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Thesis Statements & Topic Sentences 
 
A thesis statement is usually placed as the last sentence of an introductory paragraph and 
includes the main points from each topic sentence. The following are some tricks for writing 
thesis statements: 
 

 Do not write your thesis statement first.  
 

 Develop your topic sentences first. 

 A topic sentence is the first sentence in a paragraph and summarizes the entire 
paragraph. 
 

 To find ideas for topic sentences, first brainstorm for your essay. 

 To brainstorm, read the assignment at least twice. 
Underline and/or circle the main words in the description of the assignment 
that the instructor has provided to you. 
 

 Very quickly write down a list of words or phrases that first come into your 
head about the assignment.  
Do not write sentences—they take too long to write. 
This process should take no more than three minutes.  
Do not spend much time on finding topics for your paper. The instructor does 
not care if your topics are perfect, only that your writing is good. 
 

 Select from your list three words or phrases that have enough detail to write 
full paragraphs on.  
 

 Write your topic sentences for each of your three main body paragraphs. 
 

 Now, write your thesis statement.  

 Use the same most important words in both your topic sentences and your 
thesis statement. Also refer to the handout “Parallel Structure.” 

 

 Some examples of thesis statements include: 

 I prefer living in the country rather than the city because the country is 
less crowded, has more beautiful scenery, and has more outdoor activities. 

 

 This paper discusses: 1) a brief history of climate change, 2) the most recent 
effects of these changes, and 3) what actions we can do in the future to 
avoid further negative impacts on the earth. 
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