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Which, That, Who, Whose, and In Which 
 

Commas are used for additional information. Phrases and clauses that are needed are required 
to make the sentence complete and do not need commas. 
 

 • “Which” is used for additional information. Use commas, for example: 
 
  The Minnie Mouse sweatshirt, which I bought at the Disney Store, is pink. 
  “The Minnie Mouse sweatshirt is pink” is a good sentence.  
  Commas are needed around the “which” clause. 
 
 • “That” is used for information that is needed in a sentence, for example: 
 
  The dog over there that has the big, Dumbo ears needs walking. 
  “The dog over there needs walking” does not give us enough information to identify the 

 dog. To know what dog the person is talking about, “with the big, Dumbo ears” is 
 necessary.  

 
  Commas are NOT needed when using “that.” 
  “That” is used for needed information, especially to identify something, in a sentence. 
  
 • “Who” and “whose” can go either way.  
  Note: “who” is used only for people and pets. “Whose” is sometimes used for things. 
  Some examples include: 
 
  The person over there who is wearing the blue Disneyland jacket will give you 

 directions. 
  “The person over there will give you directions” is not enough information to identify the 

 person. The part about the jacket is necessary. No commas are needed 
 
  Another example is: 
  That surfer in the red-heart swim trunks, who can really ride those waves, is a friend of 

 Mickey’s. 
  “That surfer in the red-heart swim trunks is a friend of Mickey’s” is a great sentence. 
  Commas are needed in this example to set off the comment starting with “who.” 
  
  Use commas for “who” or “whose” if the information is not needed to understand the 

 sentence or to identify someone.  
 
  Do not use commas for “who” or “whose” when the information is needed in a sentence. 
 
 • “In which” is often used to avoid ending a sentence with a preposition and to avoid 

 using “where,” preferably when there is no reference to place. As an example: 
 
  The house with the blue siding is the house I grew up in. 
  The following sentence avoids “in” at the end of the sentence: 
  The house in which I grew up is the one with the blue siding.  
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