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Commonly Confused Words (That Spell-Checker Will NOT Catch!) 
 

The following words are commonly confused, but they have very different meanings. Spell-checker will NOT 

catch them because they are all real, correctly spelled words – they are simply used incorrectly.  
 

If you misuse any of these words, you should check your paper against this list. Here is how you could do this: 

carefully read the paper and circle any words on this list; then, check the word’s definition to make sure you are using it 

correctly in that sentence. A second strategy would be to hit the “Ctrl” and “F” keys at the same time, type each word on 

the list into the search box, and then click “Find” to locate every usage of the words in your paper. You can then check 

the words’ definitions to make sure you are using them correctly.  
 

The bolded words are very commonly confused and should definitely be checked.  

Accept/Except To receive/To exclude.  
“I accept the new rules except for rule number four.”  

Affect/Effect To cause change (verb)/Result of a change (noun).  
“The effect of rule number four will negatively affect too many things.”  

Allusion/Illusion An indirect reference/A misleading appearance.  

Already/ All ready Previously (adverb)/All Prepared (adjective). 

Assure/Ensure/Insure To make confident/To make sure something happens/To buy insurance. 

Bad/Badly Used only with nouns (adjective)/Used only with verbs (adverb). 

Between/Among Compares two things/Compares more than two things.  

Bring/Take To carry to someone or something/To go somewhere while carrying something.  

Complement/Compliment To add to or make better/To praise.  
“I complimented her on the way her dress complemented her eyes.”  

Disinterested/Uninterested Impartial and unbiased/No interest at all.  

e.g. / i.e.  Literally means “For Example”/Literally means “That is.” 

Emigrate/Immigrate To leave one country for another/To take residence in a new country.  

Every day/Everyday Adverb telling “when” something happens/Adjective telling “what kind of.” 

Farther/Further Refers to physical distance/Refers to additional time, quantity, or degree. 
“I ran farther than ever, but I did not progress further in my marathon training.”  

Fewer/Less Refers to countable nouns (dollars)/Refers to non-countable nouns (money). 

Good/Well Used with nouns (adjective)/Used with verbs (adverb). 

Medal/Metal An award/A element like gold or iron. 

Have/of A helping verb, as in “would have, could have, should have”/A preposition.  

Principal/Principle The most important thing/A fundamental value or idea.  

Stationary/Stationery Motionless, still/Paper for writing. 

Their/There Possessive Pronoun/Refers to place.  
“Their boat was right over there when I last saw it.”  
“There was a problem with their boat.”  

Your/You’re Possessive Pronoun/Contraction of “you are.”  
“In college, you’re in charge of your schedule and studying.”  

Who/Whom Refers to people, subject of verb/Refers to people, object of verb or preposition. 
“Who went to the store?” “Of whom are we speaking?” 

Which/That Refers to things only, used with non-essential information; refers to either things or 
people, used with essential or non-essential information.  
“He is the one that went to Harvard, which is a great school.”  

Who’s/Whose Contraction of “who is”/Possessive Pronoun.  
“Who’s in charge here?” “Whose house is this?”  

 


