Coming This Winter to
Prince William County Historic Preservation
The sites are closed for regular tours until May 1st, but you can still come see us! We are open for special programs and tours
by appointment, just give the sites a call to schedule yours today. The grounds are open daily from dawn until dusk.

JANUARY
January 1
First Day Hike at Bristoe Station Battlefield
Heritage Park
1 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.; FREE, donations welcome.
Bring in the New Year with a guided hike by local historians! You will start off at the parking lot for a brief
overview. Then walk down the 1863 Trail, and then the 1862 Trail
before walking back to the parking lot. This 90 minute, 3 mile hike
will start the year on the right foot! Pets are welcome to join!
Bristoe Station Battlefield Heritage Park, Bristow, VA. 703-3663049.

January 24
The Last Days of the USS Monitor
7 p.m. FREE; donations welcome.
Christmas Day 1862 was a joyful day for the
crew of the USS Monitor, though their
thoughts turned serious as Capt. John Payne Bankhead told them of
the order sending USS Monitor south. The Monitor left Hampton
Roads on December 29th and encountered a fierce storm on the afternoon of December 30th. Heavy seas overwhelmed the ironclad with
the full crew of 63 men on board. Join historian John V. Quarstein,
Director Emeritus, USS Monitor Center as he takes us through the
final days of the USS Monitor.
Old Manassas Courthouse, Manassas, VA. 703-792-5618.

FEBRUARY

Weekends in February
Lucasville School Open House
11 a.m- 4 p.m.; FREE, donations welcome.
Join us as we celebrate African American History Month at historic
Lucasville School with an open house in February. Visit the
reconstructed 19th century school used by the community of
Lucasville. Learn surprising facts of African American history in
Prince William County and throughout the
Northern Virginia region.
On February 9th, join us for a special musical
celebration at Lucasville featuring the
Ebenezer Baptist Church Men’s Choir and
more!
Lucasville School, Manassas, VA 703-365-7895.

February 16
The History and Science of Cooking:
The Cupboard is Bare!
10 a.m. – 12 p.m. $15 dollars per family up to 4.
February was historically a difficult month in years
past because after a long, cold winter, fresh fruits, vegetables, meats,
and more were either in short supply, or no longer available. Join us
at Ben Lomond Historic Site as we prepare foods reflective of what
common people would have eaten toward the end of winter in the 19 th
century. The menu will consist of hoecakes and butter, beef and
dumplings, potatoes, and apple pie. Reservations are required.
Ben Lomond Historic Site, Manassas, VA, 703-367-7872.

February 16
Everyday Full of Work: The AfricanAmerican Experience at Ben Lomond
11 a.m. - 4 p.m. $5 per person, children 6 and
under free.
Ben Lomond Historic Site is proud to present special guided tours in
recognition of African-American History Month. Explore the historic home and the original slave quarter to learn about the enslaved
population living at Ben Lomond in the years before the Civil War.
Visit spaces not ordinarily open to the public and participate in
hands-on activities to learn about some of the chores that enslaved
men, women, and children, were expected to complete.
Ben Lomond Historic Site, Manassas, VA. 703-367-7872.

February 28
Old Manassas Courthouse Lecture Series: Professor
Thaddeus Lowe & Civil War Aeronautics
7 p.m.; FREE, donations welcome.
Join Balloonist and Historian Kevin Knapp as we explore Aeronautics during the American Civil War and
the life of aeronaut Thaddeus S.C. Lowe. Learn about
the use of Professor Lowe’s balloon which was launched from the
deck of the George W ashington Parke Custis, a balloon barge used
during the Potomac River Blockade of 1861-62. How did these aviation marvels of the era work? These and other logistics and science
questions will be answered during the presentation.
Old Manassas Courthouse, Manassas, VA. 703-792-5618.

February 23
African American History at Brentsville Courthouse
February 9
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.; $10 per person, free for children under six
Historic Barnes House Open House
Explore the lives of African Americans in 19th century from the
11 a.m. – 3 p.m., Free, donations accepted
perspective of Brentsville Courthouse. As we tour the site, learn about
Get a behind the scenes tour of Prince William
how they lived, their experiences, and how they were treated in the
County’s newest “old” building. The Barnes House
community. Hear about the hardships they
was the home to an African American family after the Civil War.
faced, such as enslavement and a lack of rights,
Learn about the family’s amazing history during the Reconstructionand the triumphs they achieved before the
era and about the restoration of the building. Tours will take place at
county seat moved in 1893.
11am, 1pm, and 3pm. Barnes House is located at the Montclair
Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre,
Community Library, 5049 Waterway Drive, Dumfries, VA.
Bristow, VA. 703-365-7895.
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