
  
         

        Handout # 12 

                                             

The World Language Center 

      

 
UNCLEAR WORDS 

 
Often-used unclear words include: 
 

•    it 
•    this 
•    these 
•    there is 
•    there are. 
 

A very unclear word is “it,” which does not tell the reader very much at all. Try never to use “it” at 
the beginning of a sentence. Sometimes the use of “it,” however, is necessary so that the same 
words are not constantly repeated. Instead of using “it,” use more descriptive language or 
combine two sentences together. For example: 
 
 I love Newport Beach with its bike path and its beautiful pier. It is really great. 
 (What is really great? The beach, the bike path, the pier, or all of them?) 
  
 Better: I love Newport Beach with its bike path and beautiful pier, which are all great.  
 
Try to avoid using unclear words, such as “this” and “these,” especially at the beginning of 
sentences, unless these words are described more fully, as with “this class” or “these articles.” 
Alternatively, combine sentences, or start with the real subject instead. For example: 
 
 Daisy Duck wants to add to her ice cream product line cakes, cookies, and hot fudge 
 sundaes. This is going to result in a tremendous success! 
 
What is “This?” The sentence may not be grammatically correct either; should the sentence have 
“this” (singular) or “these” (plural)? Instead, a clearer sentence is: 
 
  Daisy Duck wants to add to her ice cream product line cakes, cookies, and hot fudge 
 sundaes, which are all going to make her business a tremendous success!  
 
Beginning sentences with “there is” or “there are” often leads to indirect, wordy, and unclear 
sentences. Put the subject up front.  
 
 There are a number of students who are going to Rio for a vacation. 
 Does the sentence need “there are” and “who?”  
 
A better sentence is: 
 
 A number of students are going to Rio for a vacation.  
 
Put the subject, “A number of students,” up front.   
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