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Matching/Agreement 
 
 • Singulars should go with singulars and plurals should go with plurals. 
 
  1) Subjects should match their related verbs.  
   Examples: 
 
   Every one of the students in the introductory writing class are familiar with basic  

  grammar. Wrong. 
 

 “Every one” (meaning each one, which emphasizes “one”) and “everyone” (meaning 
everybody) are both singular, as are anyone, somebody, someone, and each.  

 
 Phrases that begin with “of” or other prepositions often describe the subject but are 

not the subject. Ignore what is in the prepositional phrase and use the real subject, in 
this case “every one,” to determine whether the verb is singular or plural. 

 
   Correct: Students in the introductory writing class are familiar with basic grammar. 

 
 A much easier way to write is to use plurals in order to avoid “he or she,” “him or 

her,” and “his or hers.” 
    
  2) Nouns should match their related pronouns.   
   Examples: 
 
   The class should study hard so that they can all get As on the test. Wrong. 
   “The class” is singular—one class. 
 
   Correct: The students should study hard so that they can all get As on the test. 
 
   A student might consider working part time so that they can get valuable work  

  experience. Wrong. 

 
   Correct: A student might consider working part time so that he or she can get   

  valuable work experience.  
   
  3) Nouns should match their related articles.  
   (See a complete discussion of articles in the handout “Parts of Speech.”) 
 
   The easiest way to check for articles is to locate each noun in your paper 
   and ask yourself: 
 
    • Does this noun need an article? 
    • If so, which article? 
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  4) Singulars, plurals, and pronouns within sentences, paragraphs, and generally in your 

  entire paper should stay consistent. 
 
   For example, using all of the following within a paragraph when referring to the same 
   entity or person does not work: 
 
     • a company 
    • companies 
    • they 
    • he/she 
    • you 
 
    Hint: using plurals is much easier as you avoid using  

    he/she, him/her, and his/hers. 
 
    The company’s financial performance was declining, but they decided to borrow  

   more, which caused them to lose even more money. 
    Wrong. 
 
    Better writing follows: 
    Company A’s [name the company] total-debt-to-total-assets ratio was 40%, but 
    management decided [management does the deciding] to take on more debt,  

   which increased the company’s ratio to 75%, causing it to lose investors and to  
   increase its borrowing rate. 

 

 


