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News About the Preservation of  Prince William County’s Historic Resources 

Historic Perspectives  

Published by the Prince William County  
Department of Public Works, Historic Preservation Division SPRING 2018 

Discovering  
Nature at Neabsco 

Creek Wetlands 
 

     Nature admirers are fortunate when they come 
to Prince William County. Our area provides some 
of the best environmentally diverse resources to 
explore. From National Park Service sites, like 
Leesylvania and Forest Park, to nature trails at 
Brenstville Courthouse Historic Centre and Rippon 
Lodge Historic Site, there are plenty of lush,    
beautiful landscapes to enjoy!  
 

     One of the County’s great locations is the Julie J. Metz Neabsco Creek Wetlands Preserve.  Just off Route One, 
and north of Leesylvania State Park, the 120 acre Neabsco Creek Wetlands Preserve was created in 1995 with the 
help of the US Army Corps of Engineers.  The wetlands holds numerous species of animals, plants, insects, and    
marine life.  During the course of the year, visitors may potentially see beavers damning up part of the water for their 
homes,  hundreds of different bird species living in or using the wetlands as a stop on their migration, birthing of new 
animals and bugs each spring, and gorgeous flowers blooming alongside all of the nature trails and boardwalks.   
 

     Why create a wetlands in Prince William County? Historically, Neabsco Creek was at one time deep enough to sail 
a tall ship through to present day Freedom High School.  The shoreline was dotted with grist and saw mills and the 
Tayloe Iron Works.  Over time, the waterway changed dramatically with natural settlement, storms, hurricanes, and 
development.  Sediment and pollution, from run-off drainage and trash, among other factors, became a consistent 
problem affecting the ecosystem around the waterway.  Something needed to be done.  
  
     According to the US Environmental Protection Agency, “As the population has expanded across the Nation 
during the past few centuries, wetlands have been drained and altered to accommodate human needs. These changes 
to wetlands have directly, or indirectly, brought about changes in the migratory patterns of birds, local climate, and 
the makeup of plant and animal populations. In the past, people used wetland plants and animals for shelter and 
food. Recently, people have become more aware of the other benefits that wetlands provide: water-quality             
improvement, flood attenuation, esthetics, and recreational opportunities. …Restoration and creation [of a wetland] 
can help maintain the benefits of wetlands and their surrounding ecosystems, and at the same time accommodate the 
human need for development.” Additionally, with the creation of the wetlands near the Potomac River, it aids in the 
hydrology of the area. “Wetlands are complex ecosystems in which ground water and surface water interact, but    
because ground water cannot be directly observed, its role in the hydrology of wetlands is sometimes more difficult 
to understand than that of surface water. Many wetlands owe their existence not only to poor drainage at the site but 
also to the discharge of ground water at the site.” 
                                                                                                                             Continued on next page... 

Neabsco Creek Wetlands 
Photo by Jim Klakowicz 
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Discovering Nature at  
Neabsco Creek Wetlands Continued... 

     Not only do the wetlands support the local ecosystem, they 
are a fantastic place to interact with nature peacefully.  Walking 
along the paths and boardwalks is great exercise, many visitors 
take pictures of the ever-changing landscape, or go bird    
watching.  Bald eagles and osprey are just a couple of the birds 
found inside the wetlands! 
 

     Very soon, visitors will enjoy the wetlands even more with 
the construction of the Potomac Heritage Trail Boardwalk. This 
new boardwalk is part of a larger trail, consisting of many     
notably historic and natural sites over an 800 square mile area.  
The new boardwalk is currently being installed, with painstaking 
care, to not disturb or disrupt the ecosystem of the wetlands.  
Once complete, visitors may walk across the wetlands, seeing 
nature inside the wetlands and creek, up close for the first time.  
This valuable, educational, and recreational addition to the  
community, will include informational panels interpreting the 
history of Neabsco Creek and the thriving natural environment. 

 

     A small but important part of the county’s management of Neabsco Creek is to allow the area to be used as an   
outdoor laboratory.  One of the first created wetlands in the nation, it has proven fertile ground for pioneering        
research projects and continues to serve as an important region for local university scientific research.  At the moment, 
researchers from George Mason University’s wetlands ecology lab are studying the color of hydric, water saturated, 
soils, as well as experimental research in water table measurement.  Hopefully, this work will provide valuable scientific 
data to help us better understand the conditions in the wetlands. 
 
     Each year, in the spring and fall, the Historic Preservation Division 

offers guided tours of the Neabsco Creek   Wetlands Preserve for free!  

Guests will experience  all of the beauty and fauna the wetlands offer, 

with the benefit of an expert guide.  On Saturday, April 28, staring at     

8 a.m., join division staff and our expert guide on the Spring Migration 

Bird and Nature Walk.  Visitors are encouraged to bring binoculars,  

bottled water,  guide books, and to wear walking shoes or hiking boots, 

dress for muddy conditions, and wet or cold weather is recommended.  

No pets please, as they may scare the animals away. To reserve your 

spot on this free tour, please call: 703-499-9812.  

 

 

 Jessica Maria Alicea                                 &   J. Nathan McDonald    
 Site Manager       Historic Interpreter  
 Rippon Lodge Historic Site      Rippon Lodge Historic Site 
 Julie J Metz Neabsco Creek Wetlands Preserve   Julie J Metz Neabsco Creek Wetlands Preserve 
 King’s Highway Heritage Park      King’s Highway Heritage Park  

Stephanie Schmidt,  
George Mason University  
doctoral candidate,  
conducts field research  
in the wetlands! 

Image in Public Domain 

HPD Photo 
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H i s t o r i c  P e r s p e c t i v e s   

Military History Corner 
 

Encampments at Bristoe Station 
 
     Prior to the Civil War, Bristoe Station emerged as an important stop along the Orange and Alexandria Railroad.  In the 
aftermath of the First Battle of Manassas, the first of many encampments sprung up around the railroad.  Several Confederate 
units established encampments in the woods and fields around the station, nominally called Camp Jones after Colonel Egbert 
Jones of the 4th Alabama Infantry who died of his Manassas wounds on Sept 4th.  The camp quickly became dirty and unsan-
itary, resulting in an extremely high death count from diseases such as meningitis, small pox, yellow fever, typhoid, measles 
and pneumonia.  Several burial grounds for the dead soon appeared around Camp Jones, though today park historians have 
only been able to identify the spot of the 10th Alabama cemetery, where approximately 82 Alabamians are buried.  On Sept 
4th, 1861 Confederate officer William Dorsey Pender wrote to his wife of the conditions at the camp: “I find it hard to keep 
up my spirits with so much sickness and so many deaths.  We have had six in the last week & several more will die.” 
 

     After the Confederates evacuated Northern Virginia the month before, in April 1862 General Rufus King’s Union troops 
marched through Bristoe Station, where they found themselves snowed in by a massive blizzard that lasted for four days.  The 
soldiers of the division set up camp around the home of Thomas K. Davis, a union sympathizer, and tore down all of the 
fences around his property boundary as well as many of the pine trees on his land for firewood and shelter.  A soldier serving 
in the 7th Wisconsin Infantry complained:   
 

For the past three days we have been favored by a specimen of the spring weather they have in this portion of 
the Sunny south in the way of a continued storm of snow, sleet, rain, mud and freezing. I have had some little 
experience in camping out on the Western plains and mountains, - have slept amid snow, rain and storms on 
the Rocky Mountains - but can safely swear that there was never at any place or time on this continent as 
mean, disagreeable and uncomfortable a storm as the one experienced by us on the 8th and 9th of this month 
in this God forsaken portion of his footstool. 

 

     The final encampment at Bristoe Station appeared in the winter of 1863-1864.  General Samuel Crawford’s Pennsylvania 
Reserve Division was ordered to guard the Orange and Alexandria rail line, covering the area between Centerville and Rappa-
hannock Station.  Several units set up winter camps on the Gaines and Limscomb farms at Bristoe station where they       
completed the destruction of the now abandoned Davis Farmstead, along with the rest of outbuildings at Bristoe Station and 
many buildings at nearby Brentsville. 
 

A soldier in the 33rd Massachusetts described Bristoe as: 
 

...the place where the rebels surrounded Gen. Pope's train of cars one year ago, and burned them. Both sides 
of the railroad for quite a distance are scattered with debris and fragments of boilers and pieces of cars; a hard
-looking sight. It is a nice tract of country, but since it has been occupied by troops it is but one vast waste 
and desolation. On the right of our camp can be seen the ruins of a once splendid mansion, and at our left is 
another mansion, nearly all torn to pieces, and all that you can see for miles around is cellars and standing 
chimneys, with now and then a lone hut, occupied by negroes, whose masters are, to-day, in rebel ranks 
fighting against us. 
 

Not as famous or well known as the two battles that occurred here, the encampments at Bristoe 
Station were just was  important.  Just like the battles, the Civil War encampments forever 
changed Bristoe Station.   
 

      Bill Backus 
      Site Manager 
      Bristoe Station Battlefield Heritage Park 
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H i s t o r i c  P e r s p e c t i v e s   

Collections Corner 

Sailing with Admiral Black  
 

We have thousands of artifacts. Some from archaeological sites, some on display at our sites, and some that live in 
our collection. We try to check and inventory our collection on a regular basis, and to learn more about the objects 
as we have time. This month, I was working a hat that is part of our collection. This hat at first glance looks like a 
World War II Navy Combination Cover. What is that? It’s the hats the US Navy wear that has a patent leather   
visor, a wool band, and a “cover” that can be changed based on the uniform being worn – thus the term 
“combination.” This hat still has its navy blue cover in place.  

 
 
I wanted to know more, so I turned to google to try to learn more about the 
insignia. Searches kept brining up hats that were similar, but not the same at 
this hat. The hat belonged to Admiral Richard Blackburn Black – surly this 
was his cover! I contacted Thomas Frezza at the National Museum of the 
U.S.    Navy. He was able to ask their lead curator and quickly identify it as a 
New York Yacht Club hat. The combination covers from the US Navy are 
very similar – Black only had to remove a gold chinstrap (the part that goes 
across the front just above the brim) to a black patent leather strap. The in-
signia in the center front it is the one the New York Yacht Club (NYYC) 
has a red cross on the blue background, the white star and crossed anchors 
indicate a commodore of the NYYC. While Black was a member of the 
NYYC, he was not a commodore. 
 
 

Black had a great love of sailing – commissioning both the Aviza (a 18th century style sloop) and the Valkyrie         
(a brigantine like the one he sailed to Antarctica). The boat builder told many stories about the Valkyrie in his book 
Confessions of a Boat builder (James Douglas Roseborough) including Admiral Black wearing his very best    
yachting clothes – likely including this hat – and shooting off small signal cannons while on the ship. 
 
I imagine the Admiral on the deck of the Valkyrie, wearing this hat, 
and racing around the Potomac River and the Chesapeake Bay! 
Telling the stories of the waterways and Rippon’s history! Join us 
for a tour of Rippon Lodge to learn more about the Admiral and 
his life at Rippon.  
 
 

Sarah Nucci 
Preservationist 
Historic Preservation Division 

NYYC Hat,   
PWC Collection 

Photograph of  the Valkyrie taken on the 
Chesapeake Bay (1971) PWC Collection 
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Join Local Historians for the Prince William County-Manassas  
Third Annual History Symposium ~MARCH 24th 

 

Prince William County and the City of Manassas will host their annual History Symposium at the Old Manassas 
Courthouse. This year’s theme is “Growing Roots” and topics will cover the diverse 300-year history of Prince   
William County and Manassas. This year’s speakers and topics include: 
 

     “Prince William County: Early Settlement, Founding and Leadership” by local historian James Bish 
     “Gen. George Custer at the Battle of Buckland Mills” by historian and author Daniel Davis 
     “We Are All In This War; Those Who Fight and Those Who Stay Home” by local historian Charlotte Cain 
     “Prince William Forest – Before the Park” by Nation Park Service Interpretive Ranger Cecilia Lynch 
     “The Original Beer Baron: Robert Portner” by historian and author Michael Gaines 
     “Developing Prince William After Completion of the Shirley Highway” by local historian and  
       conservationist Charlie Grymes 

 

New this year will be a partnership with local students participating in National History Day.  
Selected students will present about their History Day projects in between speakers.  

Their projects will be on display during the Symposium and later at the Manassas Museum.  
 

Finally, there will be a reception at the Manassas Museum following the Symposium from 5:00 p.m. –6:30 p.m.  
Attendees will get a rare chance to visit with the City curator and handle objects from the Museum’s collection.  
The Symposium will take place on March 24th from 8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. at the Old Manassas Courthouse in      
downtown Manassas. The reception at the Manassas Museum is included in the ticket. Cost is only $10 a person.  

 

 

 
H i s t o r i c  P e r s p e c t i v e s   

           You must register  
          in advance.  
      Please call:  

              703-792-4754 

“Beneath the Paint: Civil War Graffiti Symposium” 
Explore the marks left behind by soldiers during the American Civil War.  
Hosted by the Northern Virginia Civil War Graffiti Trail Sites  

Saturday, May 19, 2018 ~ 9:30am-4:00pm 
Historic Blenheim and the Civil War Interpretive Center 

3610 Old Lee Highway, Fairfax, Virginia 22030 
703-591-6728.  

$15  Pre-register—$20 at the Door  
Price does not include lunch, boxed lunches available for purchase.  

Registration can be made by phone or checks should be made payable to  
City of Fairfax and mailed to: 

Graffiti Symposium 
c/o 10209 Main Street, Fairfax, Virginia  22030 

Symposiums 

https://www.facebook.com/events/145171606259819/
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H i s t o r i c  P e r s p e c t i v e s   

Staff  Updates  
                 
 

 

 

*If you or someone you know is interested in interning at one of our historic sites,  
please email us at historicpreservation@pwcgov.org 

 

We are happy to congratulate, John Nathan Mc Donald, one of our full-time historic interpreters, for winning a  
Virginia Association of Museums (VAM) Scholarship! The scholarship funding allows him to attend the VAM      
Conference in Norfolk this March. 
 
We are also happy to congratulate, Warwick Steer, one of our part-time interpreters, who received a scholarship to 
attend the VAM conference through the Historic House Museum Consortium! 
 
VAM’s mission is to help the Virginia museum community succeed. The annual conference is a great way for our 
staff to learn from other museum professionals about how to improve the visitor experience. The VAM conference 
covers everything from cutting edge archival technology and creative programming ideas to innovative marketing 
options and story-telling techniques! 

WELCOME our new Building Operations Supervisor, 

Audra Medve! 
 

   Before joining the Historic Preservation Division, Audra held  
positions at  Mount Vernon, Preservation Virginia, and the National 

Trust for Historic Preservation. She has a Bachelor’s in Historic 
Preservation from the University of Mary Washington and will 

complete her Master’s in Museum Studies in April. Audra is married 
with two daughters and lives in Montclair, Virginia.  

“Everyone in the department has welcomed me in and  
    has been very patient as I settle into my new position.  

 I’m thrilled to be here!” ~Audra 

  And we are happy to have her here! ~HPD 
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H i s t o r i c  P e r s p e c t i v e s   

March 3 & 17   
St. Patrick’s Day  
History of Cooking with Pat White Center 
10 a.m. – 12 p.m.; $30 per person for both sessions Throughout early 
Virginia, much of the area was settled by English and Scotch-Irish 
immigrants who continued their cultural traditions in their new 
home. For St. Patrick’s Day, join us at Ben Lomond Historic Site 
and the Pat White Center at Ben Lomond as we make traditional 
Irish cuisine as it would have been made in the days before elec-
tricity and pasteurization. On March 3rd learn about the process 
of pasteurization as we make cheese, hand-cranked ice cream, and 
homemade butter. On March 17th we will make potatoes, fried 
cabbage, and sausage for St. Patrick’s Day! For more information 
or to register, please visit www.pwcparks.org or by calling: 
703-792-8320 or 703-792-5618. 
Ben Lomond Historic Site  
10321 Sudley Manor Dr., Manassas, VA  

 
 
 

March 17 
Cockpit Point Tours 
Tours take place at 10 a.m., 1p.m., and 3 p.m.,  
Tours are offered by reservation only at $20 a person. 
Join us on a special tour of Prince William County’s newest his-
toric park, Cockpit Point Civil War Park. Site includes rare Civil 
War era fortifications that were part of the Confederate Blockade 

of the Potomac River in 1861-1862. 
Tours of the site will take place at 10 
a.m., 1p.m. and 3p.m. Please note that 
tours will include difficult terrain and 
off trail style hiking.  
 
Reservations for tours are required.  
For reservations call:  703-792-4754.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

March 22    
Lecture: US Marines in The Great War 
7 p.m.  Free, donations accepted 
In 1917, US General John ‘Black Jack’ Pershing ordered the US 
Marine Expeditionary Force and the US Army to serve as one 
force in France.  The Army and Marines were to look the same 
and fight together. However the Marines did everything possible 
to keep their identity by putting USMC buttons on their green 
army uniforms and using USMC insignia as well.  The US Ma-
rines performed above and beyond expectations. They were such 
a force that the Germans gave them the nickname 
“Teufelshunde” - Devil Dogs at the Battle of Belleau Woods in 
June 1918. Old Manassas Courthouse, 9248 Lee Avenue.  
For more information, call: 703.792.5618. 
 
 

 
March 24  
Ben Lomond Eggstravaganza!  
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.; $5 per person, children 2 and under free 
Ben Lomond Historic Site and Pat White Center at Ben Lomond 
are coming together for a special Eggstravagazna with special 
activities at both sites. Egg Hunts will be at 10:30am, 11:30am, 
12:30pm, and 1:30pm at the historic site, and each hunt will be 
separated by age groups. While at Ben Lomond, make some new 
animal friends, tour the house, and enjoy some historic hands-on 
activities! Enjoy fun kid friendly games and crafts at the Pat 
White Center at Ben Lomond.  Bring your own basket for egg 
collecting.   
Purchase tickets for Pat White Center at Ben Lomond by visiting 
www.pwcparks.org or by calling:  
703-792-8320 or 703-367-7872 
Ben Lomond Historic Site 
10321 Sudley Manor Dr., Manassas, VA  

All fees listed are per person unless otherwise stated. All programs are free for children under six, unless otherwise stated.  
Please wear comfortable walking shoes and dress for the weather for outdoor programs.  No pets, please.  Programs may be  

cancelled due to inclement weather. Call site phone number for updated information and to make reservations, where required. 

 

Schedule of  Events 

         Rippon Lodge Historic Site         Lucasville School                Old Manassas Courthouse                 
 15520 Blackburn Rd., Woodbridge, VA        10516 Godwin Dr., Manassas, VA                        9248 Lee St., Manassas, VA                            
                    703-499-9812            703-367-7872                             703-367-7872                

http://www.pwcparks.org
http://www.pwcparks.org
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March 30 
History by Campfire:  
Women’s History During the Civil War  
6:30 p.m.; $5 per person, children 2 and under free.  
Enjoy a warm campfire and roasted marshmallows at Ben        
Lomond Historic Site while you learn some history. Each session 
of History by Campfire will feature different activities, artifacts, 
and maybe even a special guest! For March, join us as we celebrate 
Women’s History Month and learn about the challenges and     
opportunities women faced during the war.  
Ben Lomond Historic Site 
10321 Sudley Manor Dr., Manassas, VA; 703-367-7872.  

 
 
 
 

March 31 
Rippon Lodge Easter Egg Hunt  

11 a.m. – 4 p.m.; $5.00 per Child, $2 per Adult;  
Free for Children 2 and under. 
Eggs have been hidden among the trees, bushes and vines at   
Rippon Lodge, and we need you help to find them!  Along with 
the search for eggs, crafts, games and tours of the historic house 
make this a day the whole family will enjoy. Egg hunts are at 
11:30, 12:30, 1:30 and 2:30, and will be separated by age groups. 
Bring your own baskets and a picnic lunch.  House tours are on 
the hour. Cash, VISA, MasterCard and Discover Cards accepted.  
Rippon Lodge Historic Site 
15520 Blackburn Road, Woodbridge, VA; 703-499-9812. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

April 7 
Civil War Trust Annual Park Clean Up Day –  
Bristoe Station Battlefield      
8 a.m. - 12p.m. 
Join the staff at Bristoe Station  
Battlefield Heritage Park and the Civil War Trust at Park Day 
2018. Park Day is a nationwide event that encourages Civil War 
enthusiasts to help maintain, restore and preserve Civil War sites 
through volunteerism. Join us for a fun and rewarding day of 
work at Bristoe Battlefield. Projects will include litter pick up, 
cleaning cemeteries, construction of a boardwalk and trail 
maintenance throughout the 140-acre park. Wear sturdy work 

shoes, bring gloves and remember sun-
screen. Tools and snacks will be pro-
vided. Meet in the parking lot off Iron 
Brigade Avenue. Please no pets. 
Bristoe Station Battlefield Heritage 
Park. The parking lot is located off 
Iron Brigade Unit Ave. 
Bristow, VA; 703-366-3049. 

 
 

 
April 7 & 21 
History of Cooking with the Pat White Center:  
Spring on the Farm  
10 a.m. – 12 p.m.;  
$30 dollars per  person for both sessions  
Before the creation of grocery stores, 
families in Virginia had to live off what 
they could grow and raise from home. 
Now that spring is here, it is time to start 
the planting and begin enjoying fresh 
food again! On April 7 help us make paper pots and plant seed-
lings to grow a variety of vegetables. On April 21 learn about 
how the grounds and dependencies are used as we transfer those 
seedlings to ground, and make mixed vegetables, butter from the 
dairy and smoked bacon from our smokehouse. Admission is 
$30 per family for both sessions. For more information or to 
register, please visit www.pwcparks.org or by calling: 
703-792-8320 or 703-792-5618. 

Schedule of  Events Continued... 

 

Bristoe Station Battlefield Heritage Park             Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre                         Ben Lomond Historic Site 
Intersection of Iron Brigade Unit Ave. and                   12229 Bristow Rd., Bristow, VA                   10321 Sudley Manor Dr., Manassas, VA 
10th Alabama Way, Bristow, VA 703-366-3049                              703-365-7895               703-367-7872 

 
H i s t o r i c  P e r s p e c t i v e s   

http://www.pwcparks.org
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Schedule of  Events Continued... 
 
 

April 7 
Brentsville 2nd Annual  
Art in the Park! 
11 a.m. – 4 p.m.; Free 
Bring the family and enjoy the art of 
local artists and Prince William 
County students at the scenic setting 
of Brentsville Courthouse Historic 
Centre. Participate yourself by trying your hand at the “Make 
Your Own Art” table, On-the-spot Art Workshops. You can 
even watch one of our many local artists painting on-site! There 
will be local art for sale and the Historic Courthouse will be 
open for self-guided tours.  
Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre, 12229 Bristow Rd. 
Bristow, VA; 703-365-7895. 
 
 

 

April 14 
Potomac Blockade Boat Tour 

10 a.m. - 1 p.m.; $45 each  
Cruise along the Potomac 
River shoreline and view 
sites that were critical to the 
Confederate forces’ success-
ful blockade of Washington 
D.C. from September 1861 
through March 1862. Local 
historians will discuss the 

significance of the blockade and the gun batteries and camps. 
The cruise will include the preserved batteries at Freestone Point 
and Possum Nose, Evansport and Shipping Point. Tour includes 
lunch and departs from Leesylvania State Park in Woodbridge. 
Boat tour departs from the boat dock at Leesylvania State Park.  
2001 Daniel K Ludwig Drive, Woodbridge, VA 
For Reservations, Please Call: 703-792-5618.  

April 21  
Brentsville Wildflower Walk  
1pm; Free, donations accepted.   
Take a walk with Master Gardner and wildflower aficionado, 
Jeannie Couch as she describes Virginia's spring wildflowers 
along a one mile nature trail. Dress for the weather including 
comfortable walking shoes. Jeannie will provide magnifying 
loops so you can really see the details of the flowers along the 
way and you will receive 
f l o we r  i d en t i f i c a t i o n 
handouts. No pets please.  
Brentsville Courthouse 
Historic Centre 
12229 Bristow Rd. 
Bristow, VA; 703-365-7895. 

 

April 26    
The History of Wet Plate Photography 
7 p.m.  Free, donations accepted 
During the antebellum years and just prior to 
the American Civil War, a new technology 
known as collodion photography was  coming 
into use and would forever change the way 
citizens saw their world.  These  photographs 
printed on metal were extremely detailed and 
rivals any type of picture of today.  Robert 
Szabo, a wet plate Collodion Photographer has been working to 
keep this art alive, will be joining us and presenting on the history 
of this craft.  
Old Manassas Courthouse 9248 Lee Avenue.  
For more information, call 703-792-5618. 

 

April 27 
History by Campfire: History Myths     
6:30 p.m.; $5 per person, children 2 and under free.  
Enjoy a warm campfire and roasted marshmallows 
at Ben Lomond Historic Site while you learn some 
history. Each session of History by Campfire will 
feature different activities, artifacts, and maybe 
even a special guest! For April, in honor of “April Fools” learn 
about some of the different history myths that spread throughout 
Northern Virginia History. Hear stories about how the “whistle 
walk”, “people were shorter back then,” and “Civil War graffiti 
was written in blood” may or may not be true. You will be sur-
prised by what you find out!   
Ben Lomond Historic Site, 10321 Sudley Manor Dr.  
Manassas, VA; 703-367-7872. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 28 
Spring Migration Bird & Nature Walk at Julie J. Metz 
Neabsco Creek Wetlands Preserve 
8 a.m.; Free, donations accepted  
The Julie J. Metz Neabsco Creek Wetlands Preserve is home to a 
diverse bird population. Join local birding and nature experts on a 
guided walk along the trails and boardwalks. Discover this unique 
120-acre property in the heart of Woodbridge. Bring binoculars 
and guide books. Please dress for the weather and wear          
comfortable walking shoes. You will get muddy if it has rained in 
the days proceeding.  No pets please.  
Julie J. Metz Neabsco Creek Wetlands Preserve 
15875 Neabsco Road, Woodbridge, VA; 703-499-9812.   

 
H i s t o r i c  P e r s p e c t i v e s   

Courtesy of Hagley 
Museum and Library  

HPD Photo 
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Schedule of  Events Continued... 

 

April 28  
Brentsville Classic Car Show  
10am-3pm; Free, donations accepted. 
Step Back-In-Time and vis it 
Brentsville for this Classic Car Show 
event! Come on out and enjoy the scenic   setting 
alongside great cars of yesteryear (cars, trucks & motorcycles). 
Grab some lunch from the food truck, or pack a picnic, but plan 
to enjoy the day! Historic Courthouse will be open for self-
guided tours. *If you want to enter your classic car, just 
RSVP to 703-365-7895. 
Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre 
12229 Bristow Rd., Bristow, VA; 703-365-7895. 

May 4 
Walking Tour of Historic Prince William Towns: 
Dumfries 
7 p.m.; Free; donations accepted 
Join local historians on the first Friday 
of every month this summer for a   
special walking tour of historic towns 
in Prince William County.  On May 4 
explore Dumfries, on June 1 explore 
Haymarket. On July 6 we will tour   
Occoquan and we will finish the series at Buckland on August 3. 
Please meet at the Weems-Botts Museum in Dumfries:  
3944 Cameron Street, Dumfries, VA; 703-365-7895. 

May 12 
Bennett School Hard Hat Tours  
11 a.m., 1 p.m., 3 p.m.; $10 suggested donation, reservations suggested  

Celebrate Historic Preservation 
month by getting a rare glimpse 
inside a historic landmark. Ben-
nett School was built in 1909 as 
an agricultural high school 
through a grant from the Virginia 
General Assembly. It was never 
used for its intended purpose, but 

instead it was used as an elementary school until 
1969, when the school closed and the property 
was transferred to Prince William County.   
Bennett School is an active construction site so 
please dress appropriately, including closed-toed 
shoes. Hard hats (provided) must be worn during 
the tour. Tours will begin in front of the school on Lee  
Avenue. Bennett School is located at 9300 Lee Ave. 
Manassas, VA. Information and reservations,  
please call 703-792-4754.  

May 12 
Wildlife Walk at Bristoe Station Battlefield 
9 a.m. - 11 a.m.; Free, donations accepted. 
Bristoe Station Battlefield is home to a complex meadow ecosys-
tem.  Join outdoor experts on a guided walk of the battlefield.  
Learn about the beneficial wildlife especially the birds and butter-
flies that call this ecosystem home.  Learn to identify the plants 

that these birds and butterflies need for food 
and shelter.  Bring binoculars. The tour de-
parts from the kiosk in the parking lot at Iron 
Brigade Unit Ave and 10th Alabama Way.  
Wear comfortable walking shoes and dress 
for the weather.  No pets please. 

Bristoe Station Battlefield Heritage Park. Parking lot located off 
of Iron Brigade Unit Ave., Bristow, VA; 703-366-3049. 

May 12 
Candlelight Tour of Ben Lomond Historic Site   
8 p.m. – 9 p.m.; $10 per person, advanced reservation is required.  
Ben Lomond has a grim history as a Confederate field 
hospital after the Battle of First Manassas. Come take 
a special candlelight tour and have a truly immersive 
Civil War hospital experience, where you will see, 
smell, and hear an active field hospital. Tour takes 
place in near dark. This tour may not be suitable for 
young children. Ben Lomond Historic Site 
10321 Sudley Manor Dr., Manassas, VA; 703-367-7872. 

 
 

May 12-13 
Mother’s Day Tours (All Sites) 
11 a.m. – 4 p.m.; $5.00 per person, Free for children under 6 and for 
Mothers. 
Does your Mom enjoy history, visiting beautiful historic houses, 
picturesque gardens, and hearing juicy, dramatic stories of the 
past? Then treat her to a tour of 
one of Prince William County’s 
historic sites for Mother’s Day! 
All mothers that visit during the 
Mother’s Day weekend will   
receive a complimentary tour of 
one of our historic sites! Free 
refreshments available as well.  
All County owned historic 
sites, www.pwcgov.org/
history 
703-792-4754. 

 
 

 
H i s t o r i c  P e r s p e c t i v e s   

http://www.pwcgov.org/history
http://www.pwcgov.org/history
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May 19  

Paranormal 101 
7 p.m. – midnight; $70 per person for seminar & investigation, $40 
for just the seminar, reservations required 
Brentsville has a diverse history from County seat to being 
a quiet town.  Today, many local residents claim that the 
jail, courthouse, and grounds are haunted by spirits from 
the past.  Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre is part-
nering with East Coast Research and Investigation of the 
Paranormal (ECRIP) to host a paranormal seminar and 
investigation at Brentsville.  ECRIP is a group of research-
ers who investigate claims of potential paranormal       
phenomena & educate interested people through a collec-
tive research experience. Participants will first attend a 
seminar about various theories and current techniques. 
Afterwards, participants will work alongside members of 
ECRIP in a paranormal investigation.  Seminar is from 7 
to 8:30 p.m. & the investigation follows, 9 p.m. to mid-
night.  Space is limited for the investigation. Reservations 
required.  Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre 
12229 Bristow Rd., Bristow, VA; 703-365-7895. 

May 21 
Museum Kids Monday!  
10 a.m. -11 a.m.; $5 per child, ages 9 and under.  
Bring your child to Ben Lomond this summer 
to explore history through sight, sound, smell, 
and touch with hands-on activities and crafts! Topics vary 
each month and will include subjects such as archaeology, 
plants, and 19th century toys. Adult must stay to participate 
with children. Please contact the site to learn about the 
subject of the month. Reservations are not required. Ben 
Lomond Historic Site  
10321 Sudley Manor Dr., Manassas, VA; 703-367-7872. 
 
May 26 
Ben Lomond’s Antique Rose Garden Tea  
1 p.m. -3 p.m.; $30 per person; 
Advanced registration is required.   
Celebrate the arrival of spring by spending a 
wonderful afternoon in the antique rose garden 
at Ben Lomond, enjoying historic tea and garden 
themed treats.  Admission includes tea, light  
refreshments, and a special talk about roses, in 
one of the largest antique rose garden in the 
Washington D.C. metro area! 
Ben Lomond Historic Site 
10321 Sudley Manor Dr., Manassas, VA; 703-367-7872. 

 
H i s t o r i c  P e r s p e c t i v e s   

May 19 
Architectural Tours 
of Ben Lomond  
11 a.m. - 4 p.m.;  
$5 per person, children 6 
and under -free. 
May is Historic 
Preservation Month! 
Join us for a unique 
spin on our tour of 
Ben Lomond, with a focus on the 1832 architecture of the 
house. Learn how Ben Lomond was built without modern 
technology, the styles and needs of the time that influenced 
the design of the house, and about the people who        
constructed it. Portions of this tour are not ordinarily open 

to the   public.  
Ben Lomond Historic Site 
10321 Sudley Manor Dr.  
Manassas, VA; 703-367-7872. 
 
 
 
 

 

May 19 
Armed Forces through the Ages at Rippon Lodge 
11 a.m. - 4 p.m.; $5.00 per person, Free for children 6 and under.  
Celebrate the Armed Forces with Rippon Lodge. From the 
earliest organized armies to the modern age, view encamp-
ments of soldiers of all military branches and centuries.   
Living history presentations, military vehicles displays and 
cavalry, and much more during this special one-day event.  
Crafts and tours of the lodge, on the hour, are available. 
Rippon Lodge Historic Site, 15520 Blackburn Road 
Woodbridge, VA; 703-499-9812. 
 

 

Schedule of  Events Continued... 
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March 15, April 19, May 17, June 21 
Brews and Brains with Bad Wolf Brewery  
6 p.m. - 8 p.m.; Free; donations accepted.  ALL PRESENTATIONS WILL BE  THE SAME TIME & PLACE 
Prince William and Northern Virginia has a rich history from the 18th century to modern history. Join the Historic  
Preservation Division and Bad Wolf Brewery as we examine the gruesome, scandalous, and exciting little-known history 
of Northern Virginia. Topics will vary from historic court cases, to World War I and more. The series will take place at 
Big Bad Wolf Brewery, located at 8420 Kao Circle, Manassas, VA; 703-367-7872. 
 

Topics Include: 
 

~March 15 Disreputable Histories of  Prince William County  
~April 19 Little Known Stories of  the Civil War  
~May 17 Prince William and Manassas in World War I  
~June 21 TBD  

 
 
 

 

Special Event Series 
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Recurring Schedule of  Events  

 
H i s t o r i c  P e r s p e c t i v e s   

Cruise along the Potomac River shoreline and view sites that were critical to the Confederate  
forces’ successful blockade of Washington D.C. from September 1861 through March 1862.  
Local historians will discuss the significance of the blockade, gun batteries and camps.  
The cruise includes: the preserved batteries at Freestone Point & Possum Nose, Evansport & Shipping Point and 
lunch!  We depart from Leesylvania State Park in Woodbridge. Call for more information and to make reservations.  
Prices are subject to change without notice. Boat tour departs from the boat dock at Leesylvania State Park  
2001 Daniel K Ludwig Drive, Woodbridge, VA; 703-792-5618.  

April 14, 21, 28 
Rippon Lodge Girl Scout Badge Camp  
9 a.m. – 3 p.m.; $5.00 per Scout, per badge, $10/day 

Come to Rippon Lodge to earn your Brownie and Junior Girl Scout Badges! There are two 
badges per day.  The badge camp begins at 9 a.m. each Saturday. The badge schedule is: April 
14- Bugs and Gardening; April 21-Painting and Drawing; April 28 –Making Games and Playing the 
Past.  All troops must register and pay in advance. Our badge program meets all of the require-
ments for the badge.  Troops should being their own lunch, water, and snacks. Scouts are   
required to bring proper materials or wear proper clothing. Be sure to dress appropriately for 
weather and getting dirty.  The badge camp will run rain or shine. Reservations are required 
and space is   limited. *Scout leaders must purchase the badges on their own. 

Rippon Lodge Historic Site, 15520 Blackburn Road, Woodbridge, VA 22192; 703-499-9812. 
 

 
April 14, May 5, June 16, September 22, October 20 
Potomac Blockade Boat Tour 
10 a.m. - 1 p.m.; $45 per participant  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Saturdays, June through September: Yoga on the Lawn at Rippon Lodge – 9 a.m. – 10 a.m. 

$5.00 per class, or 5 classes for $20.00 
Enjoy yoga on the lawn, with amazing views of the Potomac River and historic Rippon Lodge. Join 
certified instructor Christopher Glowacki for an hour of Vinyasa yoga practice. Beginners to      
well-versed devotees are welcome. Participants are encouraged to bring: yoga mat, towel and plenty 
of  water; beginners may also bring a block and/or strap. Classes are offered most Saturday    
mornings from June to September. Call Rippon Lodge to confirm class day and times.  
*Those purchasing 10 classes will receive punch cards—good for the whole season.  
Additional classes may be purchased at any time.  
Rippon Lodge Historic Site, 15520 Blackburn Rd., Woodbridge, VA; 703-499-9812. 

 

May-October: Tours on 2nd & 4th Weekends 
Bristoe Station Battlefield Heritage Park Tours 
11 a.m. - 3 p.m.; Tours leave on the hour; Free, donations encouraged 
Bristoe Station Battlefield staff and volunteers will provide guided tours of the    
hallowed grounds that contain camps, cemeteries, and battlefields. Learn about 
Camp Jones and the battles that took place in 1862 and 1863. Tours begin on the 
hour and depart from the kiosk in the parking lot on Iron Brigade Unit Avenue. The 
last tour leaves at 3PM. Please dress for the weather and wear comfortable walking 
shoes. Insect repellant is encouraged. No pets please.  
Bristoe Station Battlefield Heritage Park.  
Parking lot located off of Iron Brigade Unit Ave., Bristow, VA; 703-366-3049. 
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Honorable Mention 

 
H i s t o r i c  P e r s p e c t i v e s   

 

 

WE ARE PROUD TO ANNOUNCE -  
THANKS TO YOUR VOTES... 
the Poll Books from Prince William County 

Historic Preservation Division received $2,000!   
Recognized for the research potential and historical  
documentation of  voter disenfranchisement in the  

Commonwealth of  Virginia.  
 

Virginia Association of  Museums announced:  
Following a week-long online voting competition that generated over  

19,000 votes from the public, and the selection of  an independent, professional panel of  
conservators and preservationists, VAM awarded $18,500 in conservation grants to ten 

historic and cultural organizations across the Commonwealth to conserve  
Virginia's historic and cultural treasures.  

 
The checks were awarded at the Virginia Museum of  History and Culture . 

Results of  the Virginia's Top 10 Endangered Artifacts Announced! 

Brendon Hanafin     Rob Orrison       Sarah Nucci  The Honorable Jeanine Lawson 
HPD Chief     HPD Site Operations Supervisor     HPD Preservationist Brentsville District Supervisor 

Accepting the 
check, pictured 
left to right:  

http://www.vamuseums.org/?Top10
http://www.pwcgov.org/government/dept/publicworks/hp/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.pwcgov.org/government/dept/publicworks/hp/Pages/default.aspx


 15 

 

Host your next special occasion, corporate retreat or  
business meeting at one of our historic sites.  We are sure 
to have the perfect venue to showcase your event! Come 
visit Rippon Lodge and see the stunning views of the  
Potomac River, Old Manassas Courthouse with the 

quaint experience of historic Manassas around the  
corner, and Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre where 

the 19th century Union Church is nestled. 
 
 

              Rippon Lodge  
    Historic Site 

    15520 Blackburn Rd. 
    Woodbridge, VA  

 

    ~ 
 

             Old Manassas  
    Courthouse 
    9248 Lee St. 

    Manassas, VA 
 

 

    ~ 
 
 

 

    Union Church 
    12229 Bristow Rd. 

    Bristow, VA 
 
 
 

 

For More Information  
Call: 703-792-5546 or 

Visit: www.pwcgov.org/rentals 

 

H i s t o r i c  P e r s p e c t i v e s  
C o p y r i g h t  2 0 1 8  

Prince William County  
Department of Public Works  
Historic Preservation Division                
17674 Main Street                    
Dumfries, VA 22026    
Phone (703) 792-4754                    
Fax (703) 221-7504 
Contact us at: historicpreservation@pwcgov.org 
Visit our website at: www.pwcgov.org/history  
Interest in Historic Property Rentals call: (703) 792-5546

Learn about the Division’s many events throughout 
the year, see candid photos, get up to the minute   

accounts through Facebook Live and Twitter as well 
as find out interesting facts about  

Prince William County history. To see what’s  
happening right now, just hover over an icon below 

and follow the hyperlinks. 

 
 
              PWHistoric 
 
               @PWHPF 

 
            PWC_Historic 
 

 

 

Stay Connected to HPD   

Want to give 
back?  

Become a Volunteer for HPD! 
 

For more information about volunteering  
call 703-792-4754  

or e-mail  historicpreservation@pwcgov.org  

Facebook: pwhistoric 
Twitter: @PWHPF 
Instagram: PWC_History 

 

Historic Property  
Rentals 

Newsletter Staff:  
Editor in Chief - Robert Orrison 

Designer & Editor - Lisa Struckmeyer 

Contributors: Jessica Maria Alicea, Bill Backus, John Nathan McDonald, Sarah Nucci 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Historic  
Preservation  

Division 

https://www.facebook.com/pwhistoric
https://twitter.com/PWHPF
https://www.instagram.com/pwc_history/
https://www.facebook.com/pwhistoric/
https://twitter.com/PWHPF
http://www.instagram.com/pwc_history/
mailto:historicpreservation@pwcgov.org

