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 Historic Perspectives  
     News About the Preservation of  Prince William County’s Historic Resources  

Published by the Prince William County  
Department of Public Works, Historic Preservation Division 

“The Country There Called the Doegs” 
            ~Lord Baltimore 
 

Early Prince William County was home to two different Native American cultures.  Today, 
modern people drive and walk many of the same paths these tribes traversed, though their 
homes are long gone. Both formed part of a larger community, different ones in fact, and 
represented a cross-section of major eastern tribes; they were the Manahoac and the more 
well known locally, Doeg.   
  

Their lifestyles were similar; in addition to fishing, hunting, and gathering, both lived in  
villages spread along the waterways, and farmed close to their homes.  The Doeg people 
spoke Algonquian, the group of languages common throughout the area, now comprising 
Canada, New England, and the Mid-Atlantic.  The Doeg were connected to the Pisca-
taway, Naticoke, and Nacotchtank tribes (the area now known as Maryland), through a 
shared culture, at the least, and quite probably by family bonds.  

 

What little is known about the Doeg comes from the early English settlers, and their interactions with the various tribes.  
Positive at first, relations swiftly soured as English traders attempted to cheat the “savages” and settlers moved into their 
land.  The tribe was well settled along the southern shore of the upper Potomac by at least 1608, when John Smith rec-
orded the location of their town, Tauxenent, on today’s Mason Neck.  Other towns included, Pamacocack (modern day 
Quantico), Yosococomico (the area of Powell’s Creek), and Niopsco (vicinity of Neabsco Creek).   
 

In 1675, a group of Doeg crossed the Potomac and took hogs from a Maryland settler that had not held up his end of a 
trade deal.  This set off a series of retaliations that ended with Bacon’s Rebellion and a general hardening of positions 
against the native people of Virginia.  Within a few short years, most of the Doeg were driven out of the colony, to their 
allies in Maryland, with one settlement remaining in Caroline County, into the 1720s. 
 

The other tribe living, or at least hunting, in Prince William County was the Manahoac.  A member of the Siouan-
language family, their closest allies and relatives, lay to the southwest into the North Carolina region today.  Most of 
their settlements were located along the Rappahannock River, all the way to its head.  Western Prince William County, 
and modern Fauquier County, would have provided excellent foraging and hunting grounds close to their homes. 
 

Like the Doeg, they would practically disappear by about 1670.  Many members of the tribe were killed by disease, 
brought by English settlers.  By 1669, there were only fifty adult men left in the seven Manahoac villages.  Shortly after, 
they were reported as moving west into the lands of their longtime allies, the Monacan, and archaeological remains  
potentially link them with a new village in Nelson County.  Today, a language related to the Siouan dialect they spoke, 
the Tutelo language, survives at least in part with over 100 words recorded from the last speakers in the 1870s. 

 
 
    J. Nathan McDonald 
    Historic Interpreter 
    Rippon Lodge Historic Site 
    King’s Highway Historic Site 
    Julie J. Metz Neabsco Creek Wetlands Preserve 
   

John Smith Map; 1612 
Courtesy of National Archives 

Village of Pomeioc, NC; 1885 
Courtesy of National Archives 
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News About the Preservation of Prince William County’s Historic Resources 

Military Corner 
The Washington Artillery Volunteers: Hampton’s Legion Artillery 

And The Battle of  Freestone Point  
September 25, 1861 

  
In April 1861, Wade Hampton of South Carolina (a wealthy planter and politician) was author-
ized to raise a Legion, consisting of six companies of Infantry, four companies of Cavalry, and 
a Company of Artillery.  The Artillery Company or Company A, came to be known as the 
Washington Artillery Volunteers.  The unit would also be known as the Washington Mounted 
Artillery, Lee’s Battery, after its Captain Stephen D. Lee, and Hampton Horse Artillery.  The 
recruits came from Charleston, Orangeburg, Barnwell, Colleton, Fairfield, Beaufort, Bamberg 
Districts, and Augusta Georgia.  Within a month following the bombardment of Fort Sumter, 
this newly formed Battery had approximately fifty members on its rolls.  Men who initially 
joined the ranks of this unit were mostly artisans and mechanics.  Recognizing the need for 
professional leadership, an effort was made to recruit military-trained men.  The Company 
ranks were soon filled and efforts expedited, in order to find a staff of worthy officers.   
 
In early June, the company was inspected and received as the Washington Artillery Volunteers 

of Hamptons South Carolina Legion, not to be confused with the Washington Artillery of New Orleans.  A number of 
South Carolina graduates from The United States Military Academy at West Point were solicited for the position of 
Company Captain, before Hampton personally decided on Captain Stephan Dill Lee.  Lee was already serving on the 
staff of General P.G.T. Beauregard and would need to fulfill his obligations with the quartermaster department before 
assuming command of the company when they arrived in Virginia.  
 
On June 10, 1861, the Company left Hampstead Mall, SC and proceeded to 
the Citadel’s, Military Hall.  After a brief ceremony, the Washington Artillery  
Volunteers were presented with “a handsome guidon.” (Veterans pictured 
holding their guidon/flag) The company then made their way to Columbia, SC, 
arriving the following day.  On June 13th, the Washington Artillery Volunteers 
officially mustered into service with 147 men; departing for Virginia, just 10 
days later, June 24, 1861. 
 
Upon arrival in Richmond, the company made camp at Rocket’s Landing.  The officers began the immediate task  
of supplying cannon for the unit.  Initially armed with pieces manufactured at the Tredegar Foundry, consisting of  
two rifled pieces and four 12-pounder howitzers, the battery was later supplied with four English made Blakely Rifles.   
Only a failure to receive armament in time, prevented the Company from serving with Hampton Legion at 1st Manassas.   
By August of 1861, the armed and prepared Company made their way to Northern Virginia.   
 
On August 22, 1861, General Robert E. Lee (at that time the Chief Military Advisor to President Jefferson Davis) 
issued orders to build a series of artillery positions to command the vital sailing channel of the Potomac River.   
 
The Washington Artillery Volunteers received a 30-pounder Parrott Rifle, called Long Tom, that was captured at the Cub 
Run Bridge at 1st Manassas.  Afterward, tasked with constructing an earthen gun position at Freestone Point, which  
happened to also be property that was part of General Lee’s ancestral home.  The Journal of Sgt. Wilmot Walter Curry, 
aged 17, indicates that the Washington Artillery Volunteers were ordered to construct an earthen battery at Freestone 
Point in order to deflect attention from more permanent positions downriver.  Sgt. Curry also recorded the more simple 
things in life, for example, describing his first tasting of a Paw-Paw fruit, they tasted to him like cream.   
           Story continued on next page...                    

Wade Hampton 
Courtesy of LOC 

hartsbattery.org 
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 Military Corner Continued 
 
On September 20, 1861 Curry wrote “Today a detachment from the Washington Mounted Artillery was sent down to  
Freestone Point for the purpose of erecting a Battery.  The battery will contain the two 6-pounders from our battery and  
an eleven-foot long 30-pounder known as Long Tom, which was captured at Manassas plains.  It is a very handsome piece.”  

 
 To hide the work, the men of the detachment left a buffer of trees and vegetation so 
 the vessels of the U.S. Potomac Naval Flotilla would be unaware of the progress.  
 Unfortunately, this effort was thwarted.  On September 23, an enslaved woman and 
 four enslaved men escaped their owner, stole a dingy and rowed out to the USS  
 Seminole.  The enslaved group informed the officers onboard of the ongoing  
 construction on the bluff of Freestone Point by a large number of soldiers with large 
 guns. Sailors of the Naval Flotilla were ordered to confirm the story.  
 
On the early morning of September 25, 1861 the USS Jacob Bell and the USS Seminole 
steamed up to Freestone point and opened fire on the Confederate Battery.  Sgt. Curry wrote: 
      
 “This morning about 10 o’clock the enemy opened fire upon our Battery.   
  Ten guns were fired by the enemy before our Battery opened.  Several shot  
  and shell struck our Battery but no damage done.  As soon as the eleventh  
  shot was fired, our guns opened on the Lincolnite men of war, which were  

       floating majestically on the Broad Potomac.  No one was hurt on our side,  
                 although there were some narrow escapes.”   
 

 
The exchange of fire continued until the CS cease-fire ended the Battle of 
Freestone Point at about 3:00 p.m.  The only real damage was to a vessel 
of the Potomac Naval Flotilla.  The Valley City took a direct hit to her 
bow.  Her commander, James Chaplin, informed the Seminole of the 
damage and requested a tow out of the range of the guns.  
 
The Battle of Freestone Point was the first fought by the Washington 
Artillery Volunteers.  Though this fight was a tactical draw, it proved a 
strategic victory of the Confederates. The knowledge of a Confederate 
gun battery at Freestone point became the focal point of the vessels of 
the Potomac Flotilla and drew her vessels away from the Quantico Creek 
area where other batteries were being constructed.  
 
 
 

 
Please be sure to check out the schedule of events section for the last two chances to join the  

Potomac Blockade Boat Tours (this year) on September 22 and October 20.  If  you like history hikes,  
try the Cockpit Point Tour on November 20, 2018. 

      
         
         David M. Born 
         Historic Programs Coordinator 
         Historic Preservation Division 

 

Wilmot Walter Curry 
Image Courtesy of  
Manassas Museum 

Drawing of Freestone Point in Wilmot Curry’s journal.   
Original image property of  Eugene C. Barker Texas History Center  
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 Preservation Corner 
Water Always Finds a Way  

 

Water can wreak havoc on any building regardless of age.  Just when you think 

your historical building is soundly restored, water will sneak through the smallest 

openings and create a slow progression of issues.  These issues, gone unnoticed 

for too long, can then turn into a literal waterfall, and a very costly repair. Recent 

rainfall in Virginia proved to be a challenge for many historic sites and the Prince 

William County Historic Preservation Division was no exception.  The Division 

faced falling ceiling plaster due to roof leaks, lost nature trails, and yes, even a 

small waterfall into the cellar at Ben Lomond Historic Site. 

  

Architectural conservators and maintenance staff continuously work throughout the year to establish and implement  

preventative conservation efforts, often modifying those efforts as needs arise.  No matter the method, a cyclical sched-

ule helps preempt issues, through proper monitoring, to identify symptoms, and the main cause of what is negatively 

impacting the historic buildings and landscape.  Water, moisture, and rising damp are all contributors to irreversible 

degradation to the historic fabric and integrity of the structures.  Essentially, conservation of our built environment is 

never really finished.  

  

Brentsville Courthouse experienced the negative impact of the recent rainfall in the second-floor jury room.  The roof 

and cupola developed a leak and before long the plaster ceiling ended up coming down.  Fortunately, the damage was 

not substantial to the overall structure and offered a unique opportunity to look into spaces often difficult to access. 

  

While the project repair progresses, the Division decided to keep the space accessible, by installing a viewing window 

for the public.  For a limited time, visitors will be able to see a larger portion of the attic space and straight up into the  

cupola.  Even if you have been to Brentsville recently, this development is another reason to make a return visit!   

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
      
        Audra Medve 
        Building Operations Supervisor 
        Historic Preservation Division 

  

   BEFORE                     AFTER 

Average July Rainfall  
Bristow, VA:        3.10 in. 
Actual rainfall:    4.20 in. 
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  Collections Corner  

 Clerk’s Office Bible   
Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre   

         
 

 

 

      Inscription inside           Bible binding        Bible cover                     First page with publication date 

Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre preserves many interesting and ‘telling’ artifacts which afford researchers the 
opportunity to imagine life in 19th century, Prince William County.  Keep in mind, Prince William County is designated as  
a “Lost Records Locality” by the Library of Virginia, due to the estimated percentage of lost or damaged documents, as a 
result of the destruction incurred during the Civil War.  Therefore, any physical records or artifacts that did survive the  
ravages of war are considered even more precious.  One of the most delicate artifacts in the collection is the Clerk’s Office 
Bible, seen in the images above.   
 

Phillip D. Lipscomb was the County Clerk from 1852 to 1865.  The handwriting of the Bible inscription compared with 
other court documents from Lipscomb’s tenure as Clerk, provide evidence that Lipscomb probably wrote the inscription 
in this Bible.  While the Bible was published in 1853, it is likely that Lipscomb either purchased it for the office in 1853 or 
in 1856.  According the publisher, the American Bible Society (ABS), representatives canvassed the country in 1856, going 
door-to-door, donating, and selling Bibles by the millions. 
 

Another detail revealed by the Bible is the Prince William County seal, clearly visible on the same page as the inscription.  
This impression of the county seal is the earliest example of its use in the county’s current possession.  When the seal was 
first adopted and used is unknown at this time.  The seal was definitely used before 
and up to the beginning of the Civil War.  Although there were three other Clerks of 
the Court between 1865 and 1870, it wasn’t until 1871 when the next Clerk, Lucian 
A. Davis, would get to use the seal again.  Apparently, it was lost or kept safe, during 
the war, and not found (or returned) until 1871; the Alexandria Gazette repeated the 
story from the Manassas Gazette.  See story: July 3, 1871 ~ Alexandria Gazette  
 

An initial search on the history of the Prince William County seal, provides only 
basic information, that the seal was officially adopted by the Board of Supervisors on 
January 10th, 1935.  In the current county Clerk’s Office Archive, there are more 
examples that prove the seal was used on court documents throughout the 1800’s.  
Both the evidence within the Brentsville Bible and other documents prove that the 
seal was not only created long before 1935 but also in regular use.  Why a document 
required or received the seal imprint is not precisely clear, but the surviving documents indicate 
that court proceedings and voting decisions were among them.  Continued on next page… 

(Courtesy of the Library of Congress) 
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 Collections Corner Continued 
 Clerk’s Office Bible   

Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre   

   1873 Statement on the election of the county Treasurer  

Image above:  
Seal embossed on a red 

sticker (enlarged) 
 

Right: 1897 Court  
document recording a 

Jury decision on a 
breaking and entering 

case. 

The history of the Bible publishing company also reveals intriguing connections, not to Brentsville specifically, but to the 
collective American history.  The American Bible Society, founded in New York on May 11, 1816, published their first 
translated Bible into the Native American language of Lenape.  The ABS also published and provided the first Bibles for 
hotels, and the first pocket Bibles for soldiers during the Civil War.  Their lower Manhattan headquarters building, built in 
1853, is pictured below.  The ABS is still in business, having only recently moved to Philadelphia.  

  
The ABS is self-described as: a non-denominational Bible society which publishes, distributes, 
and translates the Bible.  Of note, it was founded by people who were “committed to the 
word of God and to end slavery.”  Their mission statement lends itself to the compelling 
irony that their Bible was in the possession of the County Clerk (in Brentsville) when the votes 
were cast to secede from the Union for reasons such as, “the Federal Government having  
perverted said powers, not only to the injury of the people of Virginia, but to the oppression 
of the Southern slaveholding States.” -The Virginia Ordinance of Secession, April 17, 1861 
 

More impressive, is the American Bible Society list of presidents.  The first president, Elias Boudinot, was President of 
the Continental Congress from 1782 to 1783.  The first Chief Justice of the United States Supreme Court, John Jay 
was named president in 1821.  In 1852, Frederick Theodore Frelinghuysen, President of Johns Hopkins University, and 
Edwin Francis Hyde, a former president of the Philharmonic Society of New York were also at the helm of the ABS.  
Francis Scott Key (lawyer and author of United States National Anthem) was a Vice President from 1817 until his death 
in 1843. 
 

Finally, the ABS headquarters library contains the largest collection of Bibles in the Western Hemisphere and the second 
largest collection of religious books (only second to the Vatican)!  Their collection includes ancient bibles dating as far as 
the Gutenberg edition (circa 1450).  While the Clerk’s Office Bible at Brentsville may not hold that level of distinction, it 
is still a very good example of how information can be gleaned from one artifact, and the importance of preserving every 
fragile page.  On your next visit to Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre, be sure to check out the Bible and the many 
other artifacts on display.     

         Lisa Struckmeyer 
         Historic Interpreter 
*All images taken by HPD unless otherwise noted    Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre 
          

Public Domain 
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September 8 8  
Black & White Movie Night! 
Movie starts a dark (approx. 8pm); Free 

(donations accepted).  Bring your blankets/
chairs and meet us behind the Brentsville 
Courthouse for our annual FREE Movie 
Night! This year we will be showing the  
beloved classic, Mr. Smith Goes to Washington.  
Concessions will be available for purchase.  
Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre 
12229 Bristow Rd., Bristow, VA 703-365-7895. 
 

September 8 
Wildlife Walk at Bristoe Station Battlefield 
9 a.m. - 11 a.m.; $5 per person                                                                                                                     
Bristoe Station Battlefield is home to a complex meadow 
ecosystem. Join a guided walk of the battlefield to learn 
about wildlife that call this ecosystem home. Identify plants 
that pollinators need for food & shelter. Bring binoculars. 
No pets please. Tour departs from the kiosk in parking lot at 
Iron Brigade Unit Ave. &10th Alabama Way.  
Bristoe Station Battlefield Heritage Park 
Bristow, VA 703-366-3049. 
 

September 8 ep 8 
In the Footsteps of Washington  
and Rochambeau Bus Tour 
8:30 a.m.-5p.m.; $70 per person (lunch included) 
Reservations required. 
Join historian and author Dr. John Maass 
and County staff as we follow in the foot-
steps of General George Washington and 
French General Comte de Rochambeau as 
they marched on their way to Yorktown in the fall of 1781.  
The resulting American victory at Yorktown sealed American 
independence from Great Britain. Some sites visited will include 
Pohick Church, Colchester, Falmouth and the newly acquired 
section of the original King’s Highway in Woodbridge.  
Rippon Lodge Historic Site 
15520 Blackburn Rd., Woodbridge, VA 703-499-9812. 

 

September 8 
School is Back in Session!  
11 a.m.  – 4 p.m.; Free, donations welcome.  
Are you excited that school has started again?  
Going to school was very different a hundred years 
ago than it is today. Visit the one room school at Lucasville to 
learn about the different ways that students learned in a segregat-
ed society. Try some of the tools used to teach students in 
school, the games they played, and even make a craft to take 
home! Learn about some of the different ways students were 
disciplined, it may shock you! Lucasville School  
10516 Godwin Dr., Manassas, VA 703-367-7872. 
 

September 8 
Candlelight Tour of Ben Lomond Historic Site 
8 p.m. – 9 p.m.; $10 per person, registration is required.  
Ben Lomond has a grim history as a Confederate field  
hospital, after the Battle of First Manassas. Come take a 
special candlelight tour and have a truly immersive Civil 
War hospital experience, where you will see, smell, and 
hear an active field hospital. Tour takes place in near dark. 
This tour may not be suitable for young children.  
Ben Lomond Historic Site, 10321 Sudley Manor Dr. 

Manassas, VA 703-367-7872. 
 

September 15ptember 15 
Herbal Teas and Medicines  
of the 19th Century  
1 p.m. -3 p.m.; $30 per person 
Advanced registration is required.  
Before the invention of “modern” 
medicine, many medicines were made 
from different plants & herbs, ground into pastes, teas, elixirs, 
and foods. Join us for this herbal-inspired tea and appetizers, as 
you learn about some of the herbs used for medicine, what ill-
nesses they treated, and how effective they were.  Price of admis-
sion includes tea, light refreshments, and a special presentation 
at the Civil War hospital. *After the program, a tour is included, 
for all interested visitors. Reservations are required.  
Ben Lomond Historic Site 
10321 Sudley Manor Dr., Manassas, VA 703-367-7872. 

 

All fees listed are per person unless otherwise stated. All programs are free for children under six, unless otherwise stated.  
Please wear comfortable walking shoes and dress for the weather for outdoor programs.  No pets, please.  Programs may be  

cancelled due to inclement weather. Call site phone number for updated information and to make reservations, where required. 

Schedule of  Events 

         Rippon Lodge Historic Site         Lucasville School               Old Manassas Courthouse                 
 15520 Blackburn Rd., Woodbridge, VA        10516 Godwin Dr., Manassas, VA                       9248 Lee St., Manassas, VA                            
                    703-499-9812            703-367-7872                           703-367-7872                
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September 28 
History by Campfire: The Carter Empire  
6:30 p.m.; $5 per person, children 2 and under are free.   
Enjoy a campfire and roasted marshmallows at Ben Lomond 
Historic Site while you learn some history.  Each session of 
History by Campfire will feature different activities, artifacts, 
and maybe even a special guest! For September, join us as we 
learn about the extensive Carter family, one of Virginia’s first 
families. Learn about their influence in Northern Virginia, their 
relationship with Great Britain and the peculiar history of the 
family that would lead to Ben Lomond’s existence.  
Ben Lomond Historic Site 
10321 Sudley Manor Dr., Manassas, VA 703-367-7872. 
 

September 29 
Make, Create, or Take Art! at Rippon Lodge 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Free, donations accepted. 
Guided Tours of Rippon Lodge are $5 per person; 
Free for children under six) 
Bring your easel, canvas, paintbrushes, camera, 
or sketchbook to make, create, or take art at 
Rippon Lodge.  Whether it is a landscape, still 
life, nature sketch, selfie, portrait, or abstract, Rippon Lodge 
pays special attention to the arts this day. Art is an integral part 
of the Lodge’s history, from the famous watercolors by Benja-
min Latrobe to our very own Aviza Black, fashion illustrator 
and painter. Enjoy working with Edgemoore Art Studio, local 
photographers, make crafts at art stations, or create on your 
own!  The art event is free to all.  
(Guided tours of the lodge are $5 per person.)  
Rippon Lodge Historic Site 
15520 Blackburn Road, Woodbridge, VA 703-499-9812. 
 

September 29 
Fall Migration Bird &Nature Walk at  
Julie J. Metz Neabsco Creek Wetlands  
8 a.m.; Free, donations accepted  
The Julie J. Metz Neabsco Creek Wetlands 
Preserve is home to a diverse bird population.  
Join local birding and nature experts on a guided walk along the 
trails and boardwalks. Discover this unique 120-acre property 
in the heart of Woodbridge.  Bring binoculars and guide books.  
Please dress for the weather and wear comfortable walking 
shoes.  No pets please.  It will be muddy if it has rained.   
Julie J. Metz Neabsco Creek Wetlands Preserve  
15875 Neabsco Road, Woodbridge, VA  
For more information, call: 703-499-9812.   

Schedule of  Events Continued... 

Bristoe Station Battlefield Heritage Park             Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre                         Ben Lomond Historic Site 
Intersection of Iron Brigade Unit Ave. and                   12229 Bristow Rd., Bristow, VA                   10321 Sudley Manor Dr., Manassas, VA 
10th Alabama Way, Bristow, VA 703-366-3049                              703-365-7895               703-367-7872 
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September 15 
Bookbinding Workshop 
10a.m.-12p.m. $30 per person 
Whether you’re a novice or a self-taught bookmaker, 
you are bound to learn something new in this class!  
Class includes bookbinding history, terminology,  
accordion fold and basic stitching techniques to finish 
your own hardbound book.  Instructor trained at the American 
Academy of Bookbinding in Colorado and has been teaching for 
15 years.  *Students should bring (if you have them): an awl,  
creasing tool, and cutting mat or mouse pad; everything else will  
be provided. Limited seating, reserve your spot soon! 
Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre  
12229 Bristow Rd., Bristow, VA 703-365-7895. 
 

September 22  

2nd Annual Brentsville Day 
10 a.m. – 4 p.m.; Free, donations accepted. 
Join us for our 2nd Annual Brentsville Day! Come experience this 
nearly 200 year-old social and political center of Prince William 
County while we fill the grounds with festivities! Enjoy Bluegrass 
bands, historic farm demonstrations, living history, historic trades, 
artisans, food trucks, historic buildings, hay rides and more!      
Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre 
12229 Bristow Rd., Bristow, VA 703-365-7895. 
 

 
September 22-23  
Prince William County Farm Tour- Brentsville Stop  
10 a.m. - 4p.m.; Free, donations accepted. 
Join site staff and living historians to learn about farm life in 
Brentsville and Prince William County during the mid-1800s.  
Tour the 1850s farmhouse, and help us make some butter!  
Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre 
12229 Bristow Rd., Bristow, VA 703-365-7895. 
 

September 22 
Potomac Blockade Boat Tour 
10 a.m. - 1 p.m.; $45 per participant.   
Reservations required. 
Cruise along the Potomac River shoreline and view sites critical to 
the Confederate forces’ successful blockade of D.C. September 
1861-March 1862. Local historians will discuss the blockade  
significance gun batteries and camps. Tour will include Freestone 
Point, Possum Nose, Evansport & Shipping Point and lunch!   
Prices are subject to change without notice.  
Tour departs from the boat dock at Leesylvania State Park 
2001 Daniel K Ludwig Dr., Woodbridge, VA.  
To reserve your ticket call: 703-792-5618.  
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October 13-14 
Battle of Bristoe Station  
Anniversary Luminary Weekend                       
11 a.m.-4 p.m. daytime demonstrations, Evening Luminary begins 
at 7 pm; Free, $5 suggested donation 

Join Battlefield Park staff for the 
155th Anniversary of the Battle of 
Bristoe Station. Tour a Civil War  
encampment, watch artillery firing 
demonstrations, and tour the site of 
the third and final battle that took 
place in Prince William County. Park 
historians will lead tours of a section 

of the battlefield never open to the public before! 
 
*On Saturday evening, visit the  
battlefield for a rare treat to see  
nearly 1,000 luminary candles for 
every soldier who died at Bristoe 
Station.  Living history vignettes 
will be located across the battlefield and guided tours will 
lead visitors to meet the men and women who made  
history here. Bristoe Station Battlefield Heritage Park, 
the parking lot is located off Iron Brigade Unit Ave. 
Bristow, VA 703-366-3049. 

 
October 13 
Scary B-Movie Night at Rippon Lodge 
Beginning at 7 p.m., with the movie starting at 7:30 p.m.  
$5 suggested donation. 

Enjoy one of the top 1950s B horror 
movies, The Thing from Another World at 
Rippon Lodge. This classic horror 
movie features a U.S. Air Force crew 
and scientists who find a crashed  
flying saucer and a body frozen in the 
Arctic ice. When the creature is  
revived, the crew must defend them-
selves against this malevolent,  
plant-based alien. Released by RKO 
Pictures in 1951, the film stars  
Kenneth Tobey, Margaret Sheridan, 

Robert Cornthwaite, Douglas Spencer, and James Arness 
as The Thing. 
 

*Movie may not be suitable for children under 6 years old.  
Bring blankets, chairs, and wear warm clothes as you sit on 
the lawn in the dark watching this great horror film.   
Popcorn and beverages available for purchase.  
Event canceled in case of rain.  
Rippon Lodge Historic Site 
15520 Blackburn Rd. Woodbridge, VA 703-499-9812. 
 

   Schedule of  Events Continued... 
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October 5 
Fireside Ghost Stories at Ben Lomond  
7 p.m. - 8 p.m., $5 per person, children 2 and under are free.  

Ben Lomond has a diverse and 
grim history, as a Civil War  
hospital and as the home of 
countless slaves. Over the years, 
many local residents claim to 
have seen ghosts and other 
spooky happenings at the site. 

This has led to reports that the site is haunted. Join us for 
an exciting and eerie evening around the campfire to hear 
some of the ghost stories associated with the historic site. 
Ben Lomond Historic Site 
10321 Sudley Manor Dr., Manassas, VA 703-367-7872. 
 
October 6 
Waterways Clean-up at Julie J. Metz Neabsco Creek 
Wetlands Preserve  
Beginning at 8 a.m. 
Trash is dangerous to natural 
environments. Join us as we 
clean-up the Neabsco Creek 
Wetlands, protecting the area 
and its natural resources and 
wildlife.  Equipment and beverages provided, but we  
recommend all participants to bring their own gloves, safety 
goggles and wear appropriate clothing and boots.   
Please call 703-499-9812 to register you or your group.  
Julie J. Metz Neabsco Creek Wetlands Preserve 
15875 Neabsco Road, Woodbridge, VA 703-499-9812.   
 
October 6  
Overnight Stay in Brentsville Jail 
8 p.m. - 8a.m.; $75 per person. Reservations are required. 

From 1822 to 1893, the 
Brentsville jail housed numer-
ous people awaiting trial and 
their fate. Prisoners were  
accused of crimes from theft 
to poisoning and even murder.  
In 1872, a prominent Prince 
William resident was gunned 
down in his cell while awaiting 
his trial.  Join us around a  
bonfire while we talk about the 
nearly 200 year-old building 
and stories of many of the  
people imprisoned here. 

Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre 
12229 Bristow Rd., Bristow, VA 703-365-7895. 

Image Courtesy of LOC 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._Air_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flying_saucer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arctic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RKO_Pictures
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RKO_Pictures
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kenneth_Tobey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margaret_Sheridan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_O._Cornthwaite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Douglas_Spencer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Arness


 10 

 

                              October 19-20  
                        Spirits at Brentsville  
7 p.m. - 9 p.m.; $10 per person, children under 6 free.    
Brentsville has a diverse history and it served as  
the county seat for nearly 100 years. During this time, 
many strange and scary events have happened here, and it 
is said that ghosts of long dead men and women still haunt 
the area.  Come experience a unique opportunity to tour 
the historic buildings and grounds by candlelight, meet 
several historical characters along the way and hear their 
tales of sadness and triumph. Guided tours on the hour. 
Not recommended for children under 12. Reservations 
recommended.  Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre 
12229 Bristow Rd., Bristow VA 703-365-7895. 
 
 
              September 22 & October 20 
            Potomac Blockade Boat Tour 
10 a.m. - 1 p.m.; $45 per participant  
Cruise along the Potomac River shoreline and 
view sites that were critical to the Confeder-
ate forces’ successful blockade of Washington 
D.C. from September 1861 through March 1862. Local 
historians will discuss the significance of the blockade and 
the gun batteries and camps. The cruise includes the  
preserved batteries at Freestone Point and Possum Nose, 
Evansport and Shipping Point. Tour includes lunch and 
departs from Leesylvania State Park in Woodbridge.   
Prices are subject to change without notice.  Tour departs 
from the boat dock at Leesylvania State Park 
2001 Daniel K Ludwig Drive, Woodbridge, VA.  
                For reservations, call: 703-792-5618. 
 
 

                          October 20 
       Haunted Campfire at Rippon Lodge 
   7p.m. and 8:15 p.m.; $10 per person 
   (not appropriate for children under six) 
   The best spooky stories are told by 
    campfire. Join Rippon Lodge’s 
   Haunted Campfire and hear long 
   lost, ghostly tales of Virginia while 
surrounded by the darkness.  Arrive at the Lodge’s front 
porch and be escorted by candlelight down to the amphi-
theater to listen to heart-pounding, unnerving stories of 
yore. Reservations are required.  This is an outdoor event, 
therefore dress appropriately and wear close toed shoes. 
Rippon Lodge Historic Site 
15520 Blackburn Road 
 Woodbridge, VA 703-499-9812. 
 

         October 27 
       Hospital Horrors  
         7 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.; $10 per person,  
     advanced registration strongly recommended.  
Ben Lomond has a grim history as serving as a Confederate 
Field Hospital after the Battle of First Manassas. Come 
experience a unique opportunity to tour the house and 
grounds in the recreated hospital and hear the stories of 
soldiers, doctors, and loved ones who were forever 
changed during the Civil War. Guided tours every fifteen 
minutes. Advanced reservations strongly recommended 
since spaces fill quickly.  
Ben Lomond Historic Site 
10321 Sudley Manor Dr., Manassas, VA 703-367-7872. 
 

 
                    November 3 
            Cockpit Point Tours 
Tours take place at 10 a.m., 1p.m., and 3 p.m. 
Tours are offered by reservation only at $20 a person 
Join us on a special tour of Prince William 
County’s newest historic park! 

 

   Cockpit Point Civil War Park.   
Site includes rare Civil War era fortifications that were part 

of the Confederate Blockade of the Potomac River in  
1861-1862.  Tours of the site will take place at intervals: 

10 a.m., 1p.m. and 3p.m.  
Reservations are required for the tours.  

Please note that tours include difficult terrain  
and off trail style hiking.  
 

 For reservations, call: 703-792-4754.  
 
 

                             November 10 
Early Days of Prince William County at Rippon Lodge 
11am- 4pm; Free, donations accepted 
Rippon Lodge, one of the County’s oldest homes,  
welcomes you to Early Days of Prince William County. 
Founded by the Virginia House of Burgesses in 1731, 
Prince William County has a diverse and renowned history. 
Experience living history demonstrations, including  
Colonial life, life of enslaved African Americans, military 
encampment from the American Revolution and the  
Native American cultures that once inhabited the area.  
Tours of the house, games and crafts for children and 
   adults, included throughout the day.  
   Rippon Lodge Historic Site 
   15520 Blackburn Road  
       Woodbridge, VA 703-499-9812. 

 

   Schedule of  Events Continued... 

 
H i s t o r i c  P e r s p e c t i v e s   
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November 30 
History by Campfire: Civil War Soldier’s Life   
6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.; $5 per person, free for children 2 and under.  
Enjoy a warm campfire and roasted marshmallows at Ben 
Lomond Historic Site while you learn some history.  
Each session of History by Campfire will feature different  
activities, artifacts, and maybe even a special guest!  
For the month of Veteran’s Day, learn how soldiers lived 
during the American Civil War. See 
a musket firing demonstration and 
learn about the rations given to sol-
diers compared to the snacks we like 
to eat today.    
Ben Lomond Historic Site 
10321 Sudley Manor Dr. 
Manassas, VA 703-367-7872. 
 

November 30 – December 1 
Rippon Lodge Holiday Candlelight Tours  
Gates open at 5:00, tours from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.; 
$7.00 per person, reservations recommend, not required.  
For two nights only, view Rippon Lodge by candlelight  
at Christmastime.  Beginning with a special tree lighting 
ceremony with tree ornaments decorated by local school-
children on Friday, visitors will marvel at beautifully lit  
historic grounds and buildings.  

 

*Tours of the house will take place  
every 15 minutes to see our special  

Holiday through the Ages  
exhibit by candlelight.  

*Interact with living historians, listen to  
seasonal music, enjoy making seasonal crafts, 

a warm beverage, and shopping! 
 

Light refreshments on both nights.  
Rippon Lodge Historic Site  
15520 Blackburn Rd. 
Woodbridge, VA 703-499-9812. 
 
 

 

   Schedule of  Events Continued... 

 
H i s t o r i c  P e r s p e c t i v e s   

 

November 10 
World War I and Prince William County Bus Tour 
8:30a.m.-4p.m.; $70 per person, lunch is included. 

It was the war to end all wars.  One hundred 
years ago, on November 11th, the Great War 
(World War I) came to an end.  The fighting 
forever changed the United States and Prince 
William County.  Join local historians for a 
special bus tour of World War I sites in 
Prince William County.  Explore sites of  
military training, factories and monuments in 
Prince William County will be explored, along 
with the final resting places of some of the 
fallen who were returned home after the war. 

Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre 
12229 Bristow Road, Bristow, VA 703-365-7895. 
 

November 10 
Candlelight Tour of Ben Lomond 
8 p.m. – 9 p.m.; $10 per person, advanced registration is required.  

Ben Lomond has a grim  
history as a Confederate field 
hospital after the Battle of 
First Manassas. Come take a 
special candlelight tour and 
have a truly immersive Civil 
War hospital experience, 
where you will see, smell, and 

hear an active field hospital. Tour takes place in near dark, 
and may not be suitable for young children.  
Ben Lomond Historic Site 
10321 Sudley Manor Dr., Manassas, VA 703-367-7872. 
 

November 17  
Prince William County African American History and 
Culture Bus Tour  
9a.m.-4p.m.; $70 per person-lunch is included.  
Reservations Required. Are you interested in the unique and 

powerful stories behind the African  
American history of Prince William  
County? If so, join local historians for this 
African American History Bus Tour!   
We will travel the county, covering history 
from the 1800s to the 
1960s, stopping at many 
special sites, to talk about 

lifestyle, challenges, and focus on the power 
of community and education.  Sign up and 
hop aboard for this very special experience!  
Bus departs from  
Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre 
12229 Bristow Road, Bristow, VA 703-365-7895. 
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Bristoe Station Battlefield Heritage Park Tours  
May-October: Tours on 2nd & 4th Weekends 
11 a.m. - 3p.m.; Tours leave on the hour;  
Free, donations encouraged 
 

Bristoe Station Battlefield staff and volunteers will provide guided tours of 
the hallowed grounds that contain camps, cemeteries, and battlefields. Learn 
about Camp Jones and the battles that took place in 1862 and 1863. Tours 
begin on the hour and depart from kiosk in the parking lot on Iron Brigade 
Unit Avenue. The last tour leaves at 3PM. Please dress for the weather and 
wear comfortable walking shoes. Insect repellant is encouraged.  
No pets please.   
Bristoe Station Battlefield Heritage Park 
Bristow, VA  703-366-3049. 
 
 
 

 
Yoga on the Lawn at Rippon Lodge  
Saturdays, June through October 
9 a.m. – 10 a.m. 
$5.00 per class, or 5 classes for $20.00 
 

Enjoy yoga on the lawn, with amazing views of the  
Potomac River and historic Rippon Lodge. Join certified instructor,  
Christopher Glowacki for an hour long Vinyasa yoga practice. Beginning 
yoga students to well-versed devotees are welcome.  Participants are en-
couraged to bring: yoga mat, towel and plenty of water; beginners may 
want to bring a block and/or strap. Classes are offered most Saturday 
mornings from May to September. Call Rippon Lodge to confirm 
class day and times. Those purchasing 10 classes will receive punch 
cards which are good for the whole season.  
Additional classes may be purchased at any time.  
Rippon Lodge Historic Site  
15520 Blackburn Rd., Woodbridge, VA 703-499-9812. 
 
 

 

Potomac Blockade Boat Tour 
September 22 & October 20 
10 a.m. - 1 p.m.; $45 per participant  
 

Cruise along the Potomac River shoreline and view sites that were criti-
cal to the Confederate forces’ successful blockade of Washington D.C. 
from September 1861 through March 1862. Local historians will discuss 
the significance of the blockade, gun batteries and camps. The cruise 
includes: the preserved batteries at Freestone Point & Possum Nose, 
Evansport and Shipping Point and lunch!  We depart from Leesylvania 
State Park in Woodbridge. Call for more information and to make  
reservations.  Prices are subject to change without notice.  
Boat tour departs from the boat dock at Leesylvania State Park  
2001 Daniel K Ludwig Drive, Woodbridge, VA 703-792-5618.  

 
H i s t o r i c  P e r s p e c t i v e s   

 

RECURRING EVENTS 

1863: Harpers Weekly  
Courtesy of Library of Congress 
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H i s t o r i c  P e r s p e c t i v e s   

 
 

Historic Site Manager, Jessica Maria Alicea, attended the Annual Association for  
Living History, Farm and Agricultural Museums (ALHFAM) Conference in Tahlequah, 
OK. The Historic Preservation Division is a member of ALHFAM and benefits include 
workshops, trainings, and collaborative projects. Image on right is at the Will Rogers 
Birthplace Ranch in Oologah, OK.  Texas Long Horn cattle (pictured) are roaming free 
on part of the ranch.  They are direct descendants of the cattle drove up from some of the 
original cattle drives of the Wild West!   
 

Historic Site Manager, Paige Gibbons Backus, spoke at the Emerging Civil War 
(ECW) Symposium in August. Paige was part of an emerging historian’s panel that 
discussed turning points of the American Civil War.  (Paige is pictured second from 
the left) 
 

Paige also attended the Student Youth and Travel Association(SYTA)  
Annual Conference in Baltimore, MD.  Paige joined the  PWC Tourism 
Office staff to promote the County’s historic sites and attractions to a  
nationwide audience of student tour operators.  

 

    
  Historic Site Operations Supervisor, Rob Orrison, co-authored a  
  new book titled, “Hazard All: A Guide to the Maryland Campaign, 1862”  
  that releases in mid-September. The book covers the Civil War campaign  
  that culminated in the Battle of Antietam in September 1862.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

***   
One of the manifold goals of the  

Prince William County Historic Preservation  
Division is to “advance our knowledge of our community’s history.”   

 

Throughout Virginia many local museums, historical societies, and other historic  
preservation groups routinely publish an annual history magazine or journal exploring the  

local history of the particular community.  Soon, Prince William County will have one as well.   
In partnership with Historic Prince William, we are planning on an annual  

 

 

If  you would like to submit an article to this journal,  
the deadline for submissions are December 1, 2018. 

Projected publication date, annually, March.   
*** 
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Looking Ahead to the Holidays 

 
H i s t o r i c  P e r s p e c t i v e s   

December 1-2, 7-9, 14-16, and 21-22 
Holidays through the Ages at Rippon Lodge  
11 a.m. – 4 p.m. (Fridays thru Sundays); $5.00 per person 
Children under 6 are free. 
Stroll through seasonal celebrations of the past at  Rippon 
Lodge. With interiors and exteriors of the historic house  
decorated for the holidays, guests view seasonal festivities  
to depict the holidays from the Colonial period though the 
1940’s as well as reflect different religions.   
Light refreshments, a warm beverage, and shopping for 
unique Rippon merchandise round out a wonderful holiday 
experience. Reservations strongly recommended for groups 
larger than four. Tours begin on the hour on the front porch.  
Guests should dress in appropriate attire and  
comfortable shoes for this walking tour. 
Rippon Lodge Historic Site, 15520 Blackburn Rd. 
Woodbridge, VA 703-499-9812. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 8 
Santa Comes to Rippon Lodge  
1 p.m. – 3 p.m.; $3.00 per child 
You better watch out!  You better not cry! Santa Claus is vis-
iting Rippon Lodge for one afternoon only! Be on your best 
behavior and keep your name on the “Nice” list.  Parents will 
be given special “Things Santa Should Know” cards upon 
arrival. Bring your camera for pictures and dress appropriately 
for weather as some activities are outside.  With large num-
bers of excited tots expected, we ask parents bring plenty of 
snacks and extra activities for young children.   
Rippon Lodge Historic Site 
15520 Blackburn Rd.  
Woodbridge, VA 703-499-9812. 

December 8 
Historic Yule Tide Dinner at Old Manassas  
Courthouse 
6 p.m. - 7:30p.m.; $75 per participant, ages 21 and over.   
Did you know that in early Virginia, Christmas had  
more for adults than it did for kids? Experience the  
holidays of years past with a historic Yuletide Dinner  
at the Old Manassas Courthouse, where you can  
smell the evergreen decorations, taste some of the 
unique food and beverages of the time, and partake in 
some of the delightful traditions many partook in here  
in the 18th and 19th centuries in Virginia. Reservations are 
required for space is limited; call 703-792-4754.  
The program held in the Upper Ball Room of the  
Old Manassas Courthouse located at 9248 Lee Ave. 
Manassas, VA 703-792-4754.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

December 8 
Civil War Christmas at Bristoe Station  
11 a.m. - 4 p.m.; Free, donations accepted 
Four wartime Christmases occurred during the Civil 
War.  Separated from loved ones on a holiday about 
families being together, these Christmases were hard on 
both the soldiers and the civilians back home.  Join living 
historians at Bristoe Station Battlefield Heritage Park and 
experience a Civil War Christmas.   
Bristoe Station Battlefield Heritage Park  
Parking lot is located off Iron Brigade Unit Ave. 
Bristow, VA. 703-366-3049. 

December 8/15  
Brentsville Holiday Concerts 

Concerts from 5 p.m. -7 p.m.; Free donations accepted 
Join the Brentsville community for two holiday 
concerts filled with seasonal music performed by 
the Brentsville District High School Choir at the 
beautiful and historic Brentsville Union Church. 
Afterwards, enjoy a warm bonfire. 
Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre 
12229 Bristow Rd., Bristow, VA 703-365-7895. 



 15 

Membership Benefits include: 
Receive the Quarterly Newsletter 

20% off  Gift Shop Merchandise 
$1 off  Admission 

 

Sign up at one of four sites:  
Ben Lomond, Brentsville, Rippon Lodge, or Williams Ordinary.  

Receive your membership card on the spot! 

Become a Member of  the  

Prince William Historic Preservation Foundation  

for FREE! 

Become an Official PWC Junior Preservationist! 

Do you love history?  
Do you want to be a part of  your community?  

Are you between the ages of  13-18?  
 

If  so, you can join the Historic Preservation 
Division’s Jr. Preservationist Program! 

 

Jr. Preservationists earn community service hours for school, scouts, or other organizations.  
Get an introduction to the fields of  history, historic  

preservation, archeology, museum education and more.   
 

Time commitments are flexible to fit busy schedules.   
 

Contact HPD for more information at  
703-499-9812 or email: historicpreservation@pwcgov.org 

Prince William Historic Preservation Foundation 
Memorial and Recognition Gifts Tree Donation  

The Prince William Historic  
Preservation Foundation is proud to support Prince William County's  

efforts to preserve our past and fund important work that restores county-owned historic  
properties and structures.  

 
Your gift to the Tree Donation Program will help  

preserve the historic landscapes of Ben Lomond Historic Site, Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre,  
Bristoe Station Battlefield Heritage Park, Rippon Lodge, Lucasville School, William’s Ordinary,  

and the Old Manassas Courthouse.     
 

For more information on the tree donation  
program please call 703-792-4754 or send an e-mail to  

historicpreservation@pwcgov.org 
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H i s t o r i c  P e r s p e c t i v e s  
C o p y r i g h t  2 0 1 8  

Prince William County  
Department of Public Works  
Historic Preservation Division                
17674 Main Street                    
Dumfries, VA 22026    
Phone (703) 792-4754                    
Fax (703) 221-7504 
Contact us at: historicpreservation@pwcgov.org 
Visit our website at: www.pwcgov.org/history  
Interest in Historic Property Rentals call: (703) 792-5546

Learn about the Division’s many events throughout 
the year, see candid photos, get up to the minute   

accounts through Facebook Live and Twitter as well 
as find out interesting facts about  

Prince William County history. To see what’s  
happening right now, just hover over an icon below 

and follow the hyperlinks. 

 
 
              PWHistoric 
 
               @PWHPF 

 
            PWC_History 
 

 

 

Stay Connected to HPD   

 

Host your next special occasion, corporate retreat or  
business meeting at one of our historic sites.  We are sure 
to have the perfect venue to showcase your event! Come 
visit Rippon Lodge and see the stunning views of the  
Potomac River, Old Manassas Courthouse with the 

quaint experience of historic Manassas around the  
corner, and Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre where 

the 19th century Union Church is nestled. 
 
 

              Rippon Lodge  
    Historic Site 

    15520 Blackburn Rd. 
    Woodbridge, VA  

 

    ~ 
 

             Old Manassas  
    Courthouse 
    9248 Lee St. 

    Manassas, VA 
 

 

    ~ 
 
 

 

    Union Church 
    12229 Bristow Rd. 

    Bristow, VA 
 
 
 

 

For More Information  
Call: 703-792-5546 or 

Visit: www.pwcgov.org/rentals 

 Want to give 
back?  

Become a Volunteer for HPD! 
 

For more information about volunteering  
call 703-792-4754  

or e-mail  historicpreservation@pwcgov.org  

Facebook: pwhistoric 
Twitter: @PWHPF 
Instagram: PWC_History 

 

Historic Property  
Rentals 

Newsletter Staff:  
Editor in Chief - Robert Orrison 

Designer & Editor - Lisa Struckmeyer 

Contributors: J. Nate McDonald, Lisa Struckmeyer, Audra Medve, David Borne 

https://www.facebook.com/pwhistoric/
https://twitter.com/PWHPF
http://www.instagram.com/pwc_history/
mailto:historicpreservation@pwcgov.org

