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April 19 
Brews and Brains with Bad Wolf Brewery  
6 p.m. - 8 p.m.; FREE, donations accepted.   
Northern Virginia has a rich history from the 18th century to modern times. 
Join the Historic Preservation Division and Bad Wolf Brewery as we exam-
ine the exciting and  little-known history of Northern Virginia during WWI. 
The series will take place at Big Bad Wolf Brewery, located at 8420 Kao 
Circle. Ben Lomond Historic Site, Manassas, VA. 703-367-7872. 

 
April 21  
Brentsville Wildflower Walk  
1pm; FREE, donations accepted.   
Take a walk with Master Gardner and wildflower aficio-

nado, Jeannie Couch, as she describes Virginia's spring wildflowers along a 
one mile nature trail. Jeannie will provide magnifying loops so and you will 
receive handouts identifying  the flowers.  
Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre, Bristow, VA. 703-365-7895. 
 
April 26    
Lecture: The History of Wet Plate Photography 
7 p.m.  FREE, donations accepted 
Just prior to the American Civil War, a new tech-
nology known as collodion photography was com-
ing into use and would forever change the way citizens saw their world.  
These photographs printed on metal were extremely detailed and rivals any 
type of picture of today.  Join Robert Szabo, a wet plate Collodion Photogra-
pher has been working to keep this art alive, as he  presents on the history of 
this craft. Old Manassas Courthouse, Manassas, VA. 703-792-5618. 
 

April 27 
History by Campfire: History Myths     
6:30 p.m.; $5 per person, children 2 and under free.  
Enjoy a campfire and roasted marshmallows at Ben 
Lomond while you learn some history! For April, in honor 

of “April Fools” learn about some of the different history myths that spread 
throughout history. Hear stories about how the “whistle walk”, “people were 
shorter back then,” and “graffiti was written in blood” may or may not be 
true. Ben Lomond Historic Site, Manassas, VA 703-367-7872. 
 
April 28 
Spring Migration Bird & Nature Walk at Julie J. 
Metz Neabsco Creek Wetlands Preserve 
8 a.m.; FREE, donations accepted  
The Wetlands Preserve is home to a diverse bird popula-
tion.  Join local birding and nature experts on a guided walk along the trails 
and boardwalks.  Discover this unique 120-acre property in the heart of 
Woodbridge.  Bring binoculars, guide books and dress appropriately. Rain or 
Shine. Julie J. Metz Neabsco Creek Wetlands Preserve, Woodbridge, VA 
703-499-9812.   
 

April 28  
Brentsville Classic Car Show  
10am-3pm; FREE, donations accepted. 
Step Back-In-Time and visit Brentsville for this Classic Car 

Show event! Come on out and enjoy the scenic setting alongside vehicles of 
yesteryear. Grab some lunch from the food truck, or pack a picnic, but plan 
to enjoy the day! Historic Courthouse will be open for self-guided tours. *If 
you want to enter your classic car, just RSVP and we’ll find you a spot! 
Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre, Bristow, VA. 703-365-7895. 

April 7 
Civil War Trust Annual Park Day at Bristoe Station Battlefield      
8 a.m. - 12p.m.; FREE  
Join the Historic Preservation Division and the Civil War Trust for a na-
tionwide event that encourages Civil War enthusiasts to help maintain, 

restore and preserve Civil War sites through volunteerism. Join 
us for a fun and rewarding day of work at Bristoe Battlefield 
where projects will include litter pick up, cleaning cemeteries, 
and trail maintenance. Bristoe Station Battlefield Heritage 

Park Bristow, VA. 703-366-3049. 
 
April 7 & 21 
History of Cooking with the Pat White Center: Spring 
on the Farm  
10 a.m. – 12 p.m.; $15 per person per session  
Before the creation of grocery stores, families in Virginia had to live off 
what they could grow and raise from home. Now that spring is here, it is 
time to start the planting and begin enjoying fresh food again! Make paper 
pots and plant seedlings to grow a variety of vegetables and learn about 
how the grounds and dependencies are used. Advanced registration is re-
quired. For more information or to register, please visit 
www.pwcparks.org or call 703-792-5618. Ben Lomond  Historic Site, 
Manassas, VA. 703-367-7872. 
 
April 7 
Brentsville 2nd Annual Art in the Park 
11 a.m. – 4 p.m.; FREE, donations accepted. 
Bring the family and enjoy the art of local artists and Prince William 
County students at the scenic setting of Brentsville Courthouse. Try your 
hand at the “Make Your Own Art” table, On-the-spot Art Workshops. You 
can even watch one of our many local artists painting on-
site! There will be local art for sale and the Courthouse 
will be open for self-guided tours. Brentsville Courthouse 
Historic Centre, Bristow, VA. 703-365-7895. 
 
April 14 

Potomac Blockade Boat Tour 
10 a.m. - 1 p.m.; $45 per participant  
Cruise along the Potomac River shoreline and view 
sites that were critical to the Confederate forces’ suc-
cessful blockade of Washington D.C. from September 

1861 through March 1862. The cruise will include the preserved batteries 
at Freestone Point, Possum Nose, and more! Tour includes lunch and de-
parts from Leesylvania State Park in Woodbridge. Call 703-792-4754 for 
more information and to make reservations.   
 
April 14, 21, 28 
Rippon Lodge Girl Scout Badge Camp  
9 a.m. – 3 p.m.; $5.00 per Scout, per badge, $10/day 
Come to Rippon Lodge to earn your Brownie and Junior Girl Scout Badg-
es! There are two badges per day. The badge schedule is: April 14- Bugs 
and Gardening; April 21-Painting and Drawing; April 28 –Making Games 
and Playing the Past. Reservations are required and 
space is limited.  Scout leaders must purchase the 
badges on their own. Rippon Lodge Historic Site, 
Woodbridge, VA. 703-499-9812. 

The sites are currently closed for regular tours until May 1st, but you can still come and see us.  
We are open for special programs and for tours by appointment, just give us a call! 

The grounds are still open daily from dawn until dusk. 



  

Celebrate Historic Preservation Month  
with Prince William County  

Did you know that the Historic Preservation Division preserves 13 sites and over 750 acres of historically and culturally     
significant property throughout the county? We strive to protect Prince William County’s heritage and provide the                    
community a chance to learn and engage in these  historic places. Take a look at some of the events we are hosting                       

during Historic Preservation Month!  

May 19 
Architectural Tours of Ben Lomond  
11 a.m. - 4 p.m.; $5 per person, children 6 and under free. 
For Historic Preservation Month, join us for a unique spin on our tour of 
Ben Lomond, focusing on the 1832 architecture of the house. Learn how 
Ben Lomond was built without modern technology, the styles and needs of 
the time that influenced the design, and about the people who built it. Por-
tions of this tour will take you to places not ordinarily open to the public. 
Ben Lomond Historic Site, Manassas, VA. 703-367-7872. 

 
May 19 
Armed Forces through the Ages at Rippon Lodge 
11 a.m. - 4 p.m.; $5.00 per person, Free admission for chil-
dren under 6.  

Celebrate the Armed Forces with Rippon Lodge. From the earliest orga-
nized armies to the modern age, view encampments of soldiers of all mili-
tary branches and centuries. Living history presentations, military vehicles 
displays and cavalry, and much more during this special one-day event.  
Rippon Lodge Historic Site, Woodbridge, VA 22192, 703-499-9812. 
 
May 19  
Paranormal 101 
7 p.m. – midnight; $70 per person; reservations are required.  
Brentsville has a diverse history from being a County seat for Prince Wil-
liam County to being a quiet town.  Today, many local residents claim that 
the jail, courthouse, and grounds are haunted by spirits from the past. Join 
Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre and East Coast 
Research and Investigation of the Paranormal (ECRIP) 
where you can attend a seminar with to lean about the the-
ories and techniques of paranormal investigation and then 
participate in one! Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre, 
Bristow, VA, 20136. 703-365-7895. 
 
May 21 
Museum Kids Monday!  
10 a.m. -11 a.m.; $5 per child, ages 9 and under.  
Bring your child to Ben Lomond this summer to explore history through 
sight, sound, smell, and touch with hands-on activities and crafts! Topics 
vary each month from  archaeology, plants, 19th century toys and more! . 
Adult must stay to participate with children. Please contact the site to learn 
about the subject of the month. Reservations are not required. Ben Lomond 
Historic Site, Manassas, VA. 703-367-7872. 
 
May 26 
Ben Lomond’s Antique Rose Garden Tea  
1 p.m. -3 p.m.; $30 per person, registration is required.   
Celebrate the arrival of spring by spending a wonderful afternoon in the 
antique rose garden at Ben Lomond enjoying historic tea and garden 
themed treats. Lean about 19th century roses and how to care for them in 
your own garden. Ben Lomond Historic Site, Manassas, VA. 703-367-
7872. 
 
 
 

May 4 
Walking Tour of Historic Prince William Towns: Dumfries 
7 p.m.; Free; donations accepted 
Join local historians on the first Friday of every month this summer for a 

special walking tour of historic towns in Prince William 
County.  On May 4 explore Dumfries, the oldest chartered 
town in Virginia. Please meet at the Weems-Botts Museum 
in Dumfries: 3944 Cameron Street, Dumfries, VA 22026. 
Call 703-365-7895 for more information. 

 
May 5 
Potomac Blockade Boat Tour 
10 a.m. - 1 p.m.; $45 per participant  
Cruise along the Potomac River shoreline and view sites that were critical to 
the Confederate forces’ successful blockade of Washington D.C. from Sep-
tember 1861 through March 1862. The cruise will include the preserved bat-
teries at Freestone Point, Possum Nose, and more! Tour includes lunch and 
departs from Leesylvania State Park in Woodbridge. Call 703-792-4754 for 
more information and to make reservations.   

 
May 12 
Bennett School Hard Hat Tours  
11 a.m., 1 p.m., 3 p.m.; $10 suggested donation, reservations 
suggested  

Celebrate Historic Preservation month by getting a rare glimpse inside a his-
toric landmark. Bennett School was built in 1909 as an agricultural high 
school, but instead was used as an elementary school until 1969. Bennett 
School is an active construction site so please dress appropriately. Bennett 
School is located at 9300 Lee Avenue, Manassas, VA. For more information 
and reservations, please contact 703-792-4754.  
 
May 12 
Wildlife Walk at Bristoe Station Battlefield 
9 a.m. - 11 a.m.; Free, donations accepted. 
Bristoe Station Battlefield is home to a complex meadow ecosystem.  Join 
outdoor experts on a guided walk of the battlefield.  Learn about the benefi-
cial wildlife especially the birds and butterflies that call this ecosystem home.  
Learn to identify the plants that these birds and butterflies need for food and 
shelter.  Bring binoculars. Bristoe Station Battlefield Heritage Park. Bristow, 
VA. 703-366-3049. 
 
May 12 
Candlelight Tour of Ben Lomond Historic Site   
8 p.m. – 9 p.m.; $10 per person, advanced reservation is required.  
Ben Lomond has a grim history as a Confederate field hospital after the Bat-
tle of First Manassas. Take a special candlelight tour and have a truly immer-
sive experience, where you will see, smell, and hear an active field hospital. 
Tour takes place in near dark. This tour may not be suitable for young chil-
dren. Ben Lomond Historic Site, Manassas, VA. 703-367-7872. 
 
May 17 
Brews and Brains with Bad Wolf Brewery  
6 p.m. - 8 p.m.,; Free, donations accepted.   
Northern Virginia  has a rich history. Join the Historic Preservation Divi-
sion and Bad Wolf Brewery as we examine the gruesome, scandalous, and 
exciting little-known history of Northern Virginia during the Civil War. 
The series will take place at Bad Wolf Brewery, located at 8420 Kao Circle, 
Manassas.  Ben Lomond Historic Site, Manassas, VA. 703-367-7872. 
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2nd and 4th Weekends of May  
Bristoe Station Battlefield Heritage Park Tours 
11 a.m. - 3p.m.; Tours leave on the hour; Free,  
Bristoe Station Battlefield historians will provide guided tours of the 
hallowed grounds that contain camps, cemeteries, and battlefields. Tours 
begin on the hour and depart from the kiosk  Bristoe Station Battlefield 
Heritage Park, 703-366-3049 


