Syllabus: Fall 2020
Northern Virginia Community College

Course Name: Survey of Criminal Justice

Course Number: ADJ 100

Section Number: 021A-#52415
Meeting Times: Thursday 9:35pm – 1:05pm

Meeting Location: Zoom Meetings
Instructor Name: Tim Dickinson
E-mail Address: tdickinson@nvcc.edu
http://blogs.nvcc.edu/tdickinson/
This syllabus is a guide.  The instructor reserves the right to make changes as needed.

Course Materials

Required Readings

1. Schmalleger, Frank.Criminal Justice Revel Access COD (16th ed.). ISBN -9780135770535. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.

Course Description

Presents an overview of the United States criminal justice system; introduces the major system components: law enforcement, judiciary and corrections. Lecture 3 hours per week.
Course Objectives 

Upon completion of this course, the student should be able to: 

- explain the basic organization of each of the major elements of the criminal justice 
  system

- describe the challenges of law enforcement, judiciary and corrections elements in 
  today's dynamic societal environment

- examine the variety of career opportunities available in the criminal justice system 

Course Requirements and Grading

· Revel Assignments (Points depends on which chapters are dropped from the grade book)
· Written Assignment (100 points – this grade can’t be dropped )
· Attendance/Participation (65points)
· Complete Course Evaluation (10 points Extra Credit) 

· If a class cancelled, check Canvas for assignment/grading information. 

Grading Scale

100%-90% - A

69%-60% - D

89%-80 – B


Below 60 - F

79%-70% - C 


Description of Course Requirements

Pearson Revel Assignments
There will be eleven Pearson Revel Chapter Assignments.  I will drop the two lowest scores.  The Chapter 7 Pearson Revel assignment can’t be dropped.  Each chapter’s point totals are different so the total points earned by each student could vary.
The assignments include reading, watching short videos and simulations.  Short quizzes accompany the activities along with a chapter quiz.  The chapters open to students 3 weeks before the due date.
There will be no other opportunity for extra credit assignments so it is important that you satisfy the stated requirements. 
Attendance/Participation   
Attendance for each class is required.  Sixty points of your final grade is based on your attendance and participation in the class.  Each missed class will result in a five (5) point deduction from the attendance grade (65 points). 

Attendance for each class is required.  I usually take attendance at the beginning and end of each class.  Each half of class is worth 2.5 points.  If you are late, or leave early you will lose 2.5 points.  I will post a poll for the class at the beginning and end of each class.  Answer the poll question and get credit for that half of class. 
Read the textbook before class, and be prepared to ask and answer questions.  If you attended class (no more than 2 absences), there is good chance the 89 (B) will become a 90 (A).
Any student not attending the first 3 classes will be dropped from the course by the instructor.  Any student who misses more than 5 classes, may be dropped by the instructor.  Please notify the instructor with any special circumstances.   

 Policies and Procedures

Late Assignments – late Pearson Revel assignments will lose 50%.  The exception is the last Revel assignment (Chapter 14).  It is due the last day of the semester – late assignments won’t be accepted for Chapter 14    

The written assignment - NO late assignments accepted. 
All use of any electronic device (including cell phones) is prohibited during class time unless approved by the instructor or IAP.     
When in class please do not sleep, write notes to each other, read newspapers, do homework for any class, listen to music, or engage in activity that may disturb others.

Please turn your phone on vibrate!!
Classroom Civility – students are expected to respect each other and the instructor.  Students should not disrupt class by arriving late, leaving early and/or by unnecessary talking.  Students may be asked to leave class for any disruptions.

Academic Dishonesty: Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated in this class. Cheating includes dishonesty of any kind on tests or assignments. Plagiarism includes the failure to give credit to another’s work. Giving and taking unauthorized help on tests or assignments are both considered cheating. NOVA and I regard these as serious offenses. The minimum sanction for such behavior is an F on the assignment; the maximum sanction is dismissal from college. You may read the full policy on academic dishonesty in the Student Handbook.

Fire/Emergency Evacuation Procedures: The evacuation route is located on the wall next to the classroom door. Please familiarize yourself with this route. In case of an emergency, take all of your belongings with you when/if possible. 
Inclement Weather and Other Closing Information: Please check NOVA’s website (www.nvcc.edu) for information about weather closings.  Students are strongly encouraged to sign up for NOVA Alert: https://alert.nvcc.edu/index.php?CCheck=1.
If a class is cancelled, check Canvas for assignment/grading information. 

Special Accommodations: Any student who thinks that he or she might need an accommodation based on a disability should make an appointment to see a Counselor for Disability Services (Bisdorf Room 194).  You can also call 703-933-1840.  Additional information can be found here: http://www.nvcc.edu/current-students/disability-services/index.html.

* Students are urged to contact the instructor with any special circumstances.
Office Hours:

Email me during the office hours and I will respond to your question/concern.  Also, Zoom (if needed).
Monday: 9:30am – 12:30pm and 4:30pm – 5:30pm
Tuesday: 1:15pm – 2:15pm
Wednesday: 1:15pm – 6:15pm

Course of Study        

Lecture
September 7

Labor Day – No Class
Week 1
September 10

Course Orientation



What is CJ



Chapter 1




The Crime Picture


Chapter 2

Week 2
September 16

Pearson Revel Assignment (Chapter 2) Due 11:59pm
September 17

Criminal Law



Chapter 4
Week 3
September 23    
Pearson Revel Assignment (Chapter 2) Due 11:59pm



Pearson Revel Assignment (Chapter 4) Due 11:59pm
September 24

Police Purpose/Organization

Chapter 6



Written Assignment Distributed

Week 4
September 30

Pearson Revel Assignment (Chapter 6) Due 11:59pm
October 1

Policing: Legal Aspects 

Chapter 7
Week 5
October 8

Policing: Legal Aspects (Cont’d)
Chapter 7
October 12-13

Non Instructional Day – No Class
Week 6
October 14

Pearson Revel Assignment (Chapter 7) Due 11:59pm
October 15

Policing: Issues/Challenges

Chapter 8
Week 7
October 21

Pearson Revel Assignment (Chapter 8) Due 11:59pm
October 22

Courts: Structure/Participants

Chapter 9 
Week 8
October 28

Pearson Revel Assignment (Chapter 09) Due 11:59pm
October 29

Courts: Pretial Activities/Trial
Chapter 10



Courts






Week 9
November 4

Pearson Revel Assignment (Chapter 10) Due 11:59pm
November 5

Sentencing



Chapter 11



Written Assignment Due 
Week 10
November 11

Pearson Revel Assignment (Chapter 11) Due 11:59pm
November 12

Probation/Parole/


Chapter 12



Community Corrections

Week 11
November 18

Pearson Revel Assignment (Chapter 12) Due 11:59pm
November 19

Prison/Jails



Chapter 13
November 26

Thanksgiving Holiday – No class

Week 12
December 2

Pearson Revel Assignment (Chapter 13) Due 11:59
December 3 

Prison Life



Chapter 14
Week 13

December 10

Pearson Revel Assignment – (Chapter 14) due 11:59pm
Important Dates
	Academic Advising Week for Fall 2020
	
	July 20-24

	Tuition payment deadline if you register by August 2. If you register August 3 or after, you must pay your tuition before 5:00 p.m. the next business day.
	
	August 3

	Buy books and supplies at the Bookstore with excess financial aid
	
	August 10 - September 10

	Labor Day Holiday observed for students, faculty and staff. College offices closed.
	
	September 7

	Financial aid adjustments begin.  Classes added on or after this date for the current term will not increase your eligibility for financial aid grants.  Aid may be reduced for students enrolled in less than 12 eligible credits.  Information on financial aid awards, disbursements and refunds is available here
	
	September 11

	Parking enforcement on Student B Lots begins at 6:00 a.m. Students are not required to display a permit while parked in a B lot after 3:45 p.m. on weekdays or anytime on weekends.

	
	September 11

	Last day to apply for Fall graduation.*
	
	October 1

	Second period to use excess (undisbursed) financial aid at the Bookstore
	
	October 6-28

	Non-instructional day/no classes. College open.
	
	October 12-13

	Election day/no classes. College offices closed.
	
	November 3

	Non-instructional day/no classes. College offices close at noon. Thanksgiving Holiday.
	
	November 25

	Non-instructional day/no classes. College offices closed. Thanksgiving Holiday.
	
	November 26-29

	Final Exam Schedule
	
	December 8-14

	


13-Week Session

Last day to join class wait lists

August 22

Classes begin

September 8

Students may add or drop courses through NOVAConnect.

September 8 - 13

Last day to drop with a tuition refund or change to audit (census date)**
September 22

Last day to withdraw without grade penalty***
November 5

Examinations end

December 14
