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Prepositions 

What is a Preposition? 

 A preposition describes a relationship between words. In many languages, prepositions are not needed 

because people use the context to understand the relationship. In English, prepositions allow the reader to 

understand the relationship between different words without knowing any context.  
 

  John went store home.  
 

 Which did John go to first, the store or his home? Without context or prepositions, the reader cannot 

answer this simple question.  
 

  If John went to the store from home, then he went home first and then went to the store.  
 

  If John went from the store to home, then he went to the store before going home.  
 

 The prepositions explain the relationship between went, store, and home. They provide the missing 

context that is necessary to clearly understand the sentence.  
 

Rules for Prepositions 

 Many prepositions are used specifically to show relationships of time, location, and movement. 
 

Time Location Movement 

Use for when measuring a specific 
amount of time 

 He held his breath for 
seven minutes.  

Use at with addresses and 
locations of people 

 It is at 600 Cherry St.  

 I’ll be at the corner.  

Use to when explaining movement 
toward a place 

 I drove to work.  

 She went to the store.  

Use since with a specific time 

 He has held his breath since 
2:30 pm.  

Use on with street names and 
locations of things 

 We live on Cherry St.  

 The letter is on the bed.  

 Her house is on the corner.  

Use toward when explaining 
movement to a place or a goal 

 I went toward the city.  

 This is a big step toward 
completing the project.  

Use at to refer to specific times 

 The train should arrive at 
2:00 pm.  

Use on to refer to days and dates 

 I’ll be there on Monday.  

 She’ll arrive on March 1.  

Use in with names of places 

 We live in Fairfax County.  

 Fairfax is in the USA.  

Do NOT use a preposition with 
these specific words:  

 home, downtown, uptown, 
inside, outside, downstairs, 
upstairs 

Use in to refer to a general time 

 She runs in the morning. 

 He left in 1999.  

 It is cold in the morning.  

Do NOT use a preposition with 
these specific words: 

 inside, outside, upstairs, 
downstairs, uptown, downtown 
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Prepositional Phrases 

 Most prepositions are used ONLY with certain words or phrases. For example, you could say, “My 

grade depends on how hard I study,” but you would NOT say “My grade depends at how hard I study.” The 

following chart shows common prepositions and prepositional phrases.  

 

Prepositions with Nouns Prepositions with Adjectives Prepositions with Verbs Idiomatic Phrases 
approval of afraid of apologize for according to 

awareness of fond of prepare for because of 
love of proud of study for instead of 

understanding of sure of work for in spite of 
belief in tired of care for in front of 

success in made of belong to in place of 
concern for jealous of trust in in regard to 

desire for capable of ask about instead of 
need for angry at/with think about on account of 

reason for familiar with talk about out of 
hope for careless with/about worry about is dependent on 

fondness for worried about wonder about is relative to 
love for married to look up relates to 
hate for divorced from make up  

 depend on grow up  
  give up  
  bring up  

 

Common Prepositions 
about beneath from over 
above beside in since 
across besides inside through 
after between into throughout 

against beyond near to 
around by of toward 

at down off under 
before during on up 
behind except out with 
below for outside without 

 


