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Numbers—Singulars, Plurals, and Hyphens 
 
 We need to look at the noun to determine whether the number is singular or plural. 
 For example: 
 
 Calculations 
 Four plus four is eight.  
 (This sentence translates to “This calculation totals eight.”) 
 
 Eight times eight divided by eight is eight.  
 (In other words, “The total of this calculation is eight.”) 
  
 Percentages 

 Ninety-nine percent of the students (plural noun) are not in favor of a final exam.  
 (Notice numbers that use both the ten and one places use hyphens.) 
 
 One hundred percent of Mickey’s staff (singular noun) is very happy with his or her job. 
 
 Fractions 
 Fractions are written with a hyphen if used as one word. 
  
 One-fourth of the class is receiving an A.  
 
 Three-fourths of management in Mickey’s company is highly competent.  
 (Donald Duck is the exception.)  
 
 However, and rarely, if fractions are treated as separate units, do not use a hyphen. 
 For example, we cut the pizza into four quarters; April took one quarter, but Bill took 
 the remaining three quarters [the pig!]. 
 
 A note on using hyphens with numbers: 

 • When writing out numbers, place a hyphen between the places for tens and ones. 
  None of the other number places need hyphens, for example: 
  She paid two million, five thousand, eight hundred, and sixty-three dollars for that house! 
  (But please, use numbers for such a large amount!) 
 
 • Percentages written out are hyphenated if they are ninety-nine or less. As examples: 
  
  Eighty-five percent of students in this class originate from a foreign country. 
 
  We are going to give this job our two hundred percent effort!  
  (Two hundred percent is greater than ninety-nine percent, and no hyphen is needed.)  
 
 Sentence Beginnings  

 
 Numbers are spelled out if they are at the beginning of a sentence (see above examples). 
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