Syllabus: Fall 2019
Northern Virginia Community College

Course Name: Survey of Criminal Justice

Course Number: ADJ 100

Section Number: 002A-#26756
Meeting Times: Wednesday 6:30 pm – 9:20 pm

Meeting Location: Bisdorf/AA-442
Instructor Name: Tim Dickinson
Telephone Number:  703-933-8083 
E-mail Address: tdickinson@nvcc.edu
http://blogs.nvcc.edu/tdickinson/
This syllabus is a guide.  The instructor reserves the right to make changes as needed.

This is a hybrid course whereas some of the coursework assignments are completed online.  Students are required to log onto Canvas at least three times a week, including weekends, to ensure awareness of assignment updates, coursework modifications and weekly announcements.

Course Materials

Required Readings

1. Schmalleger, Frank. 2019. Revel for Criminal Justice A Brief Introduction (13th ed.). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.

Course Description

Presents an overview of the United States criminal justice system; introduces the major system components: law enforcement, judiciary and corrections. Lecture 3 hours per week.
Course Objectives 

Upon completion of this course, the student should be able to: 

- explain the basic organization of each of the major elements of the criminal justice 
  system

- describe the challenges of law enforcement, judiciary and corrections elements in 
  today's dynamic societal environment

- examine the variety of career opportunities available in the criminal justice system 

Course Requirements and Grading

·  Two Exams (200 points total)
·  Written Assignment (100 points) 
·  Attendance (72 points)
· Revel On-line Assignments (230 points)

· Total Points (602) 

·  Complete Course Evaluation (10 points Extra Credit) 

· If a class cancelled, check Canvas for assignment/grading information. 

Grading Scale

100%-90% - A

69%-60% - D

89%-80 – B


Below 60 - F

79%-70% - C 


Description of Course Requirements

Examinations 
There will be two examinations.  Examinations may consist of true/false, multiple choice, fill-in the blank and essay questions.  There will be a maximum of 50 questions per examination and the examination will cover materials presented during lectures and from the textbook.  Study guides will be provided.
There will be absolutely no make–up or early exams.  Failure to take the exam when scheduled will result in the grade of “0” for the missed exam.  That missed exam will constitute the “dropped” exam.

There will be no other opportunity for extra credit assignments so it is important that you satisfy the stated requirements. 
Attendance   
Attendance is required for each time we meet In-class.  Seventy-two points of your final grade is based on your attendance in the class.  Each missed class will result in a six (8) point deduction from the attendance grade (72 points). 

Attendance for each class is required.  I usually take attendance at the beginning and end of each class.  Each half of class is worth 4 points.  If you are late, or leave early you will lose 4 points.  I will make a determination for any attendance/participation points earned each class. 
Read the textbook before class, and be prepared to ask and answer questions.  If you attended class, there is good chance the 89 (B) will become a 90 (A).
Any student not attending the first 3 classes will be dropped from the course by the instructor.  Any student who misses more than 5 classes may be dropped by the instructor.  Please notify the instructor with any special circumstances.   
Policies and Procedures

Late Assignments – I will deduct 10 points each day the assignment is late. 
Classroom civility – students are expected to respect each other and the instructor.  Students should not disrupt class by arriving late, leaving early and/or by unnecessary talking or use of electronic devices.  Students may be asked to leave class for any disruptions.
Should you choose to bring a laptop/tablet/smart phone to class it must (only) be used for course activities. 

When in class please do not sleep, write notes to each other, read newspapers, do homework for any class, listen to music, or engage in activity that may disturb others.

Please turn your phone on vibrate!!
Academic Dishonesty: Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated in this class. Cheating includes dishonesty of any kind on tests or assignments. Plagiarism includes the failure to give credit to another’s work. Giving and taking unauthorized help on tests or assignments are both considered cheating. NOVA and I regard these as serious offenses. The minimum sanction for such behavior is an F on the assignment; the maximum sanction is dismissal from college. You may read the full policy on academic dishonesty in the Student Handbook.

Fire/Emergency Evacuation Procedures: The evacuation route is located on the wall next to the classroom door. Please familiarize yourself with this route. In case of an emergency, take all of your belongings with you when/if possible. 
Inclement Weather and Other Closing Information: Please check NOVA’s website (www.nvcc.edu) for information about weather closings.  Students are strongly encouraged to sign up for NOVA Alert: https://alert.nvcc.edu/index.php?CCheck=1.
If a class cancelled, check Canvas for assignment/grading information. 

Special Accommodations: Any student who thinks that he or she might need an accommodation based on a disability should make an appointment to see a Counselor for Disability Services (Bisdorf Room 194).  You can also call 703-933-1840.  Additional information can be found here: http://www.nvcc.edu/current-students/disability-services/index.html.

* Students are urged to contact the instructor with any special circumstances.
Minimum Technology Requirements and skills  Course includes both classroom and online meetings. A portion of this course is delivered via the World Wide Web in lieu of traditional classroom hours.  Students must have access to the Internet and access to Blackboard. A hybrid class requires additional work outside the traditional lecture period. To that end, you will complete a series of assignments, one per week, which will take you about the same amount of time as you spend in class. This will require you to have access to a computer and reliable, preferably high-speed, Internet connection. Students should also have MS Office. Students should have a basic working knowledge of Word. 

 Instructor/Student Communication Policy The primary means of communication outside the classroom between the Instructor and the student is via Blackboard Announcements and e-mail. Students should check Blackboard and their e-mail daily for any Instructor communications. Failure on the part of the student to check Blackboard and e-mail on a regular basis is not an excuse for missed /late assignments or exams. The Instructor turn-around time to respond to voice messages and e-mails is 24-to-48 hours Monday through Friday. 

 Instructors receive a significant number of e-mails from students over the course of the semester. To specifically identify the course in which the student is enrolled, all e-mail from the student must include the course and section number (e.g., ACC211-000) in the Subject of the e-mail. 

 I will email you at the email address on my class list - which is your VCCS email address. If you do not check this address frequently, I would recommend you set it up for 

automatic forwarding to an email address you do check more frequently. When emailing the instructor, always send email from your VCCS email address. 

Netiquette 

 "Netiquette" is an abbreviation for "Internet etiquette" – simply, basic rules of the road for the "Information Superhighway." Online learning involves much communication using email, bulletin boards, chats and other methods. Anonymity – While anonymity is often, and justifiably, desired in many Internet communications, maintaining your identity is essential in an online course. If at any time you have concerns about your privacy in an online course, please let your instructor know. Make sure you include your name on all your emails as some messaging systems will not include this and many email addresses do not indicate the name of the sender. Brevity – Very few people want to read long messages. Other than for special situations, try to keep most of your communications brief and to the point. Others will thank you, and you'll be equally grateful to everyone else. Communication – Use the Subject Line. Make your entry in the Subject Line concise and informative. Focus on one subject per message and always include a pertinent subject title for the message; that way the user can locate the message quickly. Include your name at the bottom of email messages. Be careful when using sarcasm and humor. Without face to face communications, your joke may be viewed as criticism. 

 Emoticons – Emoticons are simple sideways faces, also known as smileys. Here are a few examples: :) happy face :( unhappy face  ;) wink Inappropriate material – Suggestive or pornographic content or links do not belong in online courses, nor does anything promoting hatred or discrimination. Large files – Avoid sending unnecessarily large files and attachments. Many of those cute screen savers and computer games circulated via email place a heavy load on email systems and create large downloads, particularly for those who are on slower modems or using older computers. They often may also carry malicious content such as viruses. Privacy – It is simple to forward a message you have received from someone else. However, unless it is clear you have their permission to do so, check first. This is particularly important when you post a private message sent to you from someone else to a public bulletin board or email list. Readability – Try to format your messages with lots of breaks and headings. One long paragraph that fills some else's full screen with no breaks will very likely not be read. Watch for errors: a careful read as well as a spell-check will solve most problems--lots of mistakes are extremely annoying. Shouting – What is shouting? THIS IS: TYPING A MESSAGE IN CAPITAL LETTERS IS TYPICALLY UNDERSTOOD AS THE EQUIVALENT OF SHOUTING AT SOMEONE. It is perceived as rude and will usually result in a request by others to 

"Stop yelling" or worse, a "flame"--a flurry of angry responses that will bombard your email inbox. Adapted from http://www.jibc.bc.ca/onlineLearning/online/online/net.htm. 

 Student Support Resources • IT Helpdesk The IT Help Desk provides first-level technical support to all faculty, staff and students of Northern Virginia Community College. Additional details and resources are located at http://www.nvcc.edu/ithd/. 

Please read the section titled Student Conduct, Rights, and Responsibilities:  H. Information Technology Ethics Agreement and NOVA Computer User Agreement in the Student Handbook 

 * Students are urged to contact the instructor with any special circumstances.
Office Hours:

Room - Bisdorf #352
Tuesday 1:00pm – 6:00pm
Wednesday 1:00 am – 6:00pm

or see me before/ after class.  Emails also work. 

Course of Study        
TOPIC
/READINGS
August 21

What is Criminal Justice

Chapter 1

In-Class



August 28

The Crime Picture


Chapter 2

In-Class



September 4

Criminal Law



Chapter 3
On-Line

Revel Assignment (34 points)
Due 9/17 (11:45pm)


September 11

Policing: Purpose/Organization
Chapter 4

In-Class

September 18

Policing: Legal Aspects

Chapter 5

On-Line

Revel Assignment (30 points)

Due 10/1 (11:45pm)

 

September 25

Policing: Legal Aspects (cont’d)
Chapter 5

In-Class

Written Assignment Distributed




Review for Exam 1 (Chapters1-6)
October 2

Policing: Issues/Challenges

Chapter 6

On-Line

Revel Assignment (38 points)

Due 10/8 (11:45pm)

October 9

Exam 1 (Chapters 1-6) In-Class
In-Class

Courts




Chapter 7

October 16

Courtroom Workgroup/

Chapter 8

On-Line

Criminal Trial

Due 10/22

Revel Assignment (28 points)

October 23

Courtroom Workgroup/

Chapter 8

In-Class

Criminal Trial

October 30

Sentencing



Chapter 9

On-Line

Revel Assignment (38 points)
Due 11/5 (11:45pm)

November 6

Prison and Jails


Chapter 11
In-Class

Written Assignment Due




November 13

Probation/Parole/


Chapter 10
On-Line 

Community Corrections 
Due 11/19(11:45pm)  Revel Assignment(34 points)
November 20 

Prison Life



Chapter 12

In-Class

Review for Exam 2 (Chapters 7-13)

November 27

No class – Thanksgiving Holiday

December 4

Juvenile Justice


Chapter 13
On-Line

Revel Assignment (28 points)
Due 12/4 (11:45pm)

December 11

Exam 2 (Chapters 7-13)

Important Dates
	Parking enforcement on Student "B" Lots begins at 6:00 a.m. Students are not required to display a permit while parked in a "B" lot after 3:45 p.m. on weekdays or anytime on weekends.
	September 6


	Last day to apply for Fall graduation.*
	October 1


	Second period to use excess (undisbursed) financial aid at the Bookstore. 

	October 2 - 25


	Non-instructional day/no classes. College open.

	October 14-15


	No Classes. College closes at noon.

	November 27


	Thanksgiving Holiday

	November 28-December 1


	Final Exam Schedule
	December 10-16


	16-Week Session

	Last day add name to wait lists

	August 6


	Classes begin
	August 19

	Last day to drop with a tuition refund (Census)**
	September 5


	Last day to withdraw without grade penalty***
	October 29


	Examinations end

	December 16



	

	


