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PREPOSITIONS 

Prepositions modify nouns (like adjectives) and verbs (like adverbs) and describe 

the relationship of nouns or pronouns to the rest of a sentence. 

The preposition usually appears in a prepositional phrase that ends in the object of 

the preposition. The preposition shows the temporal, spatial or logical relationship of 

its object to other phrases. 

Preposition + Optional Modifier + Noun/Pronoun 

1. Prepositions usually appear in prepositional phrases. 

2. A preposition beings a prepositional phrase and its object (a noun) ends it. 

3. Prepositions may be used with all forms of nouns (abstract nouns, proper nouns, 

pronouns, and gerunds [a verbal form, used as a noun, ending in -ing]). 

4. The sentence’s subject can never be part of a prepositional phrase. 

5. A verb can never be part of a prepositional phrase. 
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in the beautiful house      from my mother      by running       by great power 
 

Over ninety percent of preposition usage involves these nine prepositions: 

                           with           at             by 

                             to             in             for 

                                     from          of             on 

The same preposition can describe different relationships between its object and 

the rest of the sentence. Look at these distinct uses of “by”: 

I’ll be there by ten. (By describes time. Here it means “no later than.”) 

I came by train. (By describes a means – by what means I came.) 

She is by herself. (By describes a state – in this case, loneliness.) 

 

The English language has around 150 prepositions. These words are imperative to the 

English language; they link all the words in a sentence. Most prepositions have more than 

one meaning or usage. Because they are so useful and technically unrestricted, they could 

theoretically go on forever! Be careful to use them appropriately.    

For more exercises and practice, go to pages 265-266 in The Little Seagull Handbook. 


