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1. Veterans using their Post 9/11 GI Bill to fund tuition also receive a stipend (BAH – Basic 
Allowance for Housing) based on the number of credits they are enrolled in per semester. Full 
time BAH requires that they be enrolled in a minimum of 12 credits for fall and spring, 8 credits 
for summer. 

These 12 credits in FALL and SPRING must be arranged in a certain way in order to 
receive the full BAH: 

Best way: Take all 12 credits in 16 week sessions. 

They may take additional credits, but it will not increase their BAH. When they mix varied 
length sessions, the calculation of BAH gets very complicated. Never try to deal with that. Send 
them to the VA Office CA 114C or have them contact Margie. 
 
Note: Because veterans must have their entire semester set at the beginning for the BAH, 
Veterans Counselor may occasionally approach you for permission to register for a course in the 
8wk2 for which they are taking the pre-requisite in 8w1. 
 
For example, I occasionally will ask MTH for permission to register for MTH 161 in 8wk1 and 
MTH 162 in 8wk2. I fully advise the student that if they do not pass MTH 161, they cannot take 
MTH 162. This would be the case with any similar situations. 
 
SUMMER semester, due to its shorter session(s) presents similar issues for full BAH. 
For example, full time in summer requires at least 8 credits. We try to encourage veterans to 
look for: 
 
Best way: Find at least 8 credits in 12 week session. Most wind up taking 3 courses if they can 
 find that many in the 12 week session. 
 
The VA will not pay for a D to be retaken, but they may pay for a student to retake an F. The 
VA does distinguish between an “earned F” and an “LDA (last day of attendance) F. An earned 
F would be a situation where the student stayed in the class, attended, turned in work and made 
an effort. The VA may pay for a repeat for an earned F. If the student just stops coming and 
doesn’t turn in work, that would be an LDA F. And the VA may not pay for a repeat. The 
veteran may also have to reimburse the VA. 

 
The only option they have to get a D repeated with VA funds is to wait until their last semester 
of their degree. If they have less than 12 credits left to complete, they can use “rounding out” in 
their last semester. Under this policy, they can add any course we offer to their schedule to reach 
12 credits. This is the only circumstance under which a D can be repeated. Otherwise, the 
student must pay to repeat the D, unless financial aid will cover it. 

  



2. The VA will only allow veterans to take what is required for one degree at a time. Special 
permission can be requested for two degrees. The problem is that it takes so long for approval 
that the student may be close to completing the degree by the time approval arrives. 
 

3. If a veteran is using Chapter 31, VA Vocational Rehabilitation, there is more flexibility in 
repeating Fs or Ds. In addition to tuition, VA-VR veterans receive 100% book costs, paid 
tutoring, if needed, and other services, as needed (i.e., purchase of a laptop, vehicle 
modifications, home accessibility, etc. – and only as needed). These veterans also are followed 
by a case manager who is on campus a couple days a week to assist them. That case manager 
can approve repeats of Ds and Fs per their professional judgment. 

 
4. Veterans who have a service-connected disability of at least 10% must submit an application 

and go through an evaluation for VA-VR services, be approved for the program, and meet with 
their case manager throughout their time here. 

 

 

If you ever have questions, please contact either: 

In both cases, we prefer e-mail rather than phone calls. We can often get back to you faster through 
e-mail.  

Margie Wildblood, mwildblood@nvcc.edu, 703-764-5017 (Veterans Counselor) CA 149 
(Academic counseling & advising, degree changes, transcript issues, community and campus 
resources) 

Chante Thomas, lthomas@nvcc.edu, 703-764-5004 (VA Advisor) CA 114C  
Reception: 703-323-3145 (Manage all tuition and BAH certifications, academic advising, assistance 
with VA and community/campus resources, special events for military). 
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