attorney. Ms. Moore is 
a credentialed mediator and registered arbitrator.  
Ms. Moore obtained a Bachelor’s degree in Political Science, with minor studies in Spanish, 
from the University of Houston. Ms. Moore. obtained a Doctorate of Jurisprudence from Texas 
A&M University School of Law (previously TWU). 
 

Chris Webster is a legal assistant/paralegal with Bean, Kinney & Korman, P.C. in Fairfax, 

Virginia. She has 25+ years of state and federal litigation experience. Chris has worked in a 

number of capacities in various areas of the law for such prestigious firms as Blankingship & 

Keith, ShounBach, Cooley LLP, and others. 

Chris earned a Paralegal Certificate from NOVA and was admitted into the English Honors 

program. She is certified as a wildland firefighter and patriciates in a number of community 

service activities. Chris also serves as the Chair of the Paralegal Studies Advisory Committee. 

In that capacity she has helped me tremendously with Career Workshops, Symposiums, and 

most recently a Panel Discussion. Without her leadership on the Advisory Committee, the 

program would not have been able to accomplish as much as it has. 

  



Cassi Wickline currently works as a paralegal with Nichols Zauzig, a Professional Corporation. 
She assists multiple attorneys in all areas of family law to include equitable distribution, divorce 
matters, highly contested custody cases, protective order hearings, and child support/spousal 
support matters. 
Previous Employment 
Ackman & Associates, LLC: Her focus was to assist a small law firm in the areas of family law, 
criminal law, and personal injury legal matters. 
Woehrle, Dahlberg, Jones, Yao PLLC: She supported one partner as a paralegal in the areas of 
family law, criminal law, personal injury law, wills/probate, and guardian ad litem matters. It was 
at this firm that the legal seed was planted and Ms. Wickline began utilizing her paralegal 
degree. She gained knowledge on trial preparation and litigation, all necessary steps of an 
uncontested divorce, filing various petitions, and the roles of a guardian ad litem. 
Education 
Bachelor’s Degree in Business with a Concentration in LAW from Strayer University in June 
2015. Associate of Applied Science Degree in Paralegal Studies from Northern Virginia 
Community College in May 2013; Associate Degree in General Studies from Northern Virginia 
Community College in May 2013. 
"As a paralegal it is my job to help clients calm down and weave back emotions. Oftentimes, as 
a paralegal it is our role to not just support attorneys in preparing for trial, but to also support the 
clients and perform client control". 
Volunteer 
Ms. Wickline is an active member of Northern Virginia Community College Paralegal Studies 
Advisory Committee since 2014. 
 

Professor Joyce McMillan is the Program Head of Paralegal Studies at Northern Virginia 
Community College (NOVA). She earned a Doctorate of Jurisprudence from George Mason 
University School of Law in Arlington, Virginia, and is licensed to practice in the State of 
Maryland. In addition Professor McMillan earned a Bachelor of Arts degree [magna cum laude] 
in Business Administration from Marymount University, Arlington, Virginia and a Paralegal 
Studies degree [summa cum laude] from NOVA. 
Before teaching at NOVA Professor McMillan worked in the Chief Counsel’s office at a federal 
law enforcement agency where she specialized in Equal Employment Opportunity and Criminal 
Law matters. She has worked as a legal professional for over 20 years in the public and private 
sectors where her job duties included hiring and supervising paralegals and legal interns. 
Professor McMillan teaches all of the courses in the Paralegal Studies curriculum. She enjoys 
teaching and is dedicated to improving student success. Professor McMillan enjoys spending 
time with her family, reading, and outdoor activities. 
 


