Celebrate Historic Preservation Month
with Prince William County
Did you know that the Historic Preservation Division preserves 13 sites and over 750 acres of historically and culturally
significant property throughout the county? We strive to protect Prince William County’s heritage and provide the
community a chance to learn and engage in these historic places. Take a look at some of the events we are hosting
during Historic Preservation Month!
May 4
Walking Tour of Historic Prince William Towns: Dumfries
7 p.m.; Free; donations accepted
Join local historians on the first Friday of every month this summer for a
special walking tour of historic towns in Prince William
County. On May 4 explore Dumfries, the oldest chartered town in Virginia. Please meet at the Weems-Botts
Museum in Dumfries: 3944 Cameron Street, Dumfries,
VA 22026. Call 703-365-7895 for more information.

May 19
Architectural Tours of Ben Lomond
11 a.m. - 4 p.m.; $5 per person, children 6 and under free.
For Historic Preservation Month, join us for a unique spin on our tour of
Ben Lomond, focusing on the 1832 architecture of the house. Learn how
Ben Lomond was built without modern technology, the styles and needs
of the time that influenced the design, and about the people who built it.
Portions of this tour will take you to places not ordinarily open to the
public. Ben Lomond Historic Site, Manassas, VA. 703-367-7872.

May 5
Potomac Blockade Boat Tour
10 a.m. - 1 p.m.; $45 per participant
Cruise along the Potomac River shoreline and view sites
that were critical to the Confederate forces’ successful blockade of Washington D.C. from September 1861 through March 1862. The cruise will
include the preserved batteries at Freestone Point, Possum Nose, and more!
Tour includes lunch and departs from Leesylvania State Park in Woodbridge. Call 703-792-4754 for more information and to make reservations.

May 19
Armed Forces through the Ages at Rippon Lodge
11 a.m. - 4 p.m.; $5.00 per person, Free admission for children under 6.
Celebrate the Armed Forces with Rippon Lodge. From the earliest organized armies to the modern age, view encampments of
soldiers of all military branches and centuries. Living
history presentations, military vehicles displays and
cavalry, and much more during this special one-day
event. Rippon Lodge Historic Site, Woodbridge, VA
22192, 703-499-9812.

May 12
Bennett School Hard Hat Tours
11 a.m., 1 p.m., 3 p.m.; $10 suggested donation, reservations suggested
Celebrate Historic Preservation month by getting a rare glimpse inside a
historic landmark. Bennett School was built in 1909 as an agricultural high
school, but instead was used as an elementary school until 1969. Bennett
School is an active construction site so please dress appropriately. Bennett
School is located at 9300 Lee Avenue, Manassas, VA. For more information and reservations, please contact 703-792-4754.

May 19
Paranormal 101
7 p.m. – midnight; $70 per person; reservations are required.
Brentsville has a diverse history from being a County seat for Prince William County to being a quiet town. Today, many local residents claim
that the jail, courthouse, and grounds are haunted by spirits from the past.
Join Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre and East Coast Research and
Investigation of the Paranormal (ECRIP) where you
can attend a seminar with to lean about the theories
and techniques of paranormal investigation and then
participate in one! Brentsville Courthouse Historic
Centre, Bristow, VA, 20136. 703-365-7895.

May 12
Wildlife Walk at Bristoe Station Battlefield
9 a.m. - 11 a.m.; Free, donations accepted.
Bristoe Station Battlefield is home to a complex
meadow ecosystem. Join outdoor experts on a guided walk of the battlefield. Learn about the beneficial wildlife especially the birds and butterflies that call this ecosystem home. Learn to identify the plants that these
birds and butterflies need for food and shelter. Bring binoculars. Bristoe
Station Battlefield Heritage Park. Bristow, VA. 703-366-3049.
May 12
Candlelight Tour of Ben Lomond Historic Site
8 p.m. – 9 p.m.; $10 per person, advanced reservation is
required.
Ben Lomond has a grim history as a Confederate field hospital after the
Battle of First Manassas. Take a special candlelight tour and have a truly
immersive experience, where you will see, smell, and hear an active field
hospital. Tour takes place in near dark. This tour may not be suitable for
young children. Ben Lomond Historic Site, Manassas, VA. 703-367-7872.

May 21
Museum Kids Monday!
10 a.m. -11 a.m.; $5 per child, ages 9 and under.
Bring your child to Ben Lomond this summer to explore history through
sight, sound, smell, and touch with hands-on activities and crafts! Topics
vary each month from archaeology, plants, 19 th century toys and more! .
Adult must stay to participate with children. Please contact the site to
learn about the subject of the month. Reservations are not required. Ben
Lomond Historic Site, Manassas, VA. 703-367-7872.
May 26
Ben Lomond’s Antique Rose Garden Tea
1 p.m. -3 p.m.; $30 per person, registration is required.
Celebrate the arrival of spring by spending a wonderful afternoon in the
antique rose garden at Ben Lomond enjoying historic tea and garden
themed treats. Lean about 19th century roses and how to care for them in
your own garden. Ben Lomond Historic Site, Manassas, VA. 703-3677872.

Bristoe Station Battlefield Heritage Park Tours

2nd and 4th Weekends of May 11 a.m. - 3p.m.; Tours leave on the hour; Free,
Bristoe Station Battlefield historians will provide guided tours of the hallowed grounds that contain camps, cemeteries, and battlefields.
Tours begin on the hour and depart from the kiosk Bristoe Station Battlefield Heritage Park, 703-366-3049
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Coming this June to Prince William
County Historic Preservation Division
Get outside and come and see us! Our sites are open for guided tours Thursday – Monday from 11AM-4PM, and the
grounds are open daily from dawn until dusk. Join us for special programs, tours, or request your own private program
for your group! For more information, please call the sites or our main office at 703-792-4754. We hope to see you soon!
June 1
Walking Tour of Historic Prince William Towns: Haymarket
7 p.m.; Free; donations accepted
Join local historians on the first Friday of every month this
summer for a special walking tour of historic towns in Prince
William County. On June 1, join us to learn about the western Prince William town impacted by Civil War. Please meet
at Haymarket Town Hall: 15000 Washington St, Haymarket
VA 20169. Call 703-365-7895 for more information.

June 18
Museum Kids Monday!
10 a.m. -11 a.m.; $5 per child, ages 9 and under.
Bring your child to Ben Lomond this summer to explore
history through sight, sound, smell, and touch with hands-on activities
and crafts! Topics vary each month from archaeology, plants, 19 th century toys and more! . Adult must stay to participate with children. Please
contact the site to learn about the subject of the month. Reservations are
not required. Ben Lomond Historic Site, Manassas, VA. 703-367-7872.

June 2
Lost Towns of Prince William County Bus Tour
8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.; $70 per person; reservations
required, lunch is included.
While historic towns such as Dumfries, Occoquan,
and Manassas survive to the present day, many smaller communities (and
even towns), were abandoned, destroyed, or lost throughout history. Join
local historians as we explore these long forgotten communities such as
New Market, Smoketown, and others to learn about a lost chapter in
Prince William County history.
Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre, Bristow, VA. 703-365-7895.

June 23-24
Brentsville Farmhouse Living History Weekend
11 a.m. – 4 p.m.; Free, donations accepted.
During the middle 1800’s most people living in Prince
William County were somehow tied to farming. Explore how most residents lived as living historians bring the Haislip-Hall Farmhouse to life.
Learn about the various chores that were required to make a 19th century
farmhouse run and meet some real farm animals! Brentsville Courthouse
Historic Centre, Bristow, VA. 703-365-7895.

June 9
Meet the Men of Ben Lomond Candlelight Tour
8:30 p.m. – 10 p.m.; $10 per person, advanced registration is required.
Come take a special candlelight tour and gain a truly immersive experience at the site where the men of Ben Lomond will take you throughout
their world. Meet Mr. Chinn, who first owned the property, and Mr. Pringle, who lived in the house when it was commandeered
as a hospital. Tour takes place in near dark where you
will see, smell, and hear an active field hospital, and may
not be suitable for young children. Ben Lomond Historic
Site, Manassas, VA. 703-367-7872.
June 16
Potomac Blockade Boat Tour
10 a.m. - 1 p.m.; $45 per participant
Cruise along the Potomac River shoreline and view sites that were critical
to the Confederate forces’ successful blockade of Washington D.C. from
September 1861 through March 1862. The cruise will include the preserved batteries at Freestone Point, Possum Nose, and more! Tour includes
lunch and departs from Leesylvania State Park in Woodbridge. Call 703792-4754 for more information and to make reservations.
June 16
Juneteenth Open House at Lucasville
11 a.m. – 4 p.m.; Free, donations welcome.
Join us at Lucasville in honor of Juneteenth to learn
about the celebration marking the emancipation of
enslaved African Americans throughout the South. Visit the one-room
schoolhouse to learn about the development of freedmen communities
throughout Prince William County and the progression of education throughout Prince William County
throughout Reconstruction and the Jim Crow Era.
Lucasville School, Manassas, VA. 703-367-7872.

June 29
Rippon Lodge Revolutionary Readers – A Book
Club for Young Readers
10 a.m. – Noon; $7.00 per child/ per day. Advance
registration is required.
Spend the summer with Revolutionary Readers at Rippon Lodge Historic
Site! Young adults are invited to explore books and topics connected to
early American history. Each gathering of readers includes a discussion of
the book, followed by interactive games, activities, crafts, food ways, and
more. All titles are available at the local library and Amazon.
Books this year are: Bully for You, Teddy Roosevelt by Jean Fritz on June
29; Lincoln’s Flying Spies: Thaddeus Lowe and the Civil War
Balloon Corps by Gail Jarrow on July 13; Dear America: The
Diary of Abigail Jane Stewart The Winter of Red Snow by Kristiana Gregory on July 27, and Black Whiteness: Admiral Byrd
Alone in the Antarctic by Robert Burleigh on August 10. Rippon
Lodge Historic Site, Woodbridge, VA . 703-499-9812.
Saturdays; June-September
Yoga on the Lawn at Rippon Lodge
9 a.m. – 10 a.m.; $5.00 per class, or 5 classes for $20.00
Enjoy performing yoga on the lawn with amazing views
of the Potomac River and Rippon Lodge. Join certified
instructor Christopher Glowacki for a Vinyasa yoga practice. Participants are encouraged to bring a yoga mat, towel and plenty of water;
beginners may want to bring a block and/or strap. Those purchasing 10
classes will receive punch cards, which are good for the whole season.
Rippon Lodge Historic Site, Woodbridge, VA. 703-499-9812.
2nd and 4th Weekends; May-October
Bristoe Station Battlefield Heritage Park Tours
11 a.m. - 3p.m.; Tours leave on the hour; Free.
Join Bristoe Station Battlefield historians for guided tours
of the hallowed grounds that contain camps, cemeteries, and battlefields.
Tours begin on the hour and depart from the kiosk Bristoe Station
Battlefield Heritage Park, 703-366-3049.

Prince William County Department of Public Works
Historic Preservation Division
www.pwcgov.org/history historicpreservation@pwcgov.org
www.facebook.com/pwhistoric
@PWHPF
PWC_History

