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VERB TENSES 

 
The following is a table of verb tenses for the verb “study”: 
 

Basic Tense Simple Progressive Perfect Perfect Progressive 

Present study am/is/are studying has/have studied 
has/have been 

studying 

Past studied was/were studying had studied 
had been  
studying 

Future will/shall study will be studying will have studied 
will have been 

studying 

 
By memorizing this table, using the correct verb tenses will prove much easier.  
Here are some tricks: 

1)  Progressive, perfect, and perfect progressive tenses all include helping verbs:  

  “Be” verbs: am, is, are , was, were, or been, or 

 “Has” verbs: has, have, or had.  
 

2) Past perfect tense verbs just use “had.” 
 

3) Perfect progressive tense verbs include “been” plus other helping verbs. 
 

4) Future tense verbs include “will,” “shall,” or a form of “be” plus “going to, for example 
I am going to be studying. 
 

Periods of Time and Verb Tenses 
 

Progressive Tenses 
Progressive, or continuous, verb tenses show an action for a certain period of time. 
1) A present progressive example is: I am running for 30 minutes today. 

Notice a specific period of time is given. 
 

2) Past progressive verb tenses show an action completed in the past. 
For example, I was studying for four hours this morning. 

 
3) Future progressive verb tenses show an action that will be completed in the future. 

For example, I will be working eight hours tomorrow. 
 

 Progressive tenses could also just describe something happening at a particular time, 
without specifically indicating the time period. For example: I was eating my breakfast.   
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Perfect Tenses 
 
Perfect tenses are not used as much and have two requirements: 
 

1) two actions and 
2) the use of helping verbs. 

 
1) An example for past perfect is: 

He had studied four hours before his brother arrived home. 
The two actions are: 1) he studied and 2) his brother arrived. 
The helping verb is “had.” 
Notice: both actions are in the past. 

 
 _______________Past______________   /_Now  /       Future_______ 

     1) he studied    2) his brother arrived       
 

2) An example of future perfect is: 
She will have finished work before we need to pick her up at 4 p.m. 
The two actions are: 1) she will have finished and 2) we need to pick her up. 
The helping verbs are “will have.” 
Notice: one action in the future finishes before the second future action. 
 

 _____Past____  /_Now  /                                      Future_             ____             __ 
              1) she will have finished 2) we need to pick her up      

 
 

3) Present tense is the most difficult perfect tense. 
Although one action is written, another action is implied (the reader is made to believe 
another action will occur). 
For example: The teacher has asked her students to turn in their homework. 
The future actions are that the teacher will always ask for the homework whenever 
It is due.  
 

  
 
 


